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U.S.citi2«iidlesinPalcstiiiiBnciistody 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A U.S. citizen of Palestinian 
origin tfied in hospital after being taken in from a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) interrogation centre in self-nifed 
Jericbo, Palestinian security officials said on Friday. They said 
.Wad Azzam Abdul Rahim, who was bong held for questioning on 
a criminal offence, suffered a heart an as k on Thursday night and 
was taken to hospital were be died. A spokesperson for the U.S. 
consulate in Jerusalem confirmed that Abdul Rahim, an American 


citizen in his eu^ 50s, had died but gave no information on the 


drenmstances. "We are looking at tbe circumstances of his death , n 
the spokesperson said. Abdul Rahim’s relatives tokl reporters they 
found manes of torture on bis body when they brought it from a 
Jericho hospital for burial at his native village of "Ain Yabrud, 
near Ac west Bank town of RamaDah. Relatives assaulted 
cameramen who tried to take pictures of tbe funeral, journalists 
said. 


iyj 



An independent Arab political daily publishec^j^hg Jortacrijress Foundation 
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ADEN (R) — Four men died in dashes between Yemeni security 
forces ana a gaag which had attacked a wedding party in a 
southern region on Yemen, traveller* said on Friday. There was no 
tfwnwtittt* official confirmation of the dash, said to have started 
on Thursday and continued sporadically until Friday afternoon in 
the Daksa region, 100 kilometres norm of Aden. Travellers said 
.two men from go v e rnm ent security forces and two from an armed 
group described as "radical Islamic dements” were killed. They 
sahlfightitig erupted after tbe forces surrounded the group's base 
after residents mmpfrinffd they had attacked a wedding last week 
which they opposed as unrlsiamic. The gang attacked with gunfire 
and a grenade, which did not explode. There were no reports of 
injuries. Residents said the gang was headed by an Algerian 
sheikh. In a rimflar attack this month, about eight people were 
injured when a grenade exploded at a wedding in Aden, South 
Yemen’s capital before It merged with North Yemen in 1990. 
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Clinton: Israel fully committed to self-rule accord 

U.S. pledges to do 'whatever it takes' to complete peace process after Israel, 
PLO sign agreement; prisoner release delayed, but Arafat unfazed; Peres 
says Palestinian state unrealistic, confederation with Jordan is best for all 


Combined agency dispatches 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
President Bill Gin ton said 
Friday he believed Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and his government 
will fulfill "both the letter 
and spirit” of die Palestinian 
autonomy accord signed 
here. 

"I believe (Israel's) prime 
minister and its government 
are completely committed to 
this,” Mr. Clinton told repor- 
ters ahead of a meeting with 
Eevntian President Hosni 


• His comments came as 
Israel delayed the release of 
more than 1,000 Palestinian 
prisoners that was to coincide 
with Thursday's signing cere- 


Liberation Orga- . 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said he was 
untroubled by the delay and 
expected the release in a few 
days. 

"They (Israelis and Palesti- 
nians) know exactly what 
they are getting into. They 
have made very, very deep 
commitments to one 
another,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“<And just as I believe that 
Giainnan Arafat is going to 
do its best to try to manage 
the terror,. I believe that the - 
prime minister will do every- 
thing he can to fulfill both the 
fetter and the spirit of tire 
agreement.” 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Clinton 
told Israel TV he was “pre- 
pared to do whatever it 
takes” to dose the cirde of 
peace in the Middle East. 

“I think that in order for 
peace to be achieved, I will 


have to be deeply, personally 
involved,” Mr. Clinton said 
in an interview. 

Since Middle East peace 
talks began in 1991, Israel has 
concluded a peace treaty with 
Jordan and reached several 
interim agreements with the 
Palestinians. However, 
Israel's negotiations with 
Syria and Lebanon remain 
deadlocked. 

“I am prepared to do what- 
ever it takes to try and finish 
the entire peace process 
which includes an agreement 
with Syria and Lebanon as 
well as the final status of the 
agreement between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians,” 
Mr. Clinton told Israel TV. 

Mr. Clinton also pledged 
to support Israel in its cam- 
to stop suicide attacks 
militants who have killed 
of Israelis over the 
past two years. 

"I hate terrorism. I will do 
everythig I can to support 
Israel’s attempt to stomp it 
out,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“But I believe that only the 
long run, the course we are 
pursuing, is more likely to 
bring an end to terrorism 
than trying to go back the 
other way and having no 
agreement. Then the enemies 
of peace will have a field, 
-day,” Mr.- Clinton added. 

Mr. Cttnton was evasive 
when asked whether the Un- 
ited States would move its 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. As a preadentiaT 
candidate in 1992, Mr. Clin- 
ton bad spoken of recognis- 
ing Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, but as president did 
not follow up. 

“I felt that historically. 


Jerusalem was the capital of 
Israel and would someday 
have the embassies, including 
ours,” he said in Friday's, 
interview. 

However, he added that as 
a mediator in the negotia- 
tions, the United States 
“should not do anything to 
make a public display that 
would disrupt the peace pro- 
cess.” 

“That is the most impor- 
tant tiling now, tire integrity 
of the peace process,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Under the glittering chan- 
deliers of tire East Room, 
Mr. Clinton presided Thurs- 
day over two hours of 
speeches and pageantry be- 
fore an audience of 200 diplo- 
mats, foreign ministers, 
cabinet secretaries and mem- 
bers of Congress. 

Mr. Arafat, who fought in 
his first war against Israel as a 
teenager in 1948, and Mr. 
Rabin, an Israeli brigade 
commander in that war, 
signed the 

ment at 1:16 p.tm EDT (1716 
GMT). 

Standing alongside a beam- 
ing President Gmton — who 
stands to get a political boost 
from U.S. mediation. of die 
accord the two theii dupli- 
cated the famous ice- 
breaking handshake they ex- 
changed two years ago in 
signing a declaration of peace 
principles at the White 
House. 

Israel meanwhile delayed 
tire start of the release of 
Palestinian prisoners that was 
to have coincided with the 
signing of the autonomy 
accord, with officials saying a 
few days were needed to 


study the cases of women 
prisoners who bad taken part 
m attacks on Israelis. 

Mr. Arafat was meanwhile 
meeting U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres on economic 
cooperation with the West 
Burk and tire Gaza Strip 
under the autonomy pact. 

A tripartite commission on 
economic development has 


been established including 
s, Israel ana 


the United States, 

Jordan, but Mr. Arafat ex- 
pressed hope of more conn- 
tries helping in the economic 
effort. 

Mr. Peres ‘meanwhild 
underfilled the need to work 
on economic matters to make 
the autonomy accord a suc- 
cess. 

“We all have to mobilise," 
Mb. Peres said, citing in par- 
ticular a plan to establish, 
industrial zones between 
Israel and the territories “in- 


stead of putting mines” 
there. 

Mr. Christopher for his 
part said he hoped Thurs- 
day’s accord would provide 
“a very strong incentive” for 
donor nations to follow 
through on pledges of econo- 
mic aid. 

So Ear $2.4 billion has been 
promised to tire Palestinians, 
but only $650 million has 
been released. 

Mr. Peres said the auton- 
omy agreement to transfer 
most or the occupied West 
Bank to Palestinian control 
will likely lead to a 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation, not a Palestinian 
state as envisaged by Mr. 
Arafct. 

Mr. Peres told CBS “This 


King: No losers and 
all winners in peace 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 




Morning” that Mr. Arafat 
was entitled to his dream of a 
Palestinian state, but said 
“we didn’t agree about 


(Coutimnd am 
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UJS. launches $50m project 


THE UNITED States on Fri- 
day launched a $50 million 
project to improve water and 
other services for Palestinians 
in the West Bank. 


.. ^ftThe U.S. Agency for In- 
ternational Development 
(USAID) launched a four- 
year, $50 mini on project de- 
signed to significantly im- 
prove the quality and quanti- 
ty of basic muniapal services 
to Palestinian residents of the 
West Bank,” the U.S. In- 
formation Service said in a 
statement. 


“The municipal services 


: consists of critical in- 
icture activities. The 
first set of activities, foaaing 
on water, totals. $8 mflfion 
arid , will be impfentented by. 
tire United Natrons Develop- 
ment Pr o gramm e (UNDP): 
“It wifi mdnde a w minion 
activity to construct and reha- 
bilitate water systems in more 
than a dozen West Bank vil- 
lages, providing 60,000 peo- 
ple with running water in 
their homes for the first 
time.” 

Theproject also included a 
$3 motion water system for 
Hebron. 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein has expressed hope that 
the deadlock in negotiations 
between Syria and Israel and 
Lebanon and Israel would be 
broken soon so that tbe “cir- 
cle” of peace in tbe Middle 
East could be completed. 

The King, delivering ■ 
short address at a reception 
hosted by U.S. President BQ1 
Chnton after Thursday's ago- 
ing of the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy agreement, also 
paid tribute to the Palestinian 
leadership for its 
“courageous” decision to 
make mace with Israel. 

The King said there would 
be no losers in making peace, 
and both sides were tire win- 
ners, but the key question for 
the leaders was to accept that 
conflicts pouM not be ref. 
strived without engaging the 
opposite party in negotia- 
tions. 

“How can you make peace 
with somebody you do not 
know?” said tire King. “How 
can you make peace with 
someone you cannot talk to? 
How can you explore tire 
possibilities the venues how 
can yon build trust and 
mutual confidence in each 
other?” 


V ' 

■■ 


Without specifically riam- 
Syria and Lebanon, tbe 
said: “Let us hope and 


pray that others will come, 
and 


we are sure that they 
will, and when they do they 
will exhibit even greater 
courage because their actions 
will complete tire circle and 
get us aU to enjoy what we 
nave been denied tor so long. 

“For them to join us will be 
more than welcome. We pray 
and hope that it will not be 
long borne seeing them with, 
ns and, with God’s wifi and 
guidance, see their contribu- 
tion for the establishment of 
the comprehensive peace that 
we seek.” 


The King said he had 
accepted long ago that with- 
out engaging tire opposite 
party in dialogue there could - 
be no solution to the conflict. 

He implicitly referred to 
his contacts with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin before Jordan and. 
Israel made peace and recal- 
led that President Clinton 
had asked the two of them as 
to how many years they had 
known each other. 

“I’d like to say that more 
than I would care to remem- 
Jber,” said the King. “As peo- 
ple in positions of responsi- 
bility, peace has always been 
our dream and our hope, and 
we strove to achieve it and 
’ turn it into a reality. Our 
. relations passed through 
some very very difficult mo- 
ments, passed thro ugh strife, 
and tragedies. Permit me to 
isay from my linnted experi- 
ence, I have always sought to 
- place myself in my opposite 
number's position time and 
again because alien peace 
arrives when such a goal is 
achieved it is not a question 
of one side winning and other 
losing. The reality is that 
everybody wins and for that 
' to happen there has to be 
understanding and comprom- 
ise and there has to be de- 
dkation and courage and 


ompaft 2) 


Libya: Palestinians 
leaving en masse 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — 
Libya on Friday announced 
the departure en masse of 
Palestinians expelled on the 
orders of tire country's leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

The official agency JANA 
said: “The Palestinian masses 
have started today to imple- 
ment their decision concern- 
ing the return to Palestine.” 
“A certain number of 
Palestinian families have be- 
their return journey,” 
agency added, without 
giving details on tbe numbers 
involved. 


expect to face tbe same prob- 
depor- 


tems as some earlier 
tees, who travelled across 
Egypt and back in search of a 



Col. Qadhafi said in a 
Sept. 1 speech that it was 
time for Palestinians in Arab 
states to “go home," in an 
attempt to swamp the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank and 
show the “fail ure” of Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga-, 
nisation (PLO) agreements 
to establish setf-rule there. 

More than 5,000 of Libya’s 
30,000 Palestinians have been 
expelled across the borders to 
Effljpt since then. 

Three busloads of de- 
ported Palestinians crossed 
from Libya into Egypt on 
Thursday and the Libyan au- 
thorities set up more tents to 
shelter thousands expected 
ever tire coining days. 

tiie latest batch crosscd on 


iestinians can enter the 
Gaza Strip and tbe West 
Bank only with the approval 
of the Israelis, who retain 
complete control of toe exter- 
nal borders. 

The Libyans have now set 
up 38 large tents on their side 
of tire border and border 
officials said they were put- 
ting up 12 more as temporary 
shelter for future deportees. 

Two U.N. agencies called 
on Libya and other Arab 
countries to help put an end 
to the suffering of Palesti- 
nians ejected by Tripoli. 


the same day that Palestinian 
leader Yasser . Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minist er Yit- 
Rabin signed in 
Washington an agreement on 
^tending sctf-nile to parts of 
West Bank still under 
occupation. 

It b a black day in the 
™iy of the Arab Nation," 
rep or t in g Thurs- 
aay * ceremony in Washing- 
ton. 

deportees 
*** JX of them were going to 
^ Gaza Strip through tire 
Effgptian border at Rafah 
the rest of the 150 on 
“c tones headed to Jordan 
“rough tire Egyptian Red 
5x53 port of Nuwribeh ‘termi- 
^ for a ferry to Aqaba. 

Ail of them have tbeir pap- 
ers in order and they did nor 


The heads of the UJ4. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) and the 
U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Re- 
fugees (UNRWA) called on 
Tripoli and Arab govern- 
ments to “redouble their 
efforts” to solve toe crisis. 

“I urge the Libyan govern-, 
ment to reconsider the cur- . 
rent wave of forced reloca- 
tions and expulsions,” the 
joint statement said. 

It’s director also called on 
“other governments to find a 
speedy solution to resulting 
h umani tarian problems.” 

“To condemn them to a 
nebulous existence in closed 
camps or in no man’s land is 
scarcely a satisfactory solu- 
tion to the complex situation 
affecting Palestinian re- 
fugees,” it said. 


ports i 
further 


The statement said that re- 
nts from Libya say “a 
1,500 Palestinians are 
currently being relocated 
from their homes to one or 
more camps in tbe Tobruk 
area, 150 nlometres from the 
Egyptian border." 

“Many of the expelled 
Palestinians had been Irving a 
normal fife in Libya for more 
than 20 years. Libya was 
generous to them. It is very 
sad to see such an abrupt and 
cruel disruption of their 
lives,” it said. 


Israeli is 
stabbed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
yonth stabbed an armed 
Israeli in the bade in the Old 
Gty of Jerusalem on Friday, 
the police said. 

■ The Israeli, despite a knife 
lodged in his back, managed 
to open fire with a pistol but 
his assailant escaped. The 
man, aged 37, was taken to 
hospital where doctors re- 
moved the knife. 

In the occupied West 
Bank, Palestinian mili tant* 
hurled two Molotov cocktails 
at a Jewish settlers’ home in 
the flashpoint town of Heb- 
ron, without causing injuries 
or damage. 

Israeli troops dosed down 


tire central marketplace after 
d the n< 


toe attack on the nearly 
Avraham Axine residence. 
The assailants escaped. 

In confrontations Friday, 
dozens of teenagers threw 
stones at soldiers. Troops 

'Hd not fire' rubber bullets or 
teaxgas. as is customary. 

At one point, two fire- 
bombs were thrown at tire 
Avraham Avinu settler com- 
tmd in downtown Hebron, 
xrnse, Israeli soldiers 
rounded up about 100 
Palestinians and ordered 
them to stand with their 
backs to a wall, Palestinian 


i? 


r© 


porters said. 

Soldiers confiscated 


toe 

identity cards of the de- 
tainees, and then called them 
forward individually. Young 
men were taken to a different 
area and toe older ones let 
go, the reporters said. 

Hardline groups, Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad have called 
for clashes with troops and 
Jewish settlers on Friday in 
protest at toe West Bank 
autonomy accord signed the 
previous day in Washington. 

Hundreds of settlers pro- 
tested in Hebron on Thurs- 
day, accusing Prime Minister 
Yitriiak Rabin of selling out 
greater Israel. 

“Settlers vowed to fight 
Israel's plans to turn over 


( Continued on page 7) 


Joint declaration pledges help to implement accord 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Gmton and tbe 
leaders of Jordan. Egypt, 
Israel and the Palestinian Au- 
thority pledged “to do every- 
thing possible to ensure suc- 
cessful and complete imple- 
mentation” of tbe Israeli- 


Palestinian agreement signed 
Sept. 28 in Washington. 


In a joint declaration of the 
Washington Summit, issued 
by toe White House, Presi- 


dent Ginton, King Hussein, 
President Hosni Mubarak, 


Prime Minister Yitzbak 
Rabin and Giairman Yasser 
Arafat “agreed to have their, 
representatives meet to dis- 
cuss ways to support this pro- 
cess and build upon it to 
achieve a comprehensive 
peace.” 


following is the text of tbe 
joint declarati on: 

: President Clinton, His 
Majesty King Hussein, Presi- 
dent Hosni Mnbarak JPrinre 
Minister Rabin and Chair- 
man Arafat met today to 
review tire dramatic progress 
which has already been made 
on the road to realisation of a 
r just, comprehensive and last- 
ing peace m toe Middle East 
and to consider -ways and 
means together to reinforce 
and accelerate that progress.' 

The leaders afimned tbe' 
historic importance of tbe 
Israel-Palestinian interim 
^agreement and praised the 
dedication and skill of toe 
negotiating teams led by 
Foreign Minister Peres and: 
Giairman Arafat. They ex- 


their support for the 
Authority as it 
assumed self-government re- 
sponsibilities under the; 
agreement and their hope 
that Palestinian elections 
would be held as soon as 
[possible. The leaders pledged 
to do everything possible to 
ensure successful and com- 
plete implementation of the 
agreement. They agreed to 
have their representatives 
meet to discuss ways to sup- 
port this process and build 
upon it to achieve a compre- 
hensive peace. 

Tbe leaders noted their 
appreciation for the interna- 
tional efforts undertaken 
since Sept. 13, 1993 to sup- 
port the Israel-Palestinian 
Declaration of Principles and 1 


its implementing agreements” 
They recognised the import- 
ance of economic coopera- 


acts of violence and terror. 


tion and development in sup- 
in the 


porting a lasting peace 

-region and committed them- 
selves to enhance mutual 
coordination for tire common ! 
benefit of their peoples a©3st 
the region. In tins regard. 


the region. In tins regard, 
they pledged their full sup- 
port for toe upcoming Am-. 


port for toe upcoming 

man Economic Summit and' 
for establishment of a Middle 
East Development Bank. 


They reaffirmed their deter- 
mination to confront all ene- 
mies of peace and reiterated 
the need for all possible mea- 
sures to be taken — founded 
upon the rule of law — to 
ensure security for the 
citizens of Israel and for the 
Palestinian people. 


They reiterated toe call for an 
end to the Arab boycott as. 
soon as possible. 


The live leaders expressed 
their condemnation in tbe 
strongest possible terms of all 


The leaders reviewed prog 
ress in the Syria-Israel nego- 
tiations and reaffirmed theii 
conviction that early conclu- 
sion of a peace treaty be- 
tween these two countries 
and between Israel and Leba- 
non would be key steps to- 
ward tbeir common goal of a 
just, comprehensive and last- 
ing peace in the region. 


Holbrooke presses 
Bosnians for truce 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.S. troubleshooter Richard 
Holbrooke -returned to 
Sarajevo Friday for another 
round of shuttle diplomacy 
aimed at getting a ceasefire in 
Bosnia as dashes between 
government forces and tire 
Bosnian Serbs continued. 

Arriving at the presidency 
for talks with Boatian offi- 
cials tbe U.S. assistant secret- 
ary of state said that ^cease- 
fire was still a long way off 
and divisions over territory 
remained “very wide.” 

He said that toe Serbs were 


As the m eeting w as under- 
way Bosnian Sorb radio 're- 


ported heavy fighting be- 
tween government troops 
and their forces in Koajk 40 
kilometres southwest of 
Sarajevo and in tbe region of 
Mostar. 


a long way from accepting the 
conditions put by the Bos- 
sefire 


U.N. officials could not 
confirm the fi ghtin g on Fri- 
day but said that some 40 
artillery detonations were 
heard in the area of Konjic 
on Thursday. “This was 
assessed as a Bosnian govern- 
ment army attempt to re- 
move the threat of Bosnian 
Serb heavy weapons to Kon- 


xrians for a ceasefire adding, 
“we haven't made any prog- 
ress on a ceasefire yet.” 
Mr. Holbrooke predicted 
his new round of diplomatic 
contacts between Bosnians, 
Croats and Serbs would be 
as tough as the previous ones. 
Mr. Holbrooke began the 
day with a 15 minute one-to- 
one meeting with Bosnian 
President AJija Izetbegovic. 
They were later joined by 
Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic and Hasan Muratovic, 
who handles relations with 
the United Nations. 



woman, said. 

Three people were killed in 
Bosnian Serb shelling attacks 
on Konjic on Thursday, local 
Bosnian radio repented. 

In the north of toe country, 
near Banja Luka, heavy 
fighting was reported to be in 
progress. The Bosnian Serb 
military press centre there 
said Croat and Muslim troops 
were trying to break through 
defence lines around Bosans- 
Jri Novi but had failed to do 


so. 


Syria says U.S. effort could 
bring peace deal with Israel 


DAMASCUS 
Syrian media saief on Friday - 
the United States’ efforts to 
push forward stalled Syrian- 
Isracli talks' could lead to 
peace between toe two coun- 
tries. 

The remarks followed the 
signing in Washmgton of a 
new Israel-Palestinian peace 
accord which Damascus has 
criticised. 

The official Syrian daily A1 , 
Baato renewed condemna- 
tion of the accord, saying in 
fell short of achieving peace 
in the Middle East 

Full peace in the region - 
could only be reached when 
Israel withdrew from the 
occupied Golan Heights, it 
said. 

“The efforts of the Amer- 
ican envoys will reach tbeir 
goals if they concentrate on 
an Israeli commitment to 
complete requirements of toe 
peace process,” AI Baato 
said. 

The issue*, of tbe Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in 
tite 1967 Middle oast war, is 
the main obstacle to peace 
between Syria and Israel. 
Damascus wants a fell Israeli 
withdrawal while the Jewish 


state demands a commitment 
to full diplomatic relations 
first. 

Damascus is also upset that 
the Palestinians and Jordan 
have made peace with Israel. 
It say it wanted a comprehen- 
sive Arab-IsraeK peace. 

Syrian Television on 
Thursday night showed shots 
of the signing of the latest 
PLO-IsraeK deal as tire third 
item in toe news with a brief 
comment.- The news also 
highlighted shots of the 
Palestinian opposition in tbe 
West Bank to the deal. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said on 
Wednesday he was optimistic 
the Syrian-Israeli talks could 
move forward and he would 
start a regional tour in the 
next two weeks. 

In Washington on Friday, 
President Bin Clinton was to 
meet toe leaders of Egypt 
and Jordan on ways to bring 
Syria mid Lebanon into the 
fold. 

“A new Middle East is in 
toe making,” PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said on Thurs- 
day. “And this new Middle 
East won’t be complete until 
we succeed on toe Syrian 


track and the Lebanesi 
track.” 

After Thursday’s signing 
Mr. Arafat, Mr. Ginton 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit 
zhak Rabin, along with Egyp 
tian Presidnet Hosni Mubar 
ak and King Hussein issued t 
statement calling on Syrit 
and Lebanon to join m i 
comprehensive Middle Eas 
peace. 

“The leaders reviewee 
progress in toe Syria-Israe 
negotiations and reaffirmec 
their conviction that earij 
conclusion of a peace treat] 
between these two countries 
and between Israel and Leba- 
non would be key steps to- 
ward their common goal of a 
just, comprehensive and last- 
ing peace in the region,” & 
said. 

The statement also said 
that Mr. Ginton, Mr. Rabin, 
Mr. Arafat, King Husseiii 
and Mr. Mubarak “expressed 
their condemnation in the 
strongest possible terms of all 
acts of violence and terror,’’ 
and vowed to confront all 
enemies of peace. 

It added that the leaders 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Clinton gets first-hand brush with 
last- minu te snag in self-rule deal 


Israelis said to seize 
Lebanon church land 


Clinton: Israel fully 
committed to accord 


WASHINGTON (USA) — 
Last minute snags are not 
rare in negotitzng irigh-ieve 
diplomatic agreements, but 
President BUI Clinton re- 
minded his Middle Eastern 
guests Thursday that there is 
a certain amount of pressure 
involved when the obstacle 
pops up with television 
cameras already focused on 
the seigning table. 

The snag, a senior adminis- 
tration official was quick to 
point out, involved a relative- 
ly minor language, problem 
and did not threaten signing 
of the interim accord on 
Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Banka. But it (fid cause 
unusual interest intfis de- 
tailed maps of tiw regino 
each of the leaderse initial- 
led, and it did delay the East 
Room signing cerem o n y by 
about IS minutes. 

Mr. Clinton learned of the 
hang-up during a plenary ses- 
sion with the major players in 
the signing — Israel’s Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
jKing Hussein, Egypt's Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Palestinian Authority Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. Aides to 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
had been meeting in another 
room to hammer out final 
(language on the timing of 
jwitndrawal of the Israeli De- 
fence Force from the Hebron 
area. 

“While the five-way discus- 
sion was going on,” the offi- 
cial said, “D ennis Ross came 
in and informed the group 
thate a snag had been hit and 
said that Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Arafat needed to caucus. 
They and Clinton adjourned 
to the president’s private din- 
ing room where the problem ■ 
was laid out and the president 
stressed that it was very im- 
portant, with the world wait- 
ing out there, to get this 
problem resolved.” 


The president left be two 
alone, mid within eight mi- 
nutes Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Arafat settled the matter, 
making what the official 
termed ,“pen and ink 
changes” to the typed agree- 
ment. That led to an ex- 
amination of tiie 25 detailed 
maps of the region spread out 
on the conference table of the 
Cabinet Room adjacent to 
the Oval Office. 

“Clinton went through 
them,” the official noted, 
“and remarked on the degree 
of detail involved; it brought 
borne to him how much work 
these guys had done.” 
While the official refused 
to give specifics on what 
caused the snag, he said it 
involved loosely-drafted lan- 
guage deliberately left under 
ui Taba in the rush to finish 
the agreement last week. 
’‘There was not really dis- 
agreement on the concept” of 
withdrawal, the official said. 
“The wording was what they 
had to work their way 
through. My understanding is 
the wording was left unlcear 
and they knew they would 
have to work through it” 
Perhaps fittingly, Mr. Clin- 
ton had been enthralled to 
hear de tails of the negotia- 
tions in Taba which led up to 
the accord, and of the very 
meticulous discussions in- 
volved there. Mr. Rabin, the 
official said, “gave the pres- 
idnet a fairly dramatic de- 
scription of last minute snags 
and how they had been 
solved. At one point, the 
prime minister said he told 
(Foreign Minister Shimon) 
Peres, “this tins thing done; 
the last thing I need to break 
the holiday (Jewish New 
Year) when I have to bring 
this to the Knesset.” It gave 
the president a sense of the 
atmosphere.” 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Rabin 


King: No losers in peace 


(Continned frtxn .page 1) 
selflessness. 

^“People cannot continue to 
live in ivory towers and watch 
more suffering, uncertainty 
and turmoil...” 

“Egypt, with its weight and 
position in the hearts of all in 
our region, was there in times 
of war and was there to be 
the first to move to. establish 
peace. The Palestinians, our 
brethren, have courageously 
upheld their responsibility to- 
wards themselves and the 
generations to come and all 
their neighbours who will 
rive them all the support 
(they) can in the times ahead, 
for their success ' will be 


• “I’d like to say how proud Ii 
am of this moment for both. 
-(Egyptian) President (Hosni> 
Mubarak,” the King said of 
die signing of the mael-PLO 
agreement, which he de- 
scribed as “another major 
step on the road to peace in 
our area, in our part of the 
world, the cradle of civilisa- 
tions, the birthplace of the 
three faiths, Abrahamic reli- 
gions, the land of the children 
of Abraham, and their chil- 
dren and their descendants.” 
“I would like to say how 
grateful we are for the con- 
sistence of thought we have 
received from our friends in 
tiie U.S.,. while listening to 
my colleagues speak I saw 
tears in the eyes for what they 
said and_what I say come 
from then hearts. Well never 
forget all that you’ve done for 
us and all that you will con- 
tinue to do for us for we are 
partners in the casue of 
peace, and a better future for 

all peoples and certainly 
ours, a peace of the three, a 
peace that incorporates all 
that we believe in, democra- 


cy, pluralism and respect for 
human rights, a peace that 
gives the generations to come 
the opportunity to . build and 
work together and share their 
experiences, having con- 
quered the fear of each other 
mat separated them over so 
many years. 

“Both Arabs and Jews 
have suffered so modi. Both 
come from the same origins, 
and over a long period of 
time, certainly my lifetime, 
there was mnch suffering and 
modi loss, dear loss to us 
all.” 

Addressing president Clin- 
ton, the King said: 

“These years when you 
have been at the helm of the 
great American nation have 
seen ns coming closer 
together than we have ever 
been in terms of the trust, 
mutual respect, and... our 
relations, for we in Jordan 
are all friends of the U.S. of 
America. We have been com- 
jforted to know that yon are 
with us through eveiy mo- 
ment in our endeavour to 
achieve peace, by your sup- 
port and understanding, com- 
mitment, encouragement, 
courage, and interest in that 
worthiest of causes. And I 
would recall your being with 
us, and Mr. Rabin and my- 
self, the Jordanians and the 
Israelis, all our brethren in 
the area of Aqaba and Eilat. 

“When we saw the ratifica- 
tion of our peace treaty we 
will also remember the very 
moving coincidence, moving 
because ... Mrs. Clinton 
{was) with yon on her birth- 
day that coincided with that 
day. That will remain in the 
minds of all of us and genera- 
tions to come for all times. It 
has been a long way, it has 
been a long struggle but we 


also met one-on-one to evalu- 
ate what steps could be taken 
to move the Syrian negotiat- 
ing track forward and “how 
to deal with some of the. 
procedural issues that have 
prevented progress over th 
epast couple of months.” 

In his 30-minute session 
with Mr. Arafat, Mr. Clinton 
emphasised to the Palestinian 
leader the need to end terror- 
ism, both in terms of what the 
interim agreement provides 
and in terms of the percep- 
tion with which die interna- 
tional community views a 
Palestinian entity. The presi- 
dent noting that extension of 
the U.S. legislation allowing 
financial aid to the Palesti- 
nians is pending in Congress, 
suggested that the degree to 
whdh Mr. Arafat satisfies the 
concerns of the legislature on 
terrorism could have an im- 
pact on the measure. 

Mr. Arafat assured Mr. 
Clinton of his seriousness of 
purpose, the official said, and 
.pointed out that violence in 
the region has been carried 
out against Palestinians 
favouring the peace process 
.as well as against Israelis. He 
told Mr. CUnton, the official 
added, that he moving to 
undercut terrorism by by 
educating Palestinians on the 
stakes involved in successful 
implementation of. agree- 
ments with Tel Aviv, and that 
be has also increased security 
measures in areas already 
under control of the Palesti- 
nian Authority. . 

The official said Mr. Ara- 
fat’s very presence with Mr. 
CUnton in the Oval Office 
“represents an evolution” in 
U.S. relations with Palesti- 
nians; although Mr. Arafat 
had been in the office last 
year with Mr. CUnton and 
Mr. Rabin, it marked the first 
time. Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Arafat met bilaterally. “It 

salute the bravery, the cour- 
age, moral (ana) physical, 
tiie faith, the determination 
of those who have come 
together today not for the 
first time, Israelis and Palesti- 
nians, in- this major step on - 
tiie path to peace, and recon- 
ciliation and driving away the 
shadows of darkness and de- 
spair and anger. 

"We have to be vigilant 
because unfortunately there 
are the sceptics and enemies 
of peace. But may I venture 
to say and state categorically 
that in our three great faiths 
and religions there is only 
one call that is predominant 
and it is the caU of tolerance 
between brothers and be- 
tween peoples and respect for 
each other and for fife and 
the fulfilment of our duties as 
human beings in the worship 
of God. 

“I thank you very very 
mnch indeed.” 

“It is so wonderful to be 
among so many friends and 
familiar faces that have be- 
come more so every time we 
meet and every step we take 
towards the brighter, trappier 
future which, God willing, 
will be achieved to the gen- 
erations to come within our 
area and the world. I thmk 
that we are fortunate to have 
taken more than our share of 
the interest of the American 
people at particularly this 
time with the O J. Simpson 
trial.” 

On Friday, King Hussein 
met with Mr. Rabin and dis- 
cussed with him preparations 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit to be held in 
Amman in November and 
regional development pro- 
jects which win help improve 
standards of fiving and contri- 
bute to enhancing security 
and stability. 

The meeting was attended 


was a free-flowing discus- 
sion,” the official said. 

Most of the substantive dis-' 
mission during the large 
meeting — the first time the 
.leaders of the United S tastes, 
Jordan, egypt, Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority had 
been together in the same 
room — covered the situation 
in Bosnia, with Clinton’s 
Muslim visitors outlining 
their view of the conflict be- 
tween the mostly Muslim 
Bosnian government and 
Serb separatists. 

“There was an extensive 
exchange of views, “the offi- 
cial noted, “in terms of Mus- 
lim relations with the Euro- 
peans, with the United 
States, and their place in the 
.world. It was quite meaty, 
with a lot of participation 
from all of the parties. ” Mr. 
Clinton gave his guests a “de- 
tailed rundown” of the. cur- 
rent negotiations aimed at a 
ceasefire and a settlement. 

» The five agreed on the 
importance of Mideast re- 
gional economic develop- 
ment and the contribution to 
that goal that could be made 
by the Amman summit meet- 
ing nextg month. They 
agreed on the need to create 
a Mideast development bank 
and, discussed European 
objections to current plants 
for its structure and capita- 
lisation. 

1 The luncheon which con- 
cluded the first day’s working 
session, the offidal said, was 
“very animated and quite col- 
legial.” He said the five had 
developed a degree of com- 
fort with one another which 
allowed good-natured laugh- 
ter at the loopholes each side 
detected in the other’s nego- 
tiating positions. “It was the 
Iddn or exchange.” he said. 


SEDON (AP) — A Christian 
clergyman Friday accused 
Israeli troops of seeking to 
annex land on the Lebanese 
side of the border with Israel 
which belonged to his church. 

Rev. Nader AW Nader, a 
Marorate Catholic priest in 
Tyre, said church officials 
have protested the Israeli ac- 
tion to United Nations obser- 
vers in South Lebanon who 
promised to look into it 

In a telephone interview 
from Tyre, some 40 
kilometres south of Sidon, 
provincial capital of South 
Lebanon, Rev. Abi Nader 
said tiie Israelis had moved 
barbed wire that marked the 
Lebanese border in tiie west- 
ern sector of the enclave they 
occupy in Sooth Lebanon. 

That, he said, put the land 
— some 10 hectares — in 
Israeli territory. 

. New wiring was being set 
up at a location near Btaishe 
in the western sector of an 
Israeli-occupied border en- 
clave, he said. 

% Ten days ago, Rev. Abi 
Nader added, Israeli bulldoz-. 
ers began plowing olive 
groves that had been dam- 
aged by sospected arsonists 
two months earlier. 

“There are fears of takeov- 
er and then annexation” of 
tiie land, he told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

The land belongs to the 
Maronite bishopric of Tyre. 
Bishop ■ Maroon Sader has 


gone to the border enclave, 
know as the “security zone,” 
to by to get the Israelis out, 
said Rev. Nader. 

The United Nations In- 
terim Force In Lebanon, 
which has positions in tiie 
area, said it was investigating 
the claim. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Israel. 

The Tyre bishop was 
quoted Friday by the inde- 
pendent Beirut newspaper A1 
Nahar as saying the church 
had complained to U.N. au- 
thorities r the south “for the 

sake of preserving the own- 
ership of the property by all 
legal and international 
means.” 

Lebanse military sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said it was too 
early to determine if the 
Israelis wanted to annex the 
land or were just clearing the 
burned trees to possibly set' 
u p a n ew militar y bas e. . 

' Lebanon has repeatedly 
accused Israel of seeking to 
redraw the border to seize 
water resources located with- 
in the security zone. 

Israel has denied the 
accusations, claiming it has 
no territorial ambitions in 
Lebanon. 

It says the buffer it created 
in 1985 on some 1,100 square 
kilometres of Lebanese terri- 
tory was intended to prevent 
cross-border attacks on 
Israel. 


Deal with Syria 
unlikely in 1996, 
Rabin is told 


Iddn of exchange,” he said, 
“that couldn't have been im- 
agined a year ago.” 

by Prime Minister Sharif 
2*id Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Qasem, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
All Ben A1 Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal 
- Ben Mohammad, Foreign 
Minister Abd.nl Karim 
, Kabariti, Minister of Industry . 
• and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Jordanian 
Ambassador in Washington 
Fayez Tarawneb. 

On Wednesday, King Hus- 
sein discussed with U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry the Jordanian armed 
forces’ needs of modem 
military equipment and 
weapons. 

Mr. Perry said tiie United 
States understands Jordan’s 
needs, adding that some of 
these needs were under study 
by the U.S. Congress. 

The King and Mr. Perry 
agreed that a high-level joint 
military meeting should be 
convened to conduct a com- 
prehensive revision of Jor- 
dan’s military req uire me n ts. 

During his visit to the U!S. 
Defence Department, the 
King was quoted as saying 
that the Taba agreeme n t be- , 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians was bound to add jnore 
momentum to the peace pro- 
cess. 

Asked to comment on the 
defection to Jordan last 
month of Iraqi General Hus- 
sein Kamel, the King said 
that Gen. Kamel and his 'par- 
ty would stay in the Kingdom 
for the forseeable future and 
would not go to any other 
country. 

Mr. Peny was quoted as 
■ telling the press that Jordan’s 
request for modem weapons 
was legitimate and the U.S. 
sought to work with Jordan in 
matters of mutual defence 
and in meeting the King- 
dom’s needs. 


The Jerusalem Post 

A WRITTEN assessment 
submitted recently to Prime 
Munster Yitzhak Rabin by an 
official government organ 
contends that the stalemate 
in talks with Syria is real, and 
that the November 1996 U.S. 
election renders progress 
even less likely. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
.Warren Christopher, howev- 
er, said yesterday that .the 
time may be ripe to nudge 
Syria toward peace H With 
-Israel. 

A cabinet minister dose to 
'Rabin said he “generally 
agrees with the assessment 
and is in no hurry to initiate 
any drastic moves in the talks 
with Syria, especially in light 
of elections in Israel and tiie 
upcoming implementation of 
the Oslo 2 agreement. 

“Rabin was sincerely and 
genuinely interested in a deal 
with Syria. In fact, as far as 
he was concerned there was a 
“Syria first” policy in 1993 
ana for most of 1994. Bntnow 
we are entering a crucial elec- 
tion year and given the obsta- 
des in the talks with the 
Syrians, I don’t see the gov- 
ernment opening a second 
political front, especially now 
that the agreement with the 
Palestinians has been signed. 

“The strategic advantages 
.of a peace agreement with 
Syria are tremendous, but the 
public will not feel its im- 
mediate effects. Nor will the 
public be disadvantaged by 
the absence of an agree- 
ment," the minister said. 

The report estimates that 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
“still shows no signs of urgen- 
cy in reaching a deal with 
Israel. He believes that' 
Israel’s security demands, as' 
presented by Chief of Gener- 
al Staff 'Lieutenant-General 
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak to his 
Syrian counterpart in 
Washington last Jane, are 
tough and uncompromising 
and are designed to ensure an 
Israeli military presence cm 
the Golan Heights.” 


The report, a periodic 
assessment of regional de- 
velopments, also contends 
that Assad ‘realises the U.S. 
election is bound to edipse 
the Middle East, .and that 
President Bill Clinton will be 
unable in 1996 to get, the 
financial assistance an Israeli- 
Syrian deal may require. 

Interviewed on NBC's To-, 
day show, Christopher said 
he expressed todays signing 
of the second-stage Israeli- 
Palestinian accord to give 
Syria new reasons to make 
peace,' 

“I think it may be the 
moment to move on the Sy- 
rian track. I find that prog- 
ress on one track tends to 
encourage the other tracks,” 
he said. 

• Christopher said he ex- 
pects to visit the Middle East 
in tiie next two or three 
weeks to press for more prog- 
ress toward a comprehensive 
peace. 

He did not say whether his 
next trip would be in con- 
junction with his previously 
scheduled attendance of an 
economic summit in Amman 
at the end of October or 
whether be would make a 
separate trip in advance. 

Christopher rejected critic- 
ism by his predecessor, James 
Baker, that the U.S. might 
not be moving aggressively 
enough to help bring about 
an Israeh-Syrian peace. 

“In this situation the par- 
ties have to be ready,” he - 
said. “The Syrian party and 
the Israeli parties have not 
been ready... One has to 
have the sense of the time to 
move, the moment to move.” 

. Baker said in an interview 
with Reuters this week that ! 
he believes a deal could be 
made between Israel and 
.Syria, “but I don’t think it 
will happen without some 
overall assertive diplomacy 
on the part of the U.S. in the 
form of presenting options, in 
trying to break some of the 
deadlocks involving the 
security question.” 


(Continued fro® P*f* 
dreams, we agreed about tiie 

realities.” _ . 

“I think the best solution, 
and I am saying it with fall 
respect to Chairman Ararat, 
will be a Jordaman- 
• Palestinian confederation 
which would enable all 
Palestinians to be together 
and enable us to have those 
parts of the land important to 
’out security demilitarised, 
Mr. Peres said. 

Asked if there was any 
reality to Mr. Arafat’s dream 
*of a Palestinian state, Mr. 
Peres said: “I think this is 
part of his dream, (but) since 
we've spent so much time 
together, I know he too is 
convinced the real solution is 

a Jordanian-Palestinian 

framework reality, and this is 
what will happen in my 
judgement.” 

After the signing of the 
transfer accord at the White 
House, Mr. Arafat, President 
Clin ton and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
along with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
King Hussein, issued a state- 
ment siting on Syria and 
Lebanon to join a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace. 

They said early condusion 
of peace treaties between 
Israel and both Syria and 
Lebanon “would be key steps 
toward their common goal of 
a just, comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the region.” 
But Mr. Peres told CBS he 
was not confident Syria and 
Lebanon would agree to 

comprehensive peace. 

He said their “idea to con- 
duct negotiations only be- 
tween military people is a 
mistake. The idea to conduct 
tiie agenda just around the 
security issue... is another 
mistake. I think nobody 
should bfi timid about peace. 
We should have to talk about 
it on all levels and we have to 
cover all subjects.” 

Mr. Rabin said Friday- 
Israel intends to pull out of 
six West Bank towns by the 
end of the year, but cannot 
commit to a firm date for 
completing withdrawal. 

’ The pace of troop with- 
drawal depends on tiie con- 
struction of bypass roads for 
Jewish settlers, Mr. Rabin- 
told Israel army radio in an 
interview from Washington. 

“In the wording (of the 
agreement), there is no com- 
mitment although it is our 
intention” to complete with- 
drawal by 1995, Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Mr. Rabin’s remarks re- 
flected a compromise he 


worked out with Mr. Arafat 
just before the signing of 
their agreement. 

“Arafat first demanded 
that Israel commit to a troop 
pullback from the West Bank 
towns of Jenin, Nablus, Tul- 
karem, Kalldtiya, Ramalfah • 
and Bethlehem by the end of 
December, army radio said.* 
Mr. Rabin refused to set 
a deadline, telling Mr. 
Arafat all depended on how 
quickly settler bypass roads 
can be built around Beth- 
lehem and Ramaflah. Israel 
has said it hoped to complete 
the paving by the end of the 
year. . 

“I have a commitment to 
the settlers not to pull out of 
Ramallah and BetiueheVn be- 
fore there is an appropriate 
solution for their travel, Mr. 
Rabin said on army radio. 

In a compromise, the two 
leaders settled for an Israeli 
“intention” to withdraw from 
the six towns by the end of 
the year. .... 

The agreement already 
stipulates that Israel has until 
March 30 to redeploy in the 
seventh city, Hebron, where 
450 Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians. 

The starting date for a 
troop pullback remained un- 
dear Friday. 

Mr. Arafat said Thursday 
night that the withdrawal, 
would start 10 after the sigiw 
ing ceremony, or around Oct. 
8. 

However, Israeli officials 
have said the two rides bad 
not yet agreed on a starting 
date for a troop withdrawal. 

Palestinian opponents of 
the PLO-Israel accords 
staged sit-ins in Lebanon on 
Friday. 

Fifty Palestinian members 
of popular committees which 
run refugee camps in the 
Tyre region of South Leba- 
non held a peaceful protest 
strike outside the offices of 
U.N. peacekeepers in the 
port city. 

They also Han ded a U.N. 
peacekeeper a message 
addressed to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali de- 
nouncing the Taba accord. 

. ban denounced the accord 
saying Mr. Arafat had bet-* 
. rayed his people -and sold out 
vlo the Jewish state. 

Mr. Yazdi, who was 
addressing the Friday prayers 
at Tehran University, said 
the deal “was doomed in 
advance, for it can solve no- 
thing” and “each of its 
clauses represents a conces- 
sion to the Israelis.” 


Egypt seeking return of 
Rusetta Stone from U.K. 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt may Greek and hieroglyphics, x 
seek the return of the Rusetta well as bearing the demotic 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt may 
seek the return of the Rusetta 
Stone from. Britain to mark' 
tiie 200th anniversary of tiie 
expedition which discovered 
the slab of basalt providing 
the key to deciphering 
hieroglyphics. 

“Egypt is considering the 
possibility of asking UN- 
ESCO to intervene with Bri- 
tain to enable the return of 
.the Rusetta Stone to Egypt,” 
Culture Minister Faruq Hos- 
ni told the Arab daily A1 
Hayat Friday. 

The black basalt slab which 
is 114 centimetres long and 72 
centimetres wide has been 
preserved in the British 
Museum in London since the 
19th century. 

It was uncovered during 
the 1798-1801 French expedi- 
tion organised by Napoleon 
Bonaparte to Egypt by army, 
captain Pierre Bonchard dur- 
ing building works in , July 
1799 near Rusetta', or 
Rashid, on the Mediterra- 
n ean. 

Inscribed in two languages. 


Greek and hieroglyphics, as 
well as bearing the demotic 
script it carried a decree of 
Ptolemy V. Epbiphanes, 
drawn up in 190 B.C. in 
commemoration of his acces- 
sion to the. throne. 

The deciphering was the 
work of two men, Britain’s 
Thomas Young followed by 
Frenchman Jean-FrancoiS; 
Champollion. Their painstak-j 
ing ■ translations finally ran 
abled Egyptologists to unlock 
the secrets of the pharaohs.”; 

But a senior official from 
the antiquities department, 
Zahi Hawass, said there was 
no legal baas for an Egyptian 
claim. 

“Although Egypt has a 
well-founded and legitimate 
desire to recover all its pieces 
from abroad, the agreement 
on the restitution of anti- 
quities, signed in Rome last 
April, only gives us the right 
to recover items taken rafter 
1972,” he said. . 

“It would be better to try, 
to recover the Rusetta Stone 
through goodwill,” he said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

■ 14.-06 Back to the Future 

14:30 ... Hut; and tbc Hendersons 

15:00 Only in HoOywood 

15:30 Soccer Match 

17*0 

Children's programme — Les 
Monde* Endouk 

17:30 

Doc. — Le Biccntcnaire du 
Louvre 

lfe» Drama— Operation Open 

19*0 News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Faut Pas Rover 

1*30 New Headlines 

1%35 First Flights 

2fcO0 Major Dad 

2fc25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:19 Drama— Cover 

22 40 News in English 

2205 

Feature film: “Incident in a Small 
Town" 

23£0 The “Ho Flute (PlI) 

PRAYER TORES 

05.-OT Fair 

06:24 (Sunrise) Dulu 

12£6 Dhuhr 

1S-J0 ‘Asr 

1&28 Maghreb 

19*45 “lfiha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 


Sweffleh, Td. 810740 ' 
AaeoUa of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Chord! TcL 624590. 
Charch a t the >nwi tsilnn Tel. 
637440. 

De h Salle OOdkfa Tel. 661757 
Temmada Ckmck Tel: 622366 
Cfcmth of the rtimunrlslliiii TcL 
623541. 

. Augton Church Td. 630851. Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Armenian CaftoBc Charch TcL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephnha Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chord] Td. 

^52526, 

Laa * arm Charch Td: 

824328, 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Charch of Nazanme TeL67S69l. 
The EvangdieaJ Local Cfcurefa to 
Amma n 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Hot weather conditions will con- 
tinue 10 prevafl today with temper- 
ature* above average by four de- 
grees centigrade and winds north- 
easterly moderate, A arid air mass' 
» ejected to affect the Kingdom 
Sunday, so temperatures are ex- 


pected to drop whfi a chance for 
scattered showers and winds north- 
westerly active. In Aqaba, it trill be 
hot with winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm. On Sunday, temper- 
atures arc expected to be southerly 
active and seas rough. 

MmJMax- temp. ” — 

Amman 20/34 

Aqaba. 26/41 

18/36 

Jordan Valley 25/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures:' 
Amman 34, Aqaba 41 Humkfity 
readings: Amman 26 per cent, 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.MukldesHalasafa 819220 

Dr. GhdebZawakfeh 736011 
Dr. Nhtal Artd 751672 

Dr. Yousef AI FaqBi 790104 

finis pharmacy 661912 

radows pharmacy 778336 

^ AM pharmacy 637055 

Nairotikfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

S hmcis am pharmacy 637660 


Najfc pharmacy 847632 


IIUHD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 
Alqnds pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shaltin 995710 

KhaHfefa pharmacy 985417 


Gvfi Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoScc 192,621111,637777 

Fite Brigade 617101- 

Blood Bank 775121 

ft** 843402 

TrafficPollce 896390 

ftbfcSecurity Department 630321 

-Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints ...661176’ 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Gampfauats 787111- 

Tckpba : Information 

(directory assistance) J21 

Overseas Calli 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Ratfo Jordan 77411J- 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Efeorierty Authority 

815615 


Electric Power 

Company— 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen ABa Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: ~ — 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khatidi Maternity. J. Amu 

644281/6 

Aldleb Maternity. J. Amn. 

, 642441/2 

Jabol Annum Maternity .... 642362 

MaBias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, S hmeKmii 664171/4 

Shmcuatni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasfaer Hospital 667227/9 

. The Islamic, Abdali ...... 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdafi - 664164/6 

Kalian. Al-Mnhajreen ... 777101/3 

AI-BasHr, J. Ashrafleh 775111/26 

Army. Maria - 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital —602240/50 

Aaal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery .865199 


.. (03)314111 


ZanpCovLHt 
Zarqa National 


Ibo Sins Hospital ...... (fl 

AlKfaua Modna Hospital { 
KUh 

Irinas Banna Hospital. — I 
GredOthoficHomka] | 

Ibo AINsJees Hospital ( 

AQABA: 


R_t' ~' ti * v - ■ 

mxm naji nospnai 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tbk information it supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
■department at the Queen ABa In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08153200- 
J^wbere it should always be mi- 

AUDVAJLS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

04:45 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

0fc4S — New De»ri (RJ) 

•9:15 - Amda(RJ) 

0fc35 Beirut (RJ). 

0*4© Abu Dhabi, Aqaba (RJ)- 

IMS Karachi, Dubai (Rjj 

IfeM — Colombo (RJ) 

l4fc4S New Yoric, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

lfcOO Cairo, Alexandria (RJ) 

18:15 boodon, Berlin (RJ) 

19s48. Vienna (RJ)I 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 


0330 ................... Vienna 

18:10 ?. ^Damascus 


Shariqah. Do& YGF 

*4:10 RomcCAZ 

•MS Cairo (MS 

3hI0 Beirut (ME 

2B^0 Paris, Damascus (AF 

Mdl LarnacafCY 

5=2® Amsterdam (KL 

23e3b .... London. Damascus (BA 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights 
(Terminal 1) 

B40 Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

JJ 5 ** Vienna (rj) 

1M0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12£0 Geneva. Madrid ?Rj) 

12:18 Paris f aif 

*2:10 Cairo, Alexandria i RJ) 

12:15 ... Brussels. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*2*® London (RJ) 

LaxnacB (RJ) 

20:10 ........ Riyadh. Dtnhran (RJ) 

2fc2 0 Jeddah (RJ) 

2*=45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2100 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Othor Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

1M0..~.. Bahrain. Shariqah (GF) 

2*25 Cairo (MS) 

2200 LarnmiCY) 

2 s ** Damascus, Paris (AF) 

2^25 Amsterdam (KL) 


«k5© l:.T7Lbndon (Ba) 

NUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 

fep-Anaam... feOOLn. eveiy Monday 
AjW.DaniMM StfOp.n. every Monday 
ny-femns 7:30 aji.e*ay Sunday 
Arr. A n n— .... 5JMpjn. every Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Uppcrflowcr prior in fib per kg. 

Apple 600/400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 170/120 

Carrot 420020 

CaoWlnwer 300/180 

Cbaanbcra (large) 180/120 

Cucumbers (smaO) 300 / 200 > 

EfBPhwt 250/ 150 

nff 350250 

Garik 700/500 

Grapes 700/550 

Guava 60MOO' 

Lemon 270000 

WMrowflarge) 200/120 

Marrow(snua) 380/220 

Mulufchia 170/120 

.Gkra 850/700 

Onion (dry) 220/180 

Orange SXMOO 

Pepper flint) 240/180 

Pepper (sweet) 220/150 

Pomegranate 340/250 

Potato TSOI 200 

Spinach 300000 

String Beam 750/600 

Tomato 110/60; ' 

Water Melon 100/70 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Ai Hassan Friday opens the Amman Bac- 
calaureate School's third annual festival The one-day festival included a display 
of items produced by charitable and handicraft centres, musical performances, a 
show of traditional dresses by school students and a raffle. Revenues from the 
event will go to the Jordan National Red Crescent Society's branch in Ma'an. Tak- 
ing part in the festival were students from the Amman Baccalaureate School, dis- 
abled children from Al Hussein Society, and members of the Young Women's Mus- 
lim Association and Jordan's branch of the Regional Centre for the Welfare of the 
Blind (Petra photo) 


Three people die in road accidents 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three people, 
including a police officer, 
were killed and 13 were 
injured over the weekend, 
in three separate road acci- 
dents, according to Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) reports. 

On Thursday, in Hamra 
town in Mafraq, two people 
were killed and two more 
were seriously injured in a 
road collision on the 
Mafraq-Safawi highway, 
the reports said. 

According to the report, 
the accident, which 


occurred in the evening, 
involved a truck and a vehi- 
cle bearing Saudi tags. The 
report cited no details but 
identified the victims as 
Falah Salem, 23, and 
Mohammad Awad, the 
police officer, both Jordani- 
ans. 

Also on Thursday in 
Kafrabil town in Irbid, a 
43-year-old man was killed 
in a road accident, the 
reports said. 

Abdul Hamid Ahmad was 
killed instantly when the 
tractor he was driving 
rolled over and crushed him 
to death, the report said. 

In Karak, 11 people in 


Taybeh town of Karak were 
injured when the bos they 
were riding in rolled over, 
CDD reports said. 

The report said that the 
driver of the bus, Ali J.B., 
50, was speeding and lost 
control of the vehicle. 

Hospital officials at 
Karak Government Hospi- 
tal and Prince Ali Bin Hus- 
sein Hospital where the 
injured were taken told the 
Jordan Tunes Friday that all 
casualties suffered bruises 
and fractures and were 
treated and released the 
jams evening. • ■ 


UNRWA labour panels demand 
amendment to gag rule 


■ I ?Mi IrtSUfJ: 

••• 

- By-GhatiaAIul • --officials. 

Special to the Jordan Times fc '^agency’s 

case. 

AMMAN — Labour com- 
mittees at the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) have 
demanded that the agency 
repeal an article in its regu- 
lations which allows for 
imposing severe punish- 
ment on employees who 
speak to the press without 
authorisation, sources said. 

This demand bas come in 
light of the agency's deci- 
sion to fire the former dean 
of the Educational Sciences 
Faculty T w^in Manasrah 
for publicly critisising 
UNRWA for its decision to 
shut down the faculty. 

The agency postponed for 
one year the closure of the 
college after Dr. Manas- 
rah's protest, but also fired 
the former dean after warn- 
ing him that he should not 
talk to the press in violation 
of it? regulations. 

A labour committee rep- 
resentative said that some 
of the agency's regulations 
were mndft about 40 years 
ago, and it is tune UNRWA 
.v considered amending those 
- J rules. 

"We are living a different 
age^ . .we should not be 
punished far expressing 
ourselves," he said. 

But he said that it was 
unlikely that UNRWA will 
heed this demand in light of 
recent remarks by senior 




-rJ 

- defending ..the been resolved ln wui^.'.'. r. ' 
position on this "...the first thing we tiarLj 
expected from (Dr. Manas- 
rah) is exploring the oppor- 
tunities made available by 
democracy in a country that 
is in the process of building 
it: resorting to court and not 
escalating the case at the 
expense of other major 
issues whose importance 
and significance to the 
Palestinian people... is 
something of which we are 
all aware," said Ms. Abu 
Risheh. 

Meanwhile, UNRWA 
employees are optimistic 
that the agency would meet 
some of their other 
demands concerning work 
conditions at the agency, a 
labour committee source 
said. 

He said a senior Vienna^ 
based UNRWA official has 
promised serious consider- 
ation of the workers' 
demands for better terms 
for end of service compen- 
sation and salary increases. 

He said that the official 
announced that a special 
committee will visit Jordan 
in October to study the 
work conditions and the 
employees demands. 

The workers earlier this 
month staged two sit-ins to 
press their demands and 
threatened an open strike if 
the agency does not meet 
their demands. 


UNRWA's stand that 
employees should abide by 
regulations has received the 
support of a senior 
UNRWA employee, writer 
Zulaikha Abu Risheh, who 
argued that Dr. Manasrah 
violated the agency's regu- 
lation and should have fol- 
lowed the contract which 
he had signed when he 
joined UNRWA. 

"Even though the credit 
for saving foe faculty from 
closure this year goes to Dr. 
Manasrah, and despite our 
sympathy with him as a 
colleague and a friend. .. he 
did violate foe agency's reg- 
ulations that ban any 
employee from talking 
about the agency and harm- 
ing its interests or its repu- 
tation in the press," Ms. 
Abu Risheh said in an arti- 
cle published Al Rai Arabic 
daily Friday. 

Ms. Abu Risheh added 
that all employees signed 
contracts with foe agency, 
and accepted "to abide by 
its regulations do matter 
how anachronistic or unfair 
they are." 

Sbe said many people 
share the view that Dr. 
Manasrah rushed to the 
press and instigated it 
against the agency so that 
they can help Ms cause 
even though Ms case was a 
simple one that could have 



FRANCO- ARAB FILM FESTIVAL 

French-Egyptian film "Alexandrie, 

Always and Always," at Concord Cinema 
at 830p.m. 

FAIR 

* Display of Algerian products at Amman 
International Exhibit at Maxj Al Hamaxn 
(11*00 am. -8:00 pm.) 

EXHIBITIONS 

"Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" 
at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman 

* "Beneath the Waves," photographs on 
Aqaba underwater life by Julia Reinholt at 
lhe Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 


* Jordanian-Syrian-Turkish products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, Al Bassam Hall. 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orientales 
de la Fontaine," at the French 

Cultural Centre.* 

* Works by artist Ghazi 'Asayrah at foe 
Housing Bank Complex Gallery. 

SEMINAR 

* Seminar (in Arabic) entitled "Journalism 
and Educational Journalism" with partida- 
tion of Mohammad Rimawi and Adrian 
Mdanat at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture 
and Art at 7:00 p.m. 


Intellectual property rights group 
to set up regional patent office 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Society for the Protection 
of Intellectual Property 
(ASPIP) on Friday decided 
to establish an Arab region- 
al patent office and set up a 
masters degree course in 
inteUectal property rights 
(1PR) at a university affili- 
ated with the Arab League. 

The decisions were taken 
at an ASPIP general meet- 
ing, wMch also reelected 
Talal Abu Ghazaleh, chief 
executive of a pan-Arab 
firm with foe same name, as 
president of foe ASPIP. 

Work will start soon on 
setting up foe Arab regional 
patent by 1996. The mas- 
ters degree coarse in IPR 
will be established at a uni- 
versity in Alexandria, 
Egypt, affiliated with the 
Arab League. 

The ASPIP meanwhile 
also continued special 


workshops/training courses 
in IPR as part of its annual 

meeting in Amman, the first 
time the gathering is being 
held in Jordan. 

The focus of the meeting 
is a review of the laws and 
regulations pertaining to 
protection of IPR — copy- 
rights, patents and trade- 
marks — in foe Arab 
World. 

The ASPIP is seeking to 
impress upon Arab, govern- 
ments the need to have 
effective laws to protect 
these rights and strict 
enforcement of the legist 
lion. 

In a speech at the meet- 
ing, Thomas Bombelles, 
assistant vice-president of 
the Pharmaceutical 

Research and Manufactur- 
ers of America (PhRMA), 
called on the Jordanian 
government to revise the 
patent law to offer “ade- 
quate and effective” protec- 
tion for pharmaceuticals. 


He noted that as Jordan 
seeks increased 

international investment 
and trade, strong IPR laws 
and enforcement were “a 
vital precondition for 
attracting foreign direct 
investment.” 

Mr. Bombelles said 
PhRMA members were 
expected to spend almost 
$15 billion on “innovative 
biomedical research” this 
year, but a “major threat co 
foe ability of the research- 
based pharmaceutical 
industry to continue this 
progress is the lack of 
patent protection in many 
countries.” 

While' many countries 
have adopted pharmaceuti- 
cal patent protection, oth- 
ers, including Jordan, have 
not done so, be said. 

Addressing foe same 
issue, Minister of Culture 
S amir Hahashneh told the 
conference on Thursday 
that Jordan was fully com- 


mitted to upgrading its laws 
and regulations governing 
IPR. 

Mr. Habashneh noted that 
Jordan bad applied to join 
foe General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
wMch stipulates strict IPR 
laws and enforcement of 
the legislation. 

“The government aims to 
provide circumstances 
under wMch the present sit- 
uation harmonises with foe 
legislative requirements 
stipulated in foe agree- 
ment...,” the mini ster said. 

Noting also that Amman 
will host foe Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit next 
month, the minister 
that “in order to provide foe 
most proper environment 
that enables our future 
investments to grow, we 
have developed our legisla- 
tion, especially those relat- 
ing to commercial dealings 
in general and to supporting 


foe protection of intellectu- 
al property in particular...” 

The central theme of foe 
ASPIP meeting, wMch is 
being held simultaneously 
with the annual conference 
of foe Pharmaceutical 
Trademarks Group 

(FTMG), was emphasised 
by Mr. Abu Ghazaleh in a 
speech to foe general 
assembly. 

“The message that we 
need to send to our noble 
leaders is that honest busi- 
nessmen and creative and 
capable Arabs will all bene- 
fit from strong intellectual 
property protection (and) 
foe only losers will be 
cheap imitators, pirates and 
unethical businessmen,” he 
said. “Strong intellectual 
protery protection must be 
adopted by our govern- 
ments; our role is to support 
them by infoiming our 
peers and foe public of foe 
issues and of the relevance 
of fois issues to them.” 


Pressure groups seek to halt revamping 
of foreign labour market, says ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Labour is com- 
ing under pressure from 
local groups to halt foe 
revamping of foe foreign 
labour market situation in 
the country since foe Cabi- 
net instructed the authori- 
ties to correct the problem, 
minis try Secretary General 
Saleh Tarawneh said Fri- 
day. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted Mr. Tarawneh 
as saying that foe govern- 
ment r gjsen. -fareigp: 
workers jOntiF Oct- 25 to 
’ abide = by- foe - regulations, 
wMcH :v reqtKre that they 
obtain work permits, or the 
ministry would be forced to 
take measures against them. 


Mr. Tarawneh, who did 
not name foe groups that 
were pressing foe govern- 
ment against implementing 
foe labour regulations, said 
Jordan's labour market 
requires 70,000 to 80,000 
non-Jordanian workers to 
fill needs in specific jobs. 

Minister of Labour Nader 
Abul Sba'ar last month said 
nearly 260,000 non- Jorda- 
nians are working in foe 
Kingdom of whom only 
42,000 hold valid woikper- 
, . 

Since •. the government . 
rssuedits 4)ct: • 25 .deadline--' 
20-000 non-Jordanians 
have been issued permits. 

Stressing that after foe 
deadline the government 


will not resort to collective 
deportation, Mr. Tarawneh 
said that instead, each case 
will be studied separately. 

Mr. Tarawneh said foe 
government's moves are in 
line with agreements it bad 
concluded with Arab coun- 
tries, particularly Egypt 

Those agreements require 
a non-Jordanian to obtain a 
work permit through foe 
appropriate channels before 
coming to Juiaan, Mr. 
Tarawneh said. 

. , Any ■ infiringmpqj. on . foe 
.Cabmet's ihsmetions; 
either- on foe^-Jpartof 
employers or both- Jordan- 
ian workers, would be a 
violation of the Jordanian 
Labour Law, he warned. 


He said any employer 
who violates these rules 
will face penalties. 

Mr. Tarawneh said that 
foe non-Jordanians 

employed in jobs that could 
be held by citizens not only 
aggravates foe unemploy- 
ment problem, but causes 
losses to the state treasury 
because most of these for- 
eign labourers consume 
basic food supplies sub- 
sidised by foe state and they 
transfer more than $100 
million annually to' their 
home countries; “ 

According to foe govern- 
ment instructions non-Jor- 
danians will not be permit- 
ted to be employed in foe 
medical, engineering. 


administrative , financial, 
educational, and services 
sectors, nor as drivers, 
guards, office messengers 

or mechanics. 

Mr. Tarawneh told foe 
Jordan limes that in certain 
employment sectors, such 
as university faculties. 
non-Jordanians are issued 
work permits when there 
sufficient qualified staff are 
unavailable. 

Mr. Tarawneh said foe 
Jordanian law empowers 
' the ministry., to deport a 
' noh-Jordnaian working file- . 
gaily, but be.agains stressed- 
that each casef' will be 
processed separately after 
foe Oct 25 deadline. 


Seminar to review 
governors’ role in 
development 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two- 
day symposium on the role 
of municipal councils in 
community development 
starts here Sunday. The 
symposium will discuss 
such issues as role of the 
provincial governors in 
administrative audit and 
inspection, foe role of the 
Cities and Villages Devel- 
opment Bank in financing 
municipal councils and foe 
municipalities’ financial 
resources, in addition to the 
role of the Jordan Environ- 
ment Society and munici- 
pal councils in protecting 
the environment. The sym- 
posium, organised by the 
Institute of Public Admin- 
istration in cooperation 
with the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs. 


JWU to provide free court representation, 
legal advice to disadvantaged women 


By Lola KeOani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Legal consul- 
tation and court representa- 
tion will be provided for 
women in different parts of 
foe Kingdom, as part of foe 
Jordanian Woman's Union 
(JWU) legal awareness pro- 
gramme, according to JWU 
president Asma Khader. 

Starting next week, some 
Jordanian lawyers will vol- 
unteer a few hours a week 
to meet with and give free 
legal advice to women at 
foe lawyers' own offices, 
said Ms. Khader, herself an 
attorney. 

This type of free court 
representation is foe first 


organised service of its kind 
to be offered in Jordan, and 
it will only be provided to 
indigent women, said Ms. 
Khader. 

Many of these women's 
legal rights are violated 
because they cannot afford 
a lawyer, said Sawsan 
Ishaq, who offers legal con- 
sultation at JWU legal 
advice centres. 

The volunteer lawyers 
will represent the women in 
all types of legal cases, 
including crime cases, said 
Ms. Khader. 

"Society and families 
abandon and discriminate 
against a woman if she is 
accused of committing a 
criminal act; nobody is 


willing to support her, 
financially or morally" she 
said in explaining the need 
for the service. 

Sbe added that foe legal 
awareness programme also 
includes a free 20-hour 
course, consisting of 10 lec- 
tures on legal rights over an 
unspecified period of time 
for interested groups of 
women, according to Ms. 
Khader. 

The campaign also pro- 
vides legal consultation 
over foe telephone for 
women who prefer 
anonymity and who are 
unable to go to foe lawyers' 
offices. 

The new legal consulta- 
tion and court representa- 


tion services are comple- 
mentary to foe JWU's Legal 
and Social Consultation 
Centres at foe Baqa'a Camp 
and at Jabal Hussein. 

The reason for foe new 
move to have lawyers give 
free consultation at their 
offices is because most of 
the women who would ben- 
efit from this service prefer 
to discuss their legal prob- 
lems in foe privacy of an 
isolated office, rather than 
at foe centre which is more 
public and exposed, Ms. 

.. Khader said. 

Ms. Khader added that 
some male lawyers have 
also volunteered their ser- 
vices to foe programme. 


Zarqa women learning how to decide their political roles 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Zarqa — Participants in a 
two-day workshop on “Pro- 
moting women’s active par- 
ticipation in political deci- 
sion making” came away 
feeling that women should 
seek more opportunities to 
share their views on 
women’s role in politics in 
Jordan and strive to acquire 
the skills to enter foe politi- 
cal arena, according to 
Najda Bushnaq. foe driving . 
force behind foe workshop 
and main organiser of the 
event. 

“We have a problem in 
tha t although women form 
more than 50 per cent of the 
population, they don’t- share 
in politics. At foe moment, 
men take all foe decisions 
for them. Bui in order to 
have a truly democratic 
system, women must have 
an equal say in politics. 
With workshops like this 
one, women will learn how 


to decide for themselves,” 
said Mrs. Bushnaq, who 
has worked for women's 
rights in Zarqa over the last 
20 years. 

The workshop tried to ful- 
fil the double aim of pro- 
viding basic info rmati on 
about essential elements of 
foe democratic political 
system prevailing in Jordan 
and to teach women certain 
persona] skills that would 
strengthen their ability to 
take on an active political 
role, according to Josi 
Salem-Pickartz, director of 
foe The Middle East Centre 
for Human Studies, co- 
organiser of foe event. 

“An important step on foe 
road to women’s active 
political participation is for 
them to strengthen their 
ability to articulate their 
views in public,” she said. 

For that reason, organis- 
ers of foe workshop tried to 
strike a balance between 
lectures on the political sys- 
tem and group discussions 


during which participants 
were given the opportunity 
to present and defend their 
views. 

‘It is importmt to not 
only give information in the 
form of lectures, but to 
encourage discussion 
among participants in small 
groups, in order for women 
to learn to talk and to 
express an opinion in front 
of a group of people” Mrs. 
Josi Salem-Pickartz said. 

Laila Taha Sultan Murad, 
president of a local 
women's organisation, 

stressed foe importance of 
foe experience of coopera- 
tion among women during 
foe workshop. 

Women’s lack of uust in 
each other was 
participants 
leading obstacl 
political participation of 
women in Jordanian poli- 
tics. 

Participants identified a 
series of additional cultural, 
economic and legal obsta- 


cles to women's political 
participation which includ- 
ed foe lack of women’s 
financial independence, 
exacerbated by a job mar- 
ket that offers more job 
opportunities for men; dis- 
criminatory inheritance pat- 
terns, which often deprive 
women totally of their 
share in inheritance; foe 
multitude of a w oman ’s 
obligations in foe home; too 
many children in close suc- 
cession; the lack of self- 
confidence many women 
suffer from, partly seen as 
foe result of early discrimi- 
nation between boys and 
girls in foe family; foe lack 
of appreciation of women 
in fife culture as a whole; 
>-abfence of wanes as 
‘ in like nwfia; 
of support from 
women’s organisations; a 
lack of education for 
women and men about 
women's rights; discrimi- 
natory citizenship laws, 
which do not confer on a 


woman foe right to pass her 
nationality on to her hus- 
band and children; a lack of 
knowledge about women’s 
rights within mar riage and 
a strong adherence to tradi- 
tion. 

The workshop was 
attended by 35 women 
from different walks of life 
and a handful of interested 
men, including a local reli- 
gious leader. 

Mrs. Bushnaq called on 
foe men present at foe 
workshop to actively par- 
ticipate in changing old 
rules and traditions which 
hinder women’s participa- 
tion in political decision 
making. 

The event was sponsored 
by tbe Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung, a German political 
organisation promoting 
development. According 10 
foe organisers, a series of 
similar workshops are in 
foe malting. 
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North said to have missiles 
near border with S. Korea 
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SEOUL (Agencies) — 
North Korea has deployed 
hundreds of long-range mis- 
siles capable of carrying 
nuclear or chemical war- 
heads near the border with 
South Korea, the South’s air 
force chief of staff said 
Friday. 

General Kim Hong-Nae 
told parliament’s Defence 
Committee the Communist 
North posed a serious mili- 
tary threat to the South by 
deploying more than 600 
Frog rockets and Scud mis- 
siles. 

It was not clear from the 
general's remarks whether 
the deployment was a recent 
development. 

The South Korean capital 
Seoul is within range of 
Frog rockets while Scud 
missiles could reach every 
comer of the south, he said. 

“Should the North attack 
(the South) with the mis- 
siles loaded with nuclear or 
chemical warheads, it 
would have serious military 
consequences,’' Gen. Kim 
told the committee. 

But Gen. Kim said his air 
force had taken steps to 
cope with any North Korean 
attack, including plans to 
strike the North’s tactical 
ballistic missile bases, com- 
mand posts and communi- 
cations facilities. 

He said combined South 
Korea-U.S. forces were 
using three satellites to 
monitor North Korea and 
monthly exercises were 
conducted as part of the 
awamess measures. 

North Korea has strength- 
ened its already- massive 


military equipment and 
facilities, most of them 
underground, according to 
the South Korean Defence 
Ministry. 

The ministry said the 
North had successfully test- 
fired a Rodong-1 missile 
with a range of 1,000 kilo- 
metres and was developing 
the Daepodong-1 and 2 mis- 
siles capable of striking 
major targets in north East 
Asia, including Japan. It 
also maintains production 
of chemical weapons. 

About 655,000 South 
Korean troops, bolstered by 
some 37,000 U.S. forces, 
face the North’s 1,040,000- 
strong army across the 
world’s last cold war bonier 
which was set up at the end 
of the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Sooth Korea's foreign 
minis ter appealed Thursday 
to the North to embrace 
human rights and abandon 
nuclear weapons aspira- 
tions. The comments drew a 
sharp rebuttal from North 
Korea. 

"My government strongly 
believes that the people in 
North Korea, as our kin- 
dred, should enjoy the fun- 
damental human rights to 
which all of us are enti- 
tled.” South Korean 
Foreign Minister Gong Ro- 
Myung said. 

Mr. Gong told the U.N. 
General Assembly his coun- 
try was particularly con- 
cerned about families divid- 
ed by ±e 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

Ten million Koreans were 
separated from their fami- 
lies during the war, many 


never to hear from their rel- 
atives again because contact 
was prohibited between the 
Koreas, he said. 

"It is high time for the 
community of nations, par- 
ticularly the United 
Nations, to render their 
assistance and do their part 
for these divided families to 
at least hear from each other 
until they are finall y unit- 
ed,*' Mr. Gong said. 

Mr. Gong also urged 
North Korea to abide by the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty and its nuclear pact 
with die United States. 

"The North Korean 
nuclear issue remains a 
paramount security concern 
for north East Asia and the 
world” be said 

Ml Gong’s comments 
prompted a withering 
exchange between North 
Korean and South Korean 
representatives during a 
General Assembly rebuttal 
session Thursday evening. 

North Korean representa- 
tive Choe Tong U accused 
Mr. Gong of "ignorance” 
and said "be attempted to 
hurl mud at us and mislead 
the world public.” 

Ml Choe said South 
Korea put its own prohibi- 
tions on family contacts 
with the North and said its 
nuclear agreement was with 
the United States only. 

"South Korea has no say 
on the nuclear issue,” Mr. 
Cboe said "They just better 
sit quiet and look what is 
going on.” 

South Korean representa- 
tive Kyu Hyung Lee 
rebutted what he called the 


S. Korean students clash with 
police; thousands march in support 


SEOUL (AP) — Hundreds 
of students in. Seoul clashed 
With police and. some 5,000 
more marched and rallied in 
support Thursday in contin- 
uing violence to demand 
punishment for two former 
presidents. 

The protest came a day 
before the National 
Assembly was to vote on an 
opposition party bill that 
would open the way to pros- 
ecute ex-Presidents Chun 
Doo-Hwan and Roh Tae- 
Woo for their alleged roles 
in the deaths of more than 
200 civilians 15 years ago. 

As some 200 students 
Thursday chanted and sang 
encouragement, their lead- 
ers hurled firebombs at riot 
police in front of Kunkook 
University. 

"Punish the butchers” 
they chanted. Police fired 
dozens of volleys of tear gas 
to push the students back. 
Flickering fire from the 


Molotov cocktails dotted 
the street 

One student suffered 
burns on his face when a 
firebomb hit a nearby tree 
and exploded. But with both 
sides keeping their distance, 
no other injuries were 
reported. 

Students used 1.5-metre- 
(5-foot-) long metal pipes to 
bang on the asphalt to the 
beat of the incessant drums. 

Some 600 more students 
at three other universities in 
Seoul also clashed violently 
with police. 

About 1,000 more stu- 
dents held a peaceful can- 
dlelight march in another 
part of Seoul, and 3,000 
others held rallies at their 
campuses. 

Some 1,000 students also 
marched in downtown 
Kwangju, some 270 kilo- 
metres south of Seoul, 
where more than 200 peo- 
ple were killed and thou- 


sands more injured during a 
cractaoW-on.a pro-democ^ 
racy, uprising 4n May,T980.. 

Students.., „ h^ve vowed 
more protests if the bill does 
not pass. 

An umbrella group of stu- 
dent councils said that 80 
out of some 120 four-year 
universities nationwide will 
take part in a two-day boy- 
cott of classes to increase 
pressure. 

Instead of going to classes 
Friday and Saturday, they 
have' called for mass rallies 
and demonstrations. Some 
15,000 police have been 
deployed in Seoul, and 
security heightened at the 
legislature and other gov- 
ernment buildings. 

Dozens more students are 
on a week-long hunger 
strike, and thousands of 
teachers and professors 
have signed petitions 
demanding a special law be 
enacted. 


Rebels kill 22 policemen in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
guerrillas killed 22 Sri 
Lankan policemen in an 
apparent bid to undercut an 
expected government offen- 
sive after the army warned 
civilians to stay away from 
rebel bases, military sources 
said Friday. 

An army spokesman con- 
firmed the attack on the 
Kalkudah police post in the 
eastern district of 
Batticaloa, saying his infor- 
mation indicated 15 police- 
men were killed but adding 
that the death toll could rise. 

‘Terrorists came in large 
numbers," he told Reuters. 
“We sent reinforcements 
and the police post is now 
back in our hands. A clear- 
ing operation is going on.” 

The attack by the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels, who 
are fighting for an indepen- 
dent homeland for minority 
Tamils in the island’s north 
and east, began late 
Thursday night and lasted 
till the early hours of 
Friday, military sources 
said. 

Analysts said the LTTE 
attack appeared to part of its 
campaign to pin down the 
eastern garrisons to prevent 
them from joining a major 
offensive on the Jaffna 
peninsula, expected to be 
launched before the start of 
October monsoon rains. 

It also followed what 
diplomats said may have 


been a signal from the army 
Thursday that the war was 
hotting up in Jaffna. 

Brigadier Sarath 

Munasinghe, the chief mili- 
tary spokesman, told a news 
conference Thursday that 
the army was planning to 
intensify its attacks on Itte 
bases on Jaffna. 

Brig. Munasinghe also 
conceded that air force 
planes may have killed 70 
people in last week's bomb- 
ings in Jaffna and asked 
civilians to keep away from 
Tamil Tiger bases to avoid 
future casualties. 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty 
International said Monday 
that some 800,000 civilians 
were at risk of being caught 
i n the crossfire between the 
LTTE and the army. 

“We reiterate one thing in 
appeals made hitherto by us 
to civilians in Jaffna, please 
keep away from LTTE 
bases, processions and cere- 
monies,” Brig. Munasinghe 
said. 

“We are attacking the 
LTTE. We have to do that. 
Therefore, we are only 
requesting very kindly to 
the civilians, kindly keep 
away," he warned. 

Brig. Munasinghe said the 
large civilian presence was 
hampering array operations 
in the region where more 
than 50,000 people have 
been killed in the 12-year- 
old war. 


Tf we are. not concerned 
with this factor then we can 
go on bombing and 
shelling," he said. “But we 
are not doing it and we are 
not going to do it” 

He said the schoolchild- 
ren, apparently killed in last 
week' s air raids, may have 
been LTTE mem bers. 

“We know the LTTE have 
taken over many school 
buildings to ma ke t hem 
their bases. The LTTE has 
also conscripted children, 
10 and 12 years old. As a 
soldier, if they fire on us, I 
am bound to respond with 
fine,” he said. 

The remarks raised eye- 
brows among diplomatic 
circles. 

Ts this a warning that the 
offensive is starting?” 
Wondered one senior diplo- 
mat. “There have been con- 
flicting signals recently, but 
this one sounds like they 
mean business.” 

Some diplomats and ana- 
lysts had speculated earlier 
that the army’s widely- 
expected offensive on the 
LTTE bases could be tun- 
ning out of time as immi- 
nent October rains may bog 
down the conventional 
army against the fleet-foot- 
ed guemllas- 
Tt looks more and more 
remote with each new day," 
said a senior diplomat 
Thursday. “The campaig n is 
running out of time." 


"distortions,” defending his 
country’s human rights 
record and saying North 
Korea had drawn interna- 
tional condemnation over 
its suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Under the 1994 agree- 
ment North Korea said it 
would shut down its nuclear 
programme, which is sus- 
pected of trying to produce 
nuclear weapons. 

"Maintaining peace and 
stability on the Korean 
peninsula is not just an issue 
affecting 70 milli on 
Koreans, but also a strategic 
issue with critical implica- 
tions for the north East Asia 
region and the worid at 
large,” Mr. Gong said earli- 
er. 

Mr. Gong spoke as North 
and South Korea held talks 
on food aid for the flood- 
stricken North. In a historic 
first for the two Koreas, the 
South agreed in June to pro- 
vide Us poor neighbour with 
150,000 tons of free rice. 

In a swipe at France, 
which resumed nuclear test- 
ing in the South Pacific this 
fell, Mr. Gong urged "those 
nations with future plans for 
testing to cancel them with- 
out delay.” 

Ml Gong also announced 
that South Korea will 
impose a one-year moratori- 
um on exports of anti-per- 
sonnel land mines. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions are campaigning for a 
global ban on land mines, 
which, according to the 
United nations, kill or maim 
more than 20,000 civilians a 


Indian 

Congress 

wants 

April 

elections 


NEW DELHI (R) — 
India’s Election 

Commission said Thursday 
after a meeting with the 
country's political parties 
that the ruling Congress 
Party wanted the next par- 
liamentary elections to be 
held in the second half of 
April. 

Elections most be held 
by nridr-1996 and a new, 
lower house of parliament 
must be in place by July 8. 

“The (ruling) Indian 
National Congress and the 
(opposition) Janata Party 
wanted the poll to be held 
sometime in the second 
half of April, 1996,” the 
Election Commission said 
in a statement after the all- 
party meeting on elections. 

But Chief Election 
Commissioner T.N. Seshan 
told a news conference that 
the commission had the 
constitutional power to 
hold elections any time 
after Jan. 7, marking six 
months from the last possi- 
ble date for a new parlia- 
ment to be constituted. 

The Election 

Commission would con- 
sider factors like annual 
school examinations 

before deciding on the 
date. Ml Seshan said. 

India is scheduled to bold 
the World Cup Cricket 
Championship in February 
and March and Election 
Commission officials have 
said they would consider 
the implications of the 
tournament 

Doubts had been 
expressed over an April 
date because it was thought 
that the cricket-loving 
nation, also the world's 
biggest democracy, would 
find it difficult to juggle 
the logistics of the tourna- 
ment with poll campaigns. 

The commission would 
consider the opinion of all 
parties, but take its own 
decision, Mr. Seshan said, 
“after seventh January, we 
are competent to recom- 
mend elections any time." 
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Shirley Baker, sister of O. J. Simpson, talks to the press at the Criminal Courts bni W- 
ing in Los Angeles. Along with Mrs. Baker are (from left) Simpson's sister, Car melia 
Dario; Benny Baker, Mrs. Baker's husband; Eunice, Simpson's mother, in wheel- 
chair; Arnelle, daughter of Simpson, and Jason, Simpson's son (AFP photo) 

Simpson jury to get case 
after passionate arguments 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
jury in the “trial of the cen- 
tury" of star athlete OJ. 
Simpson, which has gripped 
television audiences around 
the world, was due to get 
the case Friday after impas- 
sioned dosing arguments 
by both sides. 

Simpson’s lead defence 
attorney Johnnie Cochran, 
in an appeal to the panel of 
nine blacks, two whites and 
one Hispanic which sound- 
ed as much like the exhorta- 
tions of an Evangelist as the 
reasoned arguments of a 
lawyer, said Thursday they 
must find the athletic leg- 
end not guilty. 

Ml Cochran’s colleague, 
Barry Scheck, an expert on 
the highly complicated sub- 
ject of scientific DNA test- 
ing. tried to show that blood 
evidence in the case had 
either been planted by 
police or contaminated by 
shoddy laboratory proce- 
dures. 

The final setting on a 
stage that has captured the 
imagination and attention of 
millions since the June 12, 
1994, murders of Simpson’s 
ex-wife, Nicole Brown 
Simpson, and her friend, 
Ronald Goldman, has 
unfolded over the last three 
days as prosecutors and the 
defence have sought to 
sway the hearts and minds 
of the 10 women and two 
men who will decide the 
fete of the man who became 
an American icon. 

Simpson, whose fame on 
the American football field 
was followed by a career as 
an actor, sports caster and 
TV pitchman, has pleaded 
innocent to the vicious stab- 
bing murders outside his 
ex-wife's home. 


Prosecutor Marcia Clark 
was scheduled to address 
the jury to rebut the emo- 
tional arguments of Mr. 
Cochran and the more mea- 
sured, scientific theories of 
Mr. S check. Judge Lance 
Ito was then to give the 
panel its final instructions. 

Ml Cochran closed oat 
his discourse uttering the 
same rhyming couplet he 
started with — “if it doesn’t 
fit, you must acquit” — a 
reference not only to the 
bulk of the prosecution’s 
evidence but to its most 
embarrassing moment, 
when Simpson was asked to 
put on the bloody evidence 
gloves and appeared to 
struggle to do so. 

Summoning up all the fire 
and brimstone of a revival 
preacher, Mr. Cochran 
Thursday detailed what he 
said was a vast conspiracy 
led by a racist rogue cop to 
frame Simpson for a crime 
he did not commit 

ffe tokj. the mostly black 
jury they could strike a 
blow against racism and 
police, corruption by return- 
ing a not guilty verdict 
“Stop this cover-up” Mr. 
Cochran implored. 

But outside the court- 
room, Fred Goldman, the 
father of murder victim Ron 
Goldman, exploded with 
anger at Mr. Cochran. “He 
suggests...that it’s because 
of racism we should put 
aside all other thoughts, all 
other reason, and set his 
murdering client free,” Mr. 
Goldman said “He’s a sick 
man.” 

In a summation laced with 
references to the U.S.con- 
stitntion, the Magna Carta 
and the Bible, Mr. Cochran 
accused police of falsely 


implicating Simpson in “a 
rash to judgment" 

At the centre of the 
alleged plot, Mr. Cochran 
placed now-retired detec- 
tive Marie Fuhrman, whom 
he likened to Adolf Hitler 
and called a Tying, perjur- 
ing, genocidal racist.” 

Mr. Cochran reminded 
jurors that the white detec- 
tive lied under oath when he 
said he had not uttered the 
racial epithet “nigger” in 
the past 10 years, only to be 
contradicted by excerpts of 
taped interviews with an 
aspiring screenwriter. 

Mr. Cochran went a step 
further, accusing Mr.. 
Fuh rman of planting the 
bloody glove be testified to 
finding at Simpson’s estate, 
and of stamping a bloody 
shoe print in Simpson's 
Ford Bronco. He said the 
conspiracy also encom- 
passed other officials. 

Mr. Cochran urged jurors 
to throw out all of the cru- 
cial prosecution evidence 
he says was tainted by con- 
spiracy, which would effec- 
tively gut the state’s case. 
“We believe that you will 
do the right thing and find 
this man not guilty." 

As he ended his nationally 
televised summation, Mr. 
Cochran challenged Ms. 
Clark to answer 15 ques- 
tions be said proved “rea- 
sonable doubt" of 
Simpson’s guilt. 

And in a final appeal, Mr. 
Cochran stood in front of a 
family portrait and intoned: 
“Someone has taken these 
children's mother. I hope 
your decision doesn’t take 
their father” 

Simpson faces up to life in 
prison if convicted. 


Chinese party purges former Beijing 
chief; approves five-year plan 


BEUING (AP) — China’s 
Communist Party leaders 
purged a powerful col- 
league for corruption 
Thursday but honoured the 
tradition of sparing him 
criminal punishment 

The Central Co mmit tee 
stripped former Beijing 
party secretary Chen Xitong 
of his seats in both the com- 
mittee and the elite, policy- 
making politburo, and rec- 
ommended ki ckin g him 
from the national legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Chen is the highest- 
ranking leader to be brought 
down in a more than two- 
year-old anti-corruption 
drive the party hopes will 
clean up its tainted public 
image. 

But Ml Chen's fall also is 
believed to be linked to 
backstage power politics as 
party leaders manoeuvre for 
primacy in ' anticipation of 
the death of the ailing senior 
leader, 91-year-old Deng 
Xiaoping. 

Mr. Chen, 65, rose 
through local party ranks to 
become mayor and party 
secretary of the nation’s 
capital, allowing him to 
work closely with the cen- 
tral government and party 
leaders and eventually win 
posts in top party organs. 
His uncompromising stance 
toward the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square pro-democracy pro- 
testers boosted his standing. 

His fall from grace came 
abruptly in April when a 
former protege. Deputy 
Mayor Wang Baosen, com- 


mitted suicide just as he was 
about to be exposed for 
embezzling $35 milli on in 
public fends. 

Ml Chen, who was pro- 
moted from mayor to 
Beijing party secretary in 
1992, resigned soon after. 

In a communique released 
at the end of a closed-door, 
four-day meeting, the 
Central Committee said Ml 
C hen "seriously neglected 
his duty and held a grave 
responsibility” for Wang’s 
wrongdoings. 

The committee said Mr. 
Chen also Ted a dissolute, 
extravagant life, abused his 
power to seek illegal inter- 
ests for his relatives and 
accepted valuable gifts for 
his own use. ... His mistakes 
are serious.” 

The committee statement, 
summarised by the official 
Xinhua News Agency, said 
that the party’s investiga- 
tion into Mr. Chen would 
continue but made no men- 
tion of a criminal investiga- 
tion. A party investigator 
told reporters several 
months ago that officials 
were considering handing 
Ml Chen over to police. 

The party traditionally 
punishes its members inter- 
nally and subjecting Mr. 
Chen to legal prosecution 
would haves been a strong 
statement of determination 
to root out endemic corrup- 
tion. Its failure to do so bol- 
stered the belief that his real 
mistake was opposing party 
General Secretary Jiang 
Zemin’s bid to succeed Ml 


Deng. 

The national television 
news showed the Central 
Committee members, gath- 
ered in a hotel auditorium 
decorated with red flags and 
a hammer and sickle, rais- 
ing their right arms to 
approve the communique. 
Mr. Chen was not shown on 
screen and it was not known 
if he attended. 

Xinhua said 176 commit- 
tee members, 125 alternate 
members and numerous 
□on- voting party officials 
attended. 

The committee did not 
reveal details of Mr. Chen's 
alleged corruption. Mr. 
Wang allegedly spent the 
funds he embezzled on his 
relatives, friends and mis- 
tresses. The party investiga- 
tor said officials were trying 
to sort out which funds were 
stolen by Ml Wang and 
which by Mr. Chen. 

In other actions, the 

Central Co mmi ttee 
approved a five-year plan to 
guide China’s economy 
through the last years of the 
century. 

The communique said the 
plan will see China meet the 
goal set by senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping in 1980 of 
quadrupling gross national 
product by the year 2000. 

"Poverty will be basically 
eliminated (and) the peo- 
ple’s life will reach a rela- 
tively comfortable stan- 
dard,” the communique 
said. 


Gambia bans 
skin-bleaching in 
civil service 

BANJUL (R) — Military 
leaders in the west African 
state of Gambia have 
banned the practice of 
skin-bleaching in the civil 
service, threatening disci- 
plinary action against any- 
one found indulging in the 
practice. A government 
memo, which denounced 
skin-bleaching on health 
grounds, said there had 
been an upsurge in the 
practice, • particularly 
among women civil ser- 
vants. “These ladies are 
expected to set a better 
example: Particularly 

those in the health and edu- 
cation sectors,” according 
to the circular, which was 
sent to all heads of min- 
istries and government 
departments. The armed 
forces Provisional Ruling 
Council condemned the 
practice shortly after it 
seized power in July 1994. 
“At its last meeting, coun- 
cil expressed concern that 
although skin bleaching 
had noticeably declined, 
there is now increasing 
evidence of the practice," 
the memo, from the office 
of military leader Yahya 
Jamroeh, said. A range of 
skin lightening products 
axe available across west 
Africa but doctors advise 
against using them oa the 
grounds that they can dam- 
age the skin. The memo 
did not specify what disci- 
plinary action would be 
taken. 

Missing tortoise 
turns up after 35 
years 

LYDE, England (AFP) — 
Thirty-five years after 
Chester disappeared from 
his master's back garden, 
the escaped tortoise has 
turned up no more than 
metres from his original 
home. Chester was discov- 
ered last week ambling 
along a verge in this cen- 
tral English village by 
local resident Flossie 
Nflassbder, who cleaned 
him up and set out to crack 
down his owner. Malcolm 
Edwards, 44, who still 
lives in his boyhood home 
150 yards from where 
Chester was found, recog- 
nised his long lost pet 
immediately because of the 
white paint Mark his father 
had put on the Shell in 
1960 to make the creature 
easier to spot in the grass. 
Edwards was eight years 
old when Chester joined 
the family menagerie of 
rabbits, an owl, a magpie 
and goldfish. George 
Cooper, the local vet who 
examined Chester after his 
reappearance, said it was 
perfectly feasible the tor- 
toise could have survived 
in local woodland all those 
years. Tie would have had 
food in abundance, includ- 
ing dandelions, fruit, grass 
and vegetables,” be told 
journalists. Edwards said 
he hoped Chester “might 
decide to stay a little 
■longer this time ” 

Man jailed for 
abusing cow 

COLOMBO (AP) — A 
suburban court in the capi- 
tal has sentenced a man for 
having sexual relations 
with a cow, a police offi- 
cial said. Weerasangilige 
Siriwardhana, 30, a bache- 
lor who earned his living 
as a daily wager, was given 
a suspended sentence of 
three months imprison- 
ment, and fined 1,500 
rupees ($29) by magistrate 
Maheshi GunatiUeke. He 
had pleaded guilty to the 
charge of "having an 
unnatural relationship with 
a cow,” said a police offi- 
cial, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. Mr.' 
Siriwardhana had been dis- 
covered with the animal in 
the cow owner’s back yard. 
The owner filed a com- 
plaint against Mf- 
Suiwardhana after the inci- 
dent occurred l** 1 
November in Migahawat* 
ta, near Colombo. Mr. 
Siriwardhana was also 
convicted by the court for 
raping a woman in the 
same neighbourhood two 
weeks before he was 
caught with the cow. For 
that, he was given another 
three months in jail. 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) ambassadors meet at the affiance's headquarters in Brussels (AFP 
photo) 

Russia rejects NATO enlargement eastwards 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russia 
remains implacably 

opposed to NATO's plans to 
extend its security umbrella 
right up to the country's 
western borders, Russia's 
ambassador to Brussels, 
Vitaly Churkin said. 

“What we have seen so far 
is not enough far us to 
change our minds about the 
prospects of NATO enlarge- 
ment. Feelings are very 
strong about this in Russia," 
Mr. Churkin saidas he left a 
meeting between NATO 
and more than 20 members 
of the alliance’s partnership 
for peace programme. 

NATO presented its 
enlargement plan, which 
extends the nuclear umbrel- 
la eastwards and reserves 
the right to position troops 
and weapons in the region if 
j necessary, to the partners 
Thursday. 

Mr. Churkin told reporters 
Russia was firmly against 
the move. ™ 

“‘We are still against it The 
matter has not been thought 1 , 
through in the context iff 
overall European security,” 


be said. 

Earlier Alliance Secretary 
General Willy Claes tried to 
smooth ruffled Russian 
feathers by saying NATO 
would remain a defensive 
military alliance and threat- 
en no one when it takes in 
new members from fanner 
Communist East Europe. 
“NATO will remain a pure- 
ly defensive alliance, whose 
frmdamental purpose is to 
preserve peace in the Euro- 
Atlantic area, in the interest 
of all and to provide securi- 
ty for its members. A larger 
NATO will threaten no 
one," he said. 

Mr. Claes said, however, 
new members would enjoy 
all the rights and assume ail 
obligations of NATO mem- 
bership, co nfirmin g the 
likely extension of the 
nuclear umbrella up to 
Russia’s borders. 

“New members will be 
.expected to share the roles, 
risks, responsibilities, costs 
and benefits of member- 
ship." Mr. Claes told the 
meeting. 

Mr. Claes said NATO 


enlargement would be a par- 
allel process and would 
complement the planned 
enlargement of the 
European Union and take 
place at the same time as 
efforts to build a special 
relationship with Russia. 

“The alliance is striving to 
develop a stable, strong, 
active and constructive rela- 
tionship with Russia as one 
cornerstone of a new, inclu- 
sive and ' comprehensive 
security structure in 
Europe,” he said. 

Mr. Claes repeated 
NATO's assertion that 
Alliance expansion would 
underpin the new democra- 
cies of Eastern and Central 
Europe. Only countries with 
democratic civilian control 
of the armed forces would 
be considered suitable, be 
said. 

Countries interested in 
joining the Alliance, led by 
Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and the. Baltic^ 
states, will follow up the- 
meeting with more detailed 
discussions with NATO 
officials in their respective 


capitals. 

In an apparent concession 
to Moscow, tbe enlargement 
plan stresses that extension 
of tbe nuclear umbrella will 
not happen automatically, 
but it reaffirms the nuclear 
doctrine as tbe “supreme 
guarantee” of the security of 
Alliance states. 

“The supreme guarantee of 
tbe security of tbe allies is 
provided by the strategic 
nuclear forces . of the 
Alliance,” it states, later 
adding: 

“NATO should retain its 
existing nuclear capabilities 
with the right to modify its 
nuclear posture as circum- 
stances warrant” 

Defence sources say that 
message will be “received 
loud and clear” in Moscow. 

“Whatever happens, the 
nuclear umbrella is extend- 
ed to tbe new countries. 
Weaponsjdo not have to be 
on their i-Tfimtory far that, 
but they conld be and that is ; 
of course what these states 
want." '’'said one NATO 
source. 


Anti-terrorism plan imposed on French Polynesia 


PAPEETE, Tahiti (R) — 
France has clamped emer- 
gency “anti-terrorism" mea- 
sures on French Polynesia 
and some Papeete residents 
have hired security guards, 
fearing more violence after 
a second nuclear test which 
is expected within days. 

The Vigipirate plan, first 
used in 1986 when Paris 
was besieged by a wave of 
Middle East-related bomb- 
ings, has stepped up tbe 
police and army presence 
on tbe streets of tbe Tahitian 
capital, a French high com- 
mission spokesman told 
Reuters Thursday. 

“Vigipirate is a great 
mobilisation of police and 
army forces against terror- 
ism,” said spokesman 
Emman uel Martin. 

A letter from the high com- 
missioner of the French ter- 
ritory dated Sept 25 and 
^ received by business lead- 
ers Thursday said Vigipirate 
was imposed “a few days 
ago” after they requested 
better protection. 

‘T am glad to let you know 
that with the Vigipirate plan 


I have started a few days 
ago, armed forces are carry- 
ing out missions for which 
they have been specifically 
trained ” wrote Anne 
Boquet on behalf of the 
commissioner. 

“As far as the security is 
concerned in tbe town of 
Papeete, re-inforced patrols 
are going through the street, 
night and day to ensure a 
deterrent force.. .and they 
also represent a capacity for 
intervention” wrote Ms. 
Boquet, the commissioner's 
secretary. Reuters received 
a copy of the letter. 

Ml, Martin however 
denied the plan was 
imposed in Tahiti out of. 
fears that tbe next nuclear 
test will again spark riots in 
the capital. Riots scarred 
Papeete after testing 
resumed on Sept. 5. 

He said tbe plan was 
imposed here under a recent 
order that Vigipirate be 
extended across France and 
all its territories to guard 
against an escalation of ter- 
rorist bombings that have 
hit Paris in recent months. 


Reinforcements have 
brought to more than 800 
tire number of gendarmes 
now deployed in and around 
Papeete, compared with 
barely 300 or so police dur- 
ing the riots. 

On Thursday trucks of 
Gendarmes and anti-riot 
police patrolled Papeete’s 
rain-soaked streets or were 
stationed where crowds 
gathered, such as a trade 
fair on the outskirts of town. 

The high commission said 
security in Tahiti was “soft- 
er” here than in metropoli- 
tan Ranee, but local busi- 
ness leaders welcomed 
Vigipirate, saying it met 
their request for protection. 

“Now we have the 
Vigipirate plan... The army 
and police are working 
together to give protection 
to the people,” said Dr 
Charles Fichter, president of 
the Civil Protection 
Association. 

“I think it is a good thing 
for us and I hope in future 
tire city is much more pro- 
tected than tbe first time,” 
Dr. Fichter said. 


The association was 
formed after the violence of 
the first test which saw 
Papeete burned and looted 
in a 36-hour battle between 
rock-throwing rioters and 
police. 

Dr. Fichter has boarded up 
the windows and door to his 
surgery in downtown 
Papeete. “Some shopown- 
ers are protected by vigi- 
lantes, but it's private pro- 
tection,” he said. 

There are about six or 
seven “vigilante” groups, 
consisting of five or six 
bodyguards, he said. 

Residents fear that if vio- 
lence erupts again rioters 
may target residential 
homes because of the big 
police and army presence in 
the city centre, he added. 

“The people are scared,” 
said shopkeeper Mairie 
Wilson, who has hired pri- 
vate bodyguards. “There are 
echoes it might start up 
again,” she said from inside 
ber dress shop which had 
newly-erected iron bars on 
all its windows. 


Dole emphasises personal side in new video 


WASHINGTON <R) — 
Front-running Republican 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole is taking a new tack to 
boost bis campaign, mailing 
to voters thousands of 
videos featuring homespun 
scenes with a rare talk about 
his World War II heroics. 

The film was seen as an 
attempt by Sen. Dole to 
show his h uman side and 

soften some hard edges of 
his personality. A man with 
a biting wit, in the past he 
has earned a reputation as a 
bitter partisan. 

PoDs far Republican presi- 
dential candidates currently 
place Sen. Dole first by a 
wide margin, but he has 
been slipping in surveys 
recently. 

The campaign spotlight is 
cnrrently occupied by 
retired General Colin 
Powell and speculation on 
whether he will enter the 
race. 

Polls show that if Gen. 


Powell ran as a Republican, 
he would be neck and neck 
with Sen. Dole. 

Some 85,000 copies of the 
14-minute video will be dis- 
tributed to would-be sup- 
porters in state-wide con- 
tests where people will vote 
for their presidential prefer- 
ences starting in February. 

A campaign aide said 
49,000 of the videos, which 
cost $60,000 to film, will go 
to Republicans in Iowa who 
will bold state- wide caucus- 
es Feb. 12 to determine their 
choice for tbe party presi- 
dential nominee. 

An initial 5,000 tapes are 
being sent to New 
Hampshire, which holds a 
presidential preference pri- 
mary Feb. 20, and more will 
be sent there later. 

The video — called Bob 
Dole, An American Hero — 
is reminiscent of Bill 
Clinton's video of his life 
shown in bis successful 
1992 campaign, called the 


“man’ from hope”. 

“It's an effort to tell a more 
personal story than to do a 
laundry list of issues,” said 
Sen. Dole’s Press Secretary 
Nelson Warfield. “That’s a 
very positive attribute of the 
film. It tells you who the 
man is rather than just a dry 
recitation of his record or 
his promises on issues. And 
that is going to be more 
important in die next presi- 
dent — who the man is.” 

As in the Clinton film, 
there are hazy soft country 
scenes, a girl on a swing and 
a folksy talk by Sen. Dole 
sitting beside his wife, 
Elizabeth, about his World 
War n experiences. 

Sen. Dole rarely discusses 
his wartime exploits when 
he was wounded and' nearly 
died daring fighting in Italy 
in 1945 as a 21 -year-old 
army lieutenant 

He entered the war a strap- 
ping, six- foot- two-inch 

( 1 . 87-metre). 1 90-pounder 


(86-kg) bat came out at 120 
pounds (54 kg) and unable 
to walk. He never regained 
the use of his right arm. 

The video virtually ignores 
the Dole most people are 
famili ar with as a legislator, 
current Senate majority 
leader and a veteran of near- 
ly 35 years in Congress. 

He is now making his 
fourth bid far national office 
after losing as President 
Gerald Ford’s 1976 running 
mate and failing to capture 
his party’s presidential 
Domination in 1980 and 
1988. 

Sen. Dole, at 72, is the 
oldest candidate in a crowd- 
ed field of Republicans and 
the only one with World 
War n military experience. 
If nominated and elected he 
would be, ar 73, the oldest 
president ever at his first 
inauguration. 


Mercenaries take control of Comoros 


NAIROBI (R) — - A merce- 
nary force led by French 
soldier of fortune Bob 
Denard took power in the 
Comoros Friday after 
crushing poorly-equipped 
government soldiers 

overnight, residents said. 

Tbe residents, contacted by 
telephone from Nairobi, 
said a new ruling military 
committee beaded by a 
Captain Kombo had 
appealed to residents in a 
radio broadcast to re main 
calm. It promised swift jus- 
tice for former government 
officials in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago . 

The little-known Capu 
Kombo also promised plu- 
ralist elections as soon as 
possible. 

“Kombo came on our 
nati onal radio and 
announced that his forces 
bad taken power after 
defeating government 
forces in tbe night,” said Ali 
Said A th oilman, a director 
at tbe Comoros Chamber of 
Commerce told Reuters. 

He added: “Kombo also 
said his forces had rounded 
□p government troops and 
locked them up in the main 
barracks. They are also 
going round houses picking 
up government minis ters 
and of ficials,” 


The takeover came shortly 
after France said it had put 
its armed forces in the 
Indian Ocean on alert after 
the Denard mercenaries 
staged a coup bid in the 
Comoro Islands. 

But a Defence -Ministry 
spokesman said there were 
no immediate plans to inter- 
vene in tbe fanner French 
colony. 

“The alert is automatic as 
soon as there is trouble in 
tbe area. There are no plans 
for intervention at this 
point,” be said. 

The Comoros government 
had appealed to France to 
help restore order under a 
defence accord with its for- 
mer colony. 

The French defence 
spokesman said Paris had a 
130-man Foreign Legion 
combat company on 
Mayotte, a nearby Comoro 
Island which chose to 
remain French when tbe 
archilepago declared inde- 
pendence in 1975. 

It has more troops on the 
Indian Ocean island of La 
Reunion, as well as a heli- 
copter-carrying frigate, a 
transport ship and two 400- 
tonne gunboats. 

The ships could reach 
Comoros in 48 hours if 
President Jacques Chirac 


ordered an intervention. 

The Comorian embassy in 
Paris denied government 
troops had surrendered but 
Mr. Atbouman said (he mer- 
cenary group was firmly in 
charge. 

“They (mercenaries) are 
all over the streets. There is 
no government soldier in 
sight.” he said. 

Ml Althouman said fight- 
ing had stopped in tbe capi- 
tal Moroni. 

The coup bid started early 
Thursday when the rebels 
led by Denard, a former 
head of the Comoros 
Presidential Guard, seized 
President Said Mohammad 
Djohar. 

They later captured the 
radio station and the airport. 
South Africa said Friday it 
was consulting with the 
French aathorities over the 
latest situation on the 
Comoros, where mercenary 
soldiers had staged a coup. 

“Our first concern is for 
tbe welfare of the South 
Africans on the islands and 
we are consulting with the 
French authorities on an 
ongoing basis in order to 
establish the latest facts " a 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
woman said. 

South African tour opera- 
tors and the Foreign 


Ministry said 104 South 
Africans and 40 Europeans, 
mainly Germans, had been 
due to leave the islands 
Thursday but their flight 
was cancelled because of 
tbe coup. 

They were now expected 
to leave Saturday. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
South African authorities 
would investigate a report 
on state radio in 
Johannesburg that the mer- 
cenaries had apparently 
flown with their weapons to 
the Comoros from South 
Africa. 

“As far as tbe allegations 
are concerned, these will be 
fully investigated by the rel- 
evant South African author- 
ities,” tbe spokeswoman 
said. 

“Our statement on merce- 
naries is very clear. We do 
not condone them at all,” 
she said. 

Tbe South African Broad- 
casting Corporation 
(SABC) Friday quoted 
unnamed “mercenary 
sources” as saying the coup 
plotters were flown from 
South Africa. 

It quoted the sources as 
saying a man by the Dame 
of Gibert had been recruit- 
ing mercenaries in South 
Africa in recent weeks. 


Photos show Andreotti with mafia businessman 


ROME (R) — An Italian 
magazine published pho- 
tographs Friday of fanner 
Pnme Minis ter Giolio 
Andreotti, who is on trial 
far mafi a association, in the 
company of a mob-tainted 
businessman be claims he 
never knew. 

Tbe two pictures in the 
weekly Panorama magazine 
show the seven-times for- 
mer premier in the same 
room as Nino Salvo, who 
with his cousin Ignazio 
Salvo headed tax collection 
agencies in Sicily. 

Sicilian magistrates deter- 
mined t^at the cousins, 
whose yirtualTnonopoiy on 
tax collection in parts of tbe 
island gave them immense 
power, had close links to the 
mafia. 

Ignazio Salvo was killed in 
a mafi a amb ush in 1992. 
Nino Salvo died a natural 
death. 

Ml Andreotti says he did 
not know tbe Salvo cousins, 
who were among the most 


powerful men in Sicily and 
benefactors of tbe Sicilian 
wing of his Christian 
Democratic Party. 

One of tbe two pho- 
tographs shows Nino Salvo 
just behind Ml Andreotti as 
the statesman was entering 
tbe lobby of Palermo’s 
Zagarella Hotel in 1979 for 
a political rally. 

The other photo, taken on 
the same day, shows Nino 
Salvo about one metre away 
from Mr. Andreotti in the 
same lobby. 

Ml Andreotti said he had 
seen the pictures several 
years ago when magistrates 
•first ; levelled =«” ; charges 
against him. **ihere is noth- 
ing new here to support the 
prosecution’s claims,” he 
said in a statement on tbe 
magazine report 

The 76-year-old life sena- 
tor, whose trial opened in 
the Sicilian capital last 
Tuesday, says the presence 
of Nino Salvo among hun- 
dreds of other people at a 


political rally does oot 
prove that they were 
acquainted. 

Magistrates who are prose- 
cuting Mr. Andreotti on 
mafia charges say it would 
have been impossible for 
Ml Andreotti not to know 
die Salvo cousins. 

One mafia turncoat, Bal- 
dassare Di Maggio, alleges 
Ignazio Salvo was also pre- 
sent at a meeting between 
Mr Andreotti and Salvatore 
*Toto” Riina in 1987 when 
tbe “boss of bosses” was 
still at large. Ml Andreotti 
denies tbe meeting took 
place. 

The cousins had close links 
to Salvo Lima, a European 
parliamentarian who was 
the leader of a wing of Mr. 
Andreotti ’s party in Sicily. 
He was killed by the mafia 
in 1992. 

A magistrates report said 
Lima was killed because be 
stopped protecting organ- 
ised crime’s interests after 
years of collusion. 


According to magistrates, 
the Salvo cousins also 
helped organise tbe murder 
in 2979 of Mino Pecorelli, a 
muck-raking journalist who 
was about to publish sensi- 
tive information about the 
Christian Democratic 
Party’s financing methods. 

The prosecution alleges 
the mafia ordered 
Pecorelli's killing as a 
favour to Mr. Andreotti. In a 
recent book outlining his 
defence, Mr. Andreotti says: 
*T had very little to do with 
Pecorelli”. 

The Andreotti trial resumes 
on Oct. 6 when the judge is 
due to rule on- a defence 
request to move the pro- 
ceeding to Rome or the cen- 
tral Italian .city of Perugia, 
where the Pecorelli case 
will be heard. 

Mr. Andreotti has denied 
all charges against him as a 
mafia plot to punish him far 
crackdowns on ‘crime by 
governments he beaded. 


Japan coalition official calls for April election 


TOKYO (R) — A top offi- 
cial in the party headed by 
Trade Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto urged Prime 
Minister Tonmdn 

Murayama to step down by 
hext April to make way for a 
provisional government 
beaded by Ml Hashimoto, a 
Japanese daily reported 
Friday. 

Ml Hashimoto should then 
call general elections, said 
Taku Yamasaki, bead of pol- 
icy affairs for tbe Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
the biggest group in Mr. 
Murayama’s ruling coali- 
tion. 

“Tbe pitcher should retire 
from the mound and come 
back to tbe bench after com- 


pleting a game ” he said, 
using baseball terms. 

“In this case, the end of a 
complete game is when tbe 
annual budget passes 
through parliament (by tbe 
end of March) ” be told tbe 
daily Sankei S him bun. 

Since Mr. Hashimoto’s 
election last week as bead of 
the LDP, Tokyo political cir- 
cles have been awash with 
talk of a possible breakup of 
tbe three-way coalition and 
early general elections. 

The earliest date for snap 
polls is December, after 
Japan hosts tbe Nov. 16-19 
Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) sum- 
mit in Osaka, and the latest 
by June next year after the 


end of the regular six-month 
parliament session. 

Mr. Murayama need not 
call elections until mid- 
1 997, but a split in the coali- 
tion of his Socialists, the 
conservative LDP and tire 
small Sakigake Party would 
automatically trigger one. 

Parliament reconvened 
Friday for a 46-day special 
session to discuss a five tril- 
lion Yen ($50 billion) extra 
budget, part of Tokyo’s lat- 
est attempt to get the econo- 
my moving. 

The budget is not under 
direct threat from the oppo- 
sition but debate on a revi- 
sion of tbe religious institu- 
tion act, prompted by alle- 
gations against the Aum 


doomsday cult that include 
a poison gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway, could delay 
•the extra budget. 

The main opposition 
Shins hinto (New Frontier 
Party) is backed by a power- 
ful Buddhist organisation 
which is trying to block the 
introduction of tighter con- 
trols on religious groups. 

Ml Murayama’s Socialist 
Party is in disarray over a 
plan to disband itself and 
form a new “liberal” party 
in a merger with other left- 
of-centre groups. Its target 
date is tbe end of 
November. 


Interpol seeks more 
cooperation with U.N. 


Congress backs C-17 in 
defence spending bill 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Increased collaboration 
between Interpol and the 
United Nations and tbe cre- 
ation of two regional agen- 
cies in Africa will be dis- 
cussed at Interpol’s General 
Assembly Oct. 4-10 in 
Beijing, Interpol President 
Bjoern Eriksson said 
Friday. 

“There is a possibility for 
a wider and regular cooper- 
ation between the United 
Nations and our organisa- 
tion,” Ml Eriksson, who is 
also the head of the 
Swedish police, told AFP. 
“It could be developed so 
that tbe U .N. has the option 
of delivering certain police 
tasks to Interpol ” be said. 

According to Mr. Erik- 
sson, international police 
cooperation against crime 
is in line with efforts by the 
United Nations to protect 
people against abuses of 
power and human rights 
violations. 

The representatives of 


Interpol’s 176 members in 
Beijing are also expected to 
approve the creation of two 
regional agencies in Africa: 
Afropol West based in 
Abidjan on the Ivory Coast 
and grouping 14 
Francophone states, and 
Afropol East in Harare, 
Zimbabwe and composed 
of about ten Anglophone 
countries. 

“It is important to try to 
create a regional coopera- 
tion between our African 
member states, which is not 
contradictory to the global 
character of Interpol,” Mr. 
Eriksson said, noting that 
“Interpol lacks an instru- 
ment to cany out this coop- 
eration in Africa.” 

As elsewhere, crimes have 
no borders on "the African 
continent, he said, citing as 
an example tbe sale of 
stolen cars between coun- 
tries, often paid for with 
drugs, or money laundering 
and weapons sales. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress is lining up behind the 
troubled C-17 transport plane as it prepares to send 
President Bill Clinton a defence bill with $7 billion more 
for the military than the White House requested. 

Defence spending legislation expected to win final 
approval in tbe House of Representatives endorses the 
costly air force craft although the Pentagon hasn’t decided 
whether to buy more. A report released Wednesday by the 
House-Senate Conference Committee that wrote the bill 
also backs the C-17. 

The legislation orders that the Pentagon "must give first 
priority to fully funding” of continued C-17 production in 
1997. 

The defence acquisition board, a key Pentagon decision- 
making body, is set to recommend by Nov. 1 whether to 
build a fleet of 120 C-17s. Under current plans, the air 
force would build 40 airiifters for a total cost of $21.3 bil- 
lion, or $533 million a plane. 

Tbe bill contains $2.4 billion far the last eight of those 40 
planes, which are built by McDonnell Douglas Corp. in 
southern California. 

Rep. Bill Young, chairman of tbe House Appropriations 
National Security Subcommittee, said the House-Senate 
report reflected increasing confidence within the military 
in the C-17, a plane once so beset with engineering and 
performance problems that the Pentagon nearly canceled 
it. 

"The problems that have existed in the past have been 
pretty much overcome,” Mr. Young said. 
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History made again 

THE WHITE House was the scene Thursday of 
yet another historic peace agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Two years earlier Hie 
first handshake between Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian Leader Yasser 
Arafat at the same place brought with it the first 
accord ever between the two warring peoples as 
represented in the Declaration of Principles that 
was to govern their future talks. This time, there 
was a broad agreement on the implementation of 
the second stage of the accord spelling out an 
expanded Palestinian control over West Bank 
cities and towns. 

The ceremony, which was presided over by 
President Bill Clinton, was witnessed by key 
regional and world leaders whose presence sig- 
nalled a broad international support for the 
Mideast peace process. It was no accident there* 
fore that the agreement was also signed and 
witnessed by Mr. Clinton, His Majesty King 
Hussein, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, 
Spanish Prime Minister FQipe Gonzalez, Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev and last but 
not least Norwegian Foreign Minister Bjoern 
Godal, whose capital city Oslo hosted the break- 
through between the PLO and Israel two years 
ago. 

The latest accord may have indeed brought 
closer the day when “the clash of arms will be 
banished from God’s holy land,” as the U.S. 
president remarked on the occasion, or brought 
nearer the poet’s dream as the Israeli prime 
minister poignantly observed, or has demons- 
trated that the reconciliation effort has become 
irreversible as Chairman Arafat rightly pointed 
out. Still, the biggest challenge to all that has 
been pains takingly achieved is what King Hus- 
sein described in his remarks at the ceremony as 
the real challenge to the remaining leaders in the 
Middle East “to demonstrate courage, both 
moral and physical, to show what responsibility 
means by joining the peace camp.” No doubt His 
Majesty had Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
uppermost on his mind when he called on the 
other parties in the region to join the campaign 
for peace. 

Indeed King Hussein was not alone in alluding 
to the unfinished business in the region. Mr. 
Clinton expressed the hope that Damascus and 
Beirut would soon make their presence and role 
more visible. President Mubarak was equally 
emphatic when he said that the mission of 
building peace cannot be ftaKQled until similar 
progress is attained on the Syrian and Lebanese 
trades. So were Chairman Arafat and Prime 
Minister Rabin. As a matter of fact the entire 
international community is unanimous on the j 
urgent need for a comprehensive settlement. 

The feat that was accomplished Thursday just 
like all the other successes on the peace front wiO 
remain spoiled and forever incomplete unless and 
until Syria and Lebanon have firmly joined in. 
This indispensable role cannot be expected to be 
realised on a unilateral basis, however. Much 
more is still expected from brad in order to 
bring Damascus on board. But this does not 
make the challenge to the Syrian leadership any 
easier. The Syrians can still undertake bolder 
moves towards the goal of sealing lasting and 
comprehensive peace in the region. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

MAHMOUD RIMAWI, a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily, has 
urged Iraq to follow France’s advice and accept U.N. 
Security Council resolution 986 on the sale of limited , 
amounts of oil under U.N. supervision for the purchase of; 
food and medicine. The writer said that the majority of! 
Iraqis are nearing starvation as a result of the sanctions. By 
selling oil, Iraq mil be partially relieved and its isolation 
from the rest of the worid will begin to end. But what is 
more important, is that the oil revenue will rescue the lives 
of the innocent people, he said. The writer said th3t the 
Iraqi government had been subjected to much humiliation 
di rough the series of U.N. resolutions and sanctions that 
have effectively encroached on and its sovereignty and thus 
the argument that the provisions of U.N! deal should be 
rejected for sovereignty concerns is invalid. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Dustour urged the concerned 
authorities to be brave enough and enforce the law on 
those who continually contaminate water, soil and air and 
pollute the environment. Mohammad Daoud said that a 
recent report by the Ministry of Water and Irrigation has 
evealed that 80 per cent of the factories in Jordan have 
: 'ailed to abide by the regulations concerning the treatment 
I of the wastewater emerging from their installations. With 
total disregard to the rules concerning measures to safe- 
< guard the environment , -these factories have been causing 
\ direct danger to the public, said the writer. It is true that 
i these factories are producing commodities that are badly 
! .needed by the local communities, but this is no justification 
j . for ther itinued mal -practices, he added. If the con- 
I cemed a- .iorities cannot dose these factories, then the 
] least they can do is to impose heavy finandal penalties on 
**■ ■■" * -s of the law and use the revenue to deal with the 
j consequences of the pollution, suggested the writer. 


THE AGREEMENT that Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
signed in Washington on Thursday on the finer details of 
interim self-rule in the West Bank has clearly established 
that the Arab-Israeti peace process is irreversible. The 
agreement also confounded assumptions among the hard- 
liners on the Arab ride that the 1993 declaration of 
principles (DoP) signed by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel was an Israeli ploy to end the 
Palestinian uprising in die occupied territories. 

For all practical and technical purposes, the accord that 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin signed on Thursday is the first step towards 
Palestinian statehood. But it is indeed an arduous way that 
lies ah&ad. Extremists on both rides are bent upon 
•wrecking the entire process, as we see from the reactions 
from the Israeli right-wing and the Damascus-based 
Palestinian groups to the self-rule agreement. The other 
ride of the coin is the commitment that both Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat have displayed by pressing ahead with the 
negotiations despite die spasms of violence and not letting 
the hardliners nave their way. 

Indeed, the declaration of principles is one year behind 
schedule, but then it would have been naive on anyone’s 
part to have expected an easy process of Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations, given the complexity of the issues before 
them. 

For us in Jordan, the signing ceremony in Washington 
had an additional significance: It substantiated Jordan’s 
argument that the Kingdom, by virtue of its own peace 
treaty with Israel, is in a much better position to positively 


influence the course of die peace process. Upon Mr. 
Arafat’s request. His Majesty King Hussein intervened 
with Mr. Rabin whenever the going got too tough for the 
Palestinians in the negotiations, particularly over the status . 
of Hebron. To a large extent, it was the be hind-the -scene 
Jordanian intervention that saved the day since Mr. Rabin 
understood the Palestinian concerns better when they were 
put to him by King Hussein. For once, we also think, Mr. 
'Arafat realised the key role Jordan played and would 
continue to play in the peace process. At least that is the 
message we got horn his visit to Jordan the day after die ■ 
ini tialling of the Taba accord and his public expressions of 
appreciation for the Jordanian role. 

Definitely we would have liked to see Israel relinquishing 
its control over Hebron just as all West Bank towns, but it 
was not a straightforward cut and deal question. Modi 
difficult as it is acknowledge, the fact remains that die 450 
or so settlers in the heart of Hebron are a problem for Mr. 
Rabin as much as it is for Mr. Arafat. And the Israeli prime 
minister has made no secret of his view that it is absurd to 
have thousands of Israeli soldiers to protect the 450, who 
live among 120,000 Palestinians. It is, of course, dear that 
Mr. Rabin understands that die settlers have to leave 
Hebron. It is only a matter of methods and means to ensure 
their peaceful departure from the town. 

Barring the sore point over Hebron, it is unlikely that the 

self-rule agreement could have been any different from the • 
way it was formulated in die last 16 months and signed in 
Washington on Thursday. 

The next step is its implementation. While we congratUT 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Oslo II opens a new promising but 
equally difficult chapter in Mideast 


By Elia NasraDah 

JORDANIAN DAILIES; 
last week gave prominence 
to the condurion of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment on expanding the 
Palestinian self-mle areas 
as well as Libya’s continued 
expulsion of Palestinians 
and a host of local topics. 

Hailing the Palestine- 
Israel agreement, which 
was signed in Washington 
Thursday, A1 Ra’i daily said 
that a new chapter in the 
Palestine-Israel peace has 
been opened. The paper 
expressed die Arab peo- 
ple’s hope that the agree- 
ment will pave the way for 
the restoration of all the 
Palestinian people's rights 
and the emergence of the 
independent Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its 
capital. The paper said that 
it is also hoped that the 
agreement would lead to 
the achievement of a com- 
prehensive peace on all the 
Israeli- Arab tracks. 

Writing in A1 Ra’i under 
the title of “Arafat’s suc- 
cess,” columnist Fahed A1 
Fanek said that the agree- 
ment on expanding the self- 
rule areas proved that 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat was right from the 
start and he has frustrated 
his opponents who had be- 
lieved that the self-rule- 
areas would not expand 
beyond Gaza and Jencho. 
J.The writer said that Mr.- 
Arafat faced Israeli proc- 
rastinations and obstacles 
with perseverance and 
proved that he is not sub- 
ject to Israel's whims and 
desires but an independent 
leader who pursues his 
drive to serve his people. 
Mr. Arafat’s hard bargain- 
■ing led Israel to hand over 
.seven Arab cities and hun- 
dreds of villages in the 
.second phase of the Oslo 
deal and secured Israel's 
pledge to release all the 
Palestinian detainees, albeit 
in stages, said the writer. 

For its part, A1 Sabeel 
weekly attacked the 
Palestine-Israel agreement 
;as another stage in Palesti- 
nian leaders’ capitulation. 
The agreement allowed 40£ 
Jewish, thieves to remain in 
Hebron, failed to secure th£ 
release of all prisoners and. 
left electricity and water 
supplies as well, as overall- 
security matters in the hand 
of Israel, said the weekly. 


During the marathon nego- 
tiations, Mr. Arafat walked 
out of the meeting, accusing 
Israel of treating the 
Palestinian negotiators as 
slaves, and this means that 
the whole deal was tailored 
only to serve the Jewish 
state's objectives and pro- 
tect its interests, said the 
paper. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in A1 Ra’i, said that 
the agreement between the 
Palestinians and Israel 
could not have been real- 
ised had the Palestinian 
leadership uot been 
perse ve rant and patient 
enongb in the face Of 
■Israel’s procrastinations 
and adamant stands. The 
writer said that Israel has’ 
repeatedly tried to delay 
the second phase of the 
Oslo deal and its nego- 
tiators repeatedly blocked 
the path of agreement at a 
time when the Jewish state 
continued its drive to con- 
fiscate more Arab lands and 1 
expand the Jewish settle-- 
ments to cause frustration 
in the hearts of the Palesti- 
nians. With the signing of 
the agreement in Washing- 
ton, he added, the road is 
paved for the Palestinian 
leadership to tackle the re- 
fugees and the Jerusalem 
issues and hold the elec- 
.tions so as to establish 
Palestinian sovereignty on 
'Palestinian lands . 

We must admit that the 
■Taba agreement does not* 
embody all the Palestinian 
aspirations but it is rather a 
new step to enable the 
Palestinians to regain con- 
trol over their land, said 
Mohammad Kawash, a wri- 
ter in A1 Dustour. With 
every achievement by the 
Palestinian leadership in 
Palestine, the credibility of' 1 
Mr. Arafat’s opponents de~" 
■dine further, said the wri- 
ter. Of course, the presence 
of Palestinian opposition is 
necessary now and when . 
the Palestinian state has 
been created because it 
serves as an incentive for 
the Palestinian leaders to 
double their efforts and 
attain more gains for the 
Palestinian people, he 
added. What is expected 
now is even more efforts 
and more pressure on Israel 
to force it to abide by the 
Oslo agreement and pave 
the way for the emergence 
of the independent Pales- 


tine state. 

Yasser Zaatreh, a writer 
in A1 Dustour, condemned 
the Taba accord as a clear 
concession on the part of 
the Palestinian leaders and 
a sell-out of many of the 
Palestinian people’s rights. 
The writer said that the 
agreement did not secure 
the departure of Jewish set- 
tlers from the Arab town of 
Hebron, or the release of 
the Palestinian prisoners. 
Furthermore, the agree- 
ment has failed to establish 
the Palestinians rights to 
their capital Jerusalem and 
offered Israel the right to 
move freely in and out of 
Palestinian towns and vil- 
lages, said the writer. The 
whole Taba deal, he said, is 
a farce that by no means ~ 
served the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s objectives. 

In thef view of Saleh Qal- 
lab, a writer in AJ Dustour, ~ 
the implementation of the 
Taba agreement will be 
much more difficult than 
the negotiations that led to 
it. We should not expect the 
Israelis to abide by the 
agreement, and sooner 
rather than later they would 
create new obstacles that 
would give them an excuse 
to remain in Arab lands, 
said the writer. Unless the 
Palestinians backed by the 
world community, especial- 
ly the United States, to 
.pressure Israel to cany out 
the agreement in full, the 
road to a settlement would 
be blocked and many of the 
Palestinian hopes would be 
dashed; he said. 

A writer in A1 Ra’i ex- 
pressed apprehension that 
the presence of the Jewish 
settlers in the heart of Heb- 
ron would create a time 
bomb that could explode at 
any moment. Mufid Nahleh 
said under the terms of the 
Taba accord, Israeli troops 
will continue to guard and 
protect the Jewish settlers 
but no one can guarantee 
the protection of the local 
Arab residents from . settler 
attacks. Furthermore, the 
Israeli forces in the Arab 
city are expected to help the 
settlers to expand their pre- 
sence and perpetuate their 
stay in the Arab town in a 
-manner that would provoke 
further hostilities, which 
would serve as a spark for a 
renewal of acts of violence. 

It is regrettable to see the 
Palestinian families being 


driven out of Libya at a 
time when they are hard 
pressed in their struggle to 
secure freedom from Israeli 
occupation and die restora- 
tion of their homeland, said 
Sultan A1 Hattab in A1 Ra’i 
daily. The writer said that 
by evicting the Palestinians 
from Libya, Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadbafi is furth- 
er aggravating the plight of 
the Palestinian people and 
complicating matters for 
their leaders to whom he 
should have extended sup- 
port in their drive to create 
the Palestinian state . 

By expelling Palestinians 
from Libya. Col. Qadbafi is 
trying to draw the world’s 
attention to his own prob- 
lems resulting from the 
U.N. sanctions damped on 
Libya , said Mohammad 
Subeihi, a writer in AJ Dus- 
toar. He said that people 
who accuse Col. Qadbafi of 
being a lunatic are wrong 
and mat they should under- 
stand that Col. Qadhafi is 
trying to put. pressure on 
the United States and Israel 
to end the sanctions in ex- 
change for cancelling the 
. deportation order. The wri- 
ter said that Col. Qadhafi is 
m a trap trying to find a way 
out of his predicament and 
has been under the illusion 
that the deportation of the 
Palestinians can do the trick 
in a dramatic way and help 
draw the world public’s 
attention to his own prob- 
lem. 

In the view of Hamad eh 
Faraaneh, a columnist in AJ 
Dustour, Col. Qadhafi’s 
order to expel Palestinians 
-from Libya is not politically 
motivated as he claims it to 
be. Hie writer said that the 
expulsion came as a direct 
result of the economic, so- 
cial and security problems 
.facing the Libyan people 
resulting from the sanctions 
imposed by the United Na- 
tions on his country. The 
writer said that Col. Qadha- 
fi is trying to direct the 
Libyan people’s attention 
to an external ’foe’ and be 
believed that the. expulsion 
of the Palestinians can take 
the Libyan people's mind 
off the internal problems. 

A writer in A1 Ra’i sug- 
gested that the government 
introduce amendments to 
the Penal Code in such a 
way that it would impose a 
fine on those who issue 
cheques that bounce. 


late our Palestinian brethren for 

__ v,,.* rajee some concerns. For one thing, the fust 

reflection 1 offo^egreenient should be aquabtmve change 
in the fives of the Palestinians living in the WrstBank and 
theGazaStrip- Hiat is where the international immunity 
tosteo in with a firm commitment to help Mr. Arafat 
S^Sffies^tics that the course he opted for was the 
bcsMndeed. In this context, it was heartening ; to note 
President Clinton and other leaders gathered iinW^ 
ton on Thursday issue a joint declaration pleo^ng help for 
the ZcS lMoJ Authority (PNA). We hope the 
pledge would not remain simply a piece of paper. The snags 
mSe delivery of assistance to the PNA should be removed 
^Sa^foraUI^us not forget that the PNA * assuming 
responsibilities of running tbe lives of another two million | 
Sole in the West Bank and any failure °n its part to 
deliver the promises of a better life to the Palestinians 
would not bode well for the positive continuation of the 

•^tS'time, it is not simply enough for the PNA to 
concern itself with administering self-rule. It has to ensure 

Palestinians have a fine example to follow just across tbe 
river — Jordan, which has adopted these key features of a 
civilised society as a way of life for itself. We stand ready to 
extend whatever help we could to the Palestinians, but it is 
essentially for the PNA to convince itself that democracy, 
with all that it entails, is the best way of life everyone 
around. 

Identity and 
polarisation in 
Jordanian society 


By Laurie Brand 

IDENTITY IS a complex 
and ever-evolving phe- 
nomenon. Each one of us' 
counts numerous aspects or 
constituent parts to our in- 
dividaal identities: profes- 
sion, sex, religion, ethnic- 
ity, nationality, and so on. 
For any given person, the 
most important constituent 
part of his/her identity may 
drift or change over time, 
depending upon develop- 
ments at home, at the 
office, in the economy, or 
on the political front. The 
challenge to the student of 
identity is to understand 
what factors lead to the 
emergence of one factor or 
set of factors as the primary 
determinants of a person’s 
sense of identity at a parti- 
cualr point in time. 

Over the past few years 
Jordanian society has ex-, 
perienced a number of se- 
rious economic and politic- 
al developments. Tbe be- 
ginning of political liber- 
alisation in 1989, the 
second Gulf war and its. 
fallout, economic crisis and 
policies aimed at reducing 
the role of the state, the 
signing of tbe Pafestinian- 
Israeli peace accord fol- 
lowed by the Jordanian- 
Israefi accord — all have 
had a deep and, in some 
cases, disorienting impact. 
Given the tremendous 
changes and challenges in- 
volved, it could not easily 
have been otherwise. Such 
momentous developments 
and tbe uncertain future 
they portend create anx- 
ieties and fears. Strong 
emotions of this type are 
often expressed in the form 
of dissatisfaction or anger 
with an identifiable 
“other” in society. 

Who and along what 
lines this “Other” is con- 
structed will vary from soci- 
ety to society, but there is 
-little question that in Jor- 
dan the dividing line is 
most often drawn between ’ 
citizens of Palestinian ori- 
gin and East Bank Jorda- 
nians. While scholarship on 
Jordan has greatly in- 
creased in the last few 
years, to date, no study has 
been published exploring 
the development of the 
sense of Jordanian identity 
over tiie years, nor of the 
development of the ten- 
sions that exist between tbe 
two groups in the King- 
dom. It is for that reason 
that the study recently pub- 
lished by Jordan Universi- 
ty’s Centre for Strategic 
Studies is so timely and 
'important. A field survey, 
which was the first part of 
the project, documents 
publicly for the first time 
the existence of these ten- 
sions and the reasons ex- 
pressed on both sides for 
them. For those who have 
long felt, or felt victim of, 
such tensions, the results 
will not be surprising. But 
that was not the point of 
the study.' The goal of the 
study was to provide sound 
field research — as 
opposed to continuing spe- 
culation or polemic — to 
underpin both future stu- 
dies of the problem and to 
open the door for suggest 
tions of potential solutions. 

The existence of two (or 
more) communal groups in 
a country need not be a 
source of weakness. While 
one may point to a number 


of obvious cases today 
where communal tensions 
have led to armed conflict, 
there are many, many 
other countries in which 
differences, grievances and' 
competition among or be- 
tween groups are carefully 
managed so that disintegra- 
tion need not result. In- 
deed, admission of the ex- 
istence of a problem is the 
first step to a solution. 
Ignoring, repressing or de- 
nying such a situation is 
more likely than not to lay 
the basis for a future 
growth in tensions and for 
potentially much more se- 
rious problems. 


' Academics and policy- 
makers of a variety of 
backgrounds — history, 
economics, sociology, 
political science — have 
skills that can be brought 
to .bear both in under- 
standing the develop- 
ment of the inter- 
communal problem and 
in formulating appropri- 
ate policy responses. 


It has only been since the 
beginning of the political 
liberalisation in 1989 that 
the issue of inter- 
communal tensions has be- 
gun to be broached public- 
ly, specifically in the local 
press. Whether such ten- 
sions have actually in- 
creased in recent years, or 
whether the relatively grea- 
ter freedom of expression 
allow in the Kingdom has 
simply allowed them to be 
voiced more openly, is a 
question that needs further 
exploration. However, de- 
nying the existence of these 
tensions, or attempting to 
discredit the centre's study 
based on selective, out-of- 
context .readings of certain 
parts of the 20-page sum- 
mary of historical back- 
ground and discussions that 
took place at a retreat at 
the Dead Sea, serves no * 
larger national interest. 

Academics and policy- 
makers of a variety of back- 
grounds — history, econo- 
mics, sociology, political 
science — have skills that 
can be brought to bear both . 
in understanding the de- 
velopment of the inter- 
communal problem and in 
formulating appropriate 
policy responses. The cen- 
tre’s study is a most wel- 
come, dispassionate (y et 
concerned) opening state- 
ment in what anyone who 
cares about a healthy and 
stable future for the King- 
dom must hope will be a 
continuing exchange and 
debate. 

The writer is associate pro- 
fessor of international rela- 
tions at the University of 
Southern California, Los 
Angeles. She is the author 
of “ Jordan's Inter-Arab 
Relations: The Political 
Economy of Alliance Mak- 
ing (New York: Columbia 
University Press , J 995) and 
“Palestinians in tbe Arab t. 
Worid: Institution Building “ 
and the Search for State 
(New York: Colombia Uni- 
versity Press, 1988). She 
on academic sabbatical m 
Jordan on a Social Science 
Research Council grant. 

She contributed tbe above 
article to the Jordan Times. 
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Amm an Economic Summit projects placed on Internet 


By George Htehmeh ■ 

- USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON — The 
.U.S. Commerce Department 
launched this week a 
'‘homepage" on the Internet 
which will reach the 
“broadest possible audience” 
within the American business 
community identifying “pro- 
jects and opportunities" for 
which Middle Eastern coun- 
tries will be seeking partners 
at the Amman Economic 
Summit next month. 

. This followed a joint letter 
sent earlier this month by 
Secretaries of State and Com- 
merce, Warren Christopher 
and Ronald Brown, respec- 
tively, inviting American 
businesses to support and 
participate in the economic 
conference in Amman sche- 
duled for Oct. 29-31. About 
130 U.S. firms are expected 
to be represented there. 

Both said their initiative 
was “at the centre of oar 
efforts to develop a private- 
sector focus to the Middle 
East peace process.” They 
said that the upcoming sum- 
mit will be ‘a business- 
driven, outcome-oriented 
conference focusing on com- 
mercial opportunities and 
projects.” 

More than 1,000 govern- 
ment and business leaders 
from 60 nations are expected 
in Jordan next month pri- 


marily to demonstrate, in the 
opinion of one U.S. diplo- 
mat, that the Middle East 
peace process pays. 

• Unlike its predecessor, this 
conference will be focused on 
public and private part- 
nership as well as seeing the 
'creation of three key institu- 
tions called for in the Casab- 
lanca Declaration. 

At that Moroccan meeting, 
the cjMfcmes proposed the 
launching of a Middle East 
Development Bank, a re- 
gional Business Council and a 
•regional Tourism Board. - 
Several huge regional pro- 
jects such as the Aqaba-Eilat' 
.airport and others within 
Jordan, Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas are 
expected to be announced as 
well. 

Hie International Trade 
Administration of the De- 
partment of Commerce has" 
the Web address http:// 
.www.ita.doc.gov/itahome. 
fatml. 

The Amman Economic 
Summit, listed and accessible- 
as a topic on this homepage, 
has the Web address of http J/ 
www.ita.doc.gov/region/ 
amm an/econof.btml. 

“We are going to do an 
aggressive job of match- 
making" between U.S. and 
Middle Eastern governments 
and businesses before and 
during the Amman Economic 
Summit, said Richard Gan- 
non, senior advisor for trade 


policy who is now at the 
Advocacy Centre, an export- 
promotion unit at the Com- 
merce Department. 

This is the first time that 
the Commerce Department 
has undertaken such an effort 
on the Internet, he stressed. 

The Advocacy Centre, 
established 22 months ago by 
the Clinton administration, is 
responsible for coordinating 
export promotion activities of 
19 U.S. government agencies 
that constitute the Trade 
Promotion Coordinating 
Committee (TPCC), chaired 
by Secretary Brown. 

“We are at the hub of 
that," explained Mr. Gan- 
non. “We woric in support of 
American companies pur- 
suing contracts overseas." 

This was a new undertak- 
ing by the Clinton adminis- 
tration. “We are sick of being 
on the sidelines, wishing our 
companies well and doing no- 
thing to support them,” said 
Mr. Gannon, reflecting the 
strong views of Secretary 
Brown and other senior 
administration officials. “We 
should take a more proactive 
role and we should work 
more with the companies.” 

In the first six months of 
this year, the Clinton admi- 
nistration provided successful 
advocacy on 62 transactions 
that helped U.S. exporters 
secure overseas agreements 
totalling $12,600,000 million, 
including $6,300,000 million 


in U.S. export content. 

It is estimated that these 
new transactions will support 
more than 83.000 U.S. jobs. 
This brings the total of 
advocacy successes to 
$57,800 million since the 
Advocacy, Centre's opening 
in November 1993, according 
to a TPCC release. 

As far as the Amman con- 
ference, Mr. Gannon said in 
an interview that the U.S. 
administration has been 
tracking projects within the 
Gulf region, the Middle East 
‘and North Africa. “We are 
• ' identifying opportunities for 
American investments and; 
■engagements... in tourism, 
hotels, resort construction/ 
infrastructure, etc." 

He said be has spent two 
weeks in the Middle East 
meeting with government 
officials, U.S. representatives 
and private sector repre- 
sentatives. He noted that 
some of the governments 
which will be participating in 
the Amman summit have 
already started sharing with 
the United States the busi- 
ness opportunities which will 
be publicised in Amman. In 
turn, he continued, be has 
begun providing American 
businesses with this informa- 
tion “to stimulate interest” in 
the region. 

Jordan, for example, has a 
list of 27 projects that they 
have prepared with the assist-, 
ance of the Canadian govern-; 


ment, he reported. “There 
are an additional 60 projects 
that a U.S. investment house 
is preparing" for dissemina- 
tion at the summit, he added. 

He also cited the case of 
Qatar where, he said, both 
-government and private sec- 
tor representatives including/ 
the Chamber of Commerce 
are planning to present some 
20 projects at Amman. 

“The Israelis are doing the 
same thing. The Palestinian 
Authority and its private sec- 
tor will also have their own 
list of projects,” be added. 

He pointed out that every 
Friday, the Switzerland- 
based World Economic 
: Forum, which is organising 
■the summit conference, sends 
the U.S. and Foreign Com- 
- merrial Service a list of the 
American companies which 
[have signed up and the type 
of projects that will be pur- 
sued by the participating 
countries and businesses at 
Amman. 

He said his centre has been 
able to identify about 150 
projects for which tenders 
■have been let and U.S. com- 
.panies are actively pursuing. 
He explained that there are 
also “opportunities” which 
the American firms can re- 
spond to. He described these 
.as tenders that are still open 
.or represent a vision of -the 
‘host countries. 

Explaining the homepage ■ 
initiative, Mr. Gannon said 


there will be an abstract on 
each project, identifying 
whether a feasibility study 
has been done, who. under- 
took the feasibility study, 
whether there is financing 
and by whom. “This is the 
type of information the busi- 
ness community (here) wants, 
to know," he, emphasised. 

On the other band, once a 
U.S. company has signed up 
for the Amman conference, 
the Advocacy Centre will 
then request match-making 
information from this com- 
pany, be explained. That is, 
what kind of business they 
are in, what subsidiaries they 
have (in the Middle East, 
what kind of companies they 
are looking for in Amman, 
and what countries they are 
interested in. 

Once an American com- 
pany selects a project it is 
interested in, it would have to 
call the U.S. and Foreign 
Commercial Service at the 
Department of Commerce. 
In turn, the Commercial Ser- 
vice in conjunction with U.S. 
-embassies in the Middle East 
and North Africa will begin 
the process of match-making. 

The focus of activity in 
Amman for the American: 
business representatives will 
be at the Business Centre 
which will be housed in the 
same hotel where the U.S. 
official delegation will be 
staying, reportedly the Mar- 
riott. 


Dollar tumbles 
despite Bank of 
Japan intervention 



TOKYO (R) — The sagging 
dollar suffered another blow 
Friday, plunging below 98- 
yen as Japanese exporters 
sold dollars to settle accounts 
on the final business day of 
■ the first half of the fiscal year; 

Japan's central bank lifted 
the greenback off its lows, 
with doliar-buying interven- 
tion in morning trade, but 
was forced to step in again 
after the fragile currency fell 
back. 

The dollar was hovering 
around 98 yen and 1.4170 
marks in late afternoon trade 
after closing at around 99.25 
yen and 1.4190 marks in New 
York Thursday. 

The yen’s surge against the 
dollar battered Tokyo share 
prices. The key Nikkei aver- 
age ended down 109.80 
points at 17,913.06. 

A finance ministry official 
sought to sooth currency jit- 
ters, calling the dollar’s drop 
a technical move and insisting 
the Group of Seven (G-7) leading 
nations would reaffirm their, 
commitment to a strong dol- 
lar when their finance minis- 
ters and central bankers meet 
in early October. 

Japan's Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama told par- 
liament he would do his best 


O ECD warns France 
to spend less, tax less 


PARIS (AFP) — The French 
government should cut state 
spending instead of raising 
taxes and face up to the 
problems of public sector pay 
and entfllements, the OECD 
warns in a repot. 

The wanting, described by 
one commentator as “devas- 
tating,” is contained in a re- 
port on the French economy 
from the Paris-based Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 

(OECD). _ 

Publication follows the first- 
budget produced by Prime 
'Minister Alain Jnppe since he 
took office following die elec- 
tion of President Jacques* 
Chirac, which was criticised 
for its Mure to attack some 
of the country’s [fundamental 
problems. 

. The report criticises Mr. 
Juppe and his predecessor 
.Edouard Bahadur for the in- 
adequacy of their efforts to 

cut me budg et deficit. 

It says that if the govern- 
ment is to achieve its aim of 
limiting the deficit to four per 
cent of 'gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) in 1996 and three 
per cent in 1997, to meet the 
criteria for monetary union 
laid down by the Maastricht 


will 


treaty, further efforts 
have to be made. 

Both Germany and Britain 
should meet the target of 
reducing their budget deficits 
beneath the Maastricht limit 
of three per cent, the report 
says. 

'• It warns that unless social 
spending is cut in 1996, as the 
government has pledged, the 
deficit will reach 4.5 ppr cent 
next year and not four per 
cent 

Although the report was 
prepared before the budget, 
it anticipates several mea- 
sures taken in* ft. Echoing 
criticism of it by French em- 
ployers and politicians, the 
OECD says it would have 
been better to prune public 
spending than raise taxes, 
since tax rises risk diluting 
the benefits arising from a cut 
in the costs borne by 
businesses- - - . 

The OECD says that cuts 
should be made in the public 
sector, arguing that the prop- 
ortion of public sector em- 
ployees in France (23 per 
cent) was much higher in 
France than in Germany or 
the United States inl980 (15 
per c ent) and that som e acti - 
vities could be rationalised. 


Deep-sea gas 
pipeline linking Oman 
to India is feasible 


ABU DHABI (R) — A pro- 
ject to build and lay the 
world's deepest sub-sea gas 
pipeline from Oman to India 
is technically feasible 'despite 
water depths of 3,500 metres 
in the Arabian Sea. a leading 
project contractor said. 

Backers of the Oman-India 
pipeline, which would run 
four times as deep as any 
other line, say that building 
and installing the 1,100 
kilometre long pipeline can 
be achieved at a cost that 
makes the scheme financially 
viable. 

Other industry executives 
have questioned whether a 
pipeline can safely operate at 
such depths because of the 
great water pressures that 
will exert on the fabric of the 
line. 

“It is now known that the 
project is technically feasible 
and that the pipeline can be 
constructed and operated 
safely," Allen Gurnard of 
U.S. engineers J.P. Kenny 
International Inc. told dele- 
gates at a gas conference in 
the UAE capital Abu Dhabi. 


Oman and India signed an 
agreement a year ago on 
principal terms which makes 
Oman responsible for build- 
ing and financing the $5 bil- 
lion pipeline to export its gas 
to India. 

J.P. Kenny is the managing 
contractor for the project 
which is being promoted by 
the state-owned Oman Oil 
Company and other contracts 
are expected by the end of 
this year. 

Initially Oman will supply 
India one billion cubic feet 
(28.3 million cubic metres) a 
day of natural gas through 
the 24-inch (60-cm) diameter 
line starting in 1999. 

Both governments remain 
in talks on exporting Omani 
gas to India by special tank- 
ers as well as by pipeline. 


Arab bankers see curbs 
on growth in derivatives 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Renters 

AMMAN — Arab bankers 
and foreign exchange dealers 
said on Friday growth of de- 
rivatives trading within the 
region's financial markets 
could be hampered by past 
bank Mores, state regula- 
tion and Islamic opposition. 

“Regulatory curbs on fore- 
ign exchange’ in die region 
limits derivatives growth, 
being amongst the financial 
instruments that need more 
liberalisation," said Raid 
Assad, a consultant in the 
Arab Institute for Banking 
and Financial Studies. 

However, the consultant 
told over 330 participants in 
the 21st annual conference of 
the Inter-Arab Cambist 
Association that opened in 
Amman on Friday that the 


region's financial markets 
had to “command the use of 
derivatives sooner than later, 
so that the Arab World does 
not take a bade seat.” 
Bankers say the region's 
markets have only in the last 
few years become exposed to 
derivatives trading as new 
financial instruments com- 
prising a whole range of fu- 
tures, options and swaps to. 
hedge against stocks, bonds, 

a nd cu rrency investments. 

Martin Joy, dnef dealer in 


Gulf Investment Corpora- 
tion. the investment bank of 
the six Gulf Arab states, said 
ample derivatives like fore- 
ign exchange options “have a 
growing demand in the Gulf 
because it is a convenient way 
of hedging risk.” 

But other bankers said the 
growth in use of derivatives 
was handicapped by key con- 
straints, not least lack of 
management expertise that 
made traditional banks shy 
(Continued on page 9 


to ensure Japan's economy 
recovered and would keep a 
“close watch" on currencies* 

The yen’s renewed rise is 
bad news for Japan's stagnant 
economy, as it would dent 
exporters’ profits. 

The government last week, 
announced a mammoth 14.22 
trillion yen ($145 billion) 
package of economic stimu- 
lus measures in an attempt to 
put the economy back on a 
recovery track; 

Currency dealers said the 
Bank of Japan bought dollars 
around 97.50 yen and above 
in Tokyo morning trade, af- 
ter the U.S. currency fell as 
low as 97.45 yen earlier in the 
morning. 

The dollar recovered a bit, 
only to retreat again in late 
afternoon, when the Bank of 
Japan again came into the 
market. 

The dollar, which touched 
a record low of 79.75 yen in 
April, hit a 15-month high of 
104.70 yen last week. It had* 
been hovering between 98 
yen and 101 yen since. 

Sales of dollars to buy 
marks helped push the dollar 
lower, along with selling by 
U.S. funds to buy yen. 
•Japanese exporters also 
bought the Japanese currency 
to book their overseas earn, 
ings on the last business day 
of the fiscal half-year. 

The central bank's in- 
tervention was half-hearted 
at best and no match for the 
aggressive selling, dealers 
said. 

Some dealers predicted the 
dollar would remain fragile 
and under pressure at least 
until the G-7 ministers’ 
meeting, which is expected 
around the first week of 
October. 

Some said that since the 
dollar's rise earlier in 
September was an artifical 
creation of G-7 authorities, it 
would be hard to reverse its 
latest weakening without 
another dose of joint central, 
bank intervention. 


THE Daily Crossword by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Guy 

5 Impression 
10 Diamond name 

14 Move 
imperceptibly 

1 5 Sing a holiday 
song 

1 6 Cinders" 

17 Many 

18 Aclress Verdugo 

19 Tragic king 

20 Collected by 
legal authority 

22 School terms 

24 Make lace 

25 Make onerous 
demands on 

26 Lampoon's 
cousin 

29 Rainbow 
31 American poet 
34 Science of Might 

36 Operate 

37 Do laundry 
work 

3B Little bit 

39 Liquid 
measure 

40 Small drink 

41 Iridescent 
quality 

45 Pipe joint 

46 Cinereous 

47 Walk unsteadily 

48 B.ishtul 

49 Flightless bird 

50 Easy to 
understand 

55 N.Y. player 
.59 Inter — 

60 — couture 

62 Jot 

63 Fuzz 

64 Certain 
dwelling 

65 Border on 

66 Woman 

67 Young 
equines 

68 — qua non 

DOWN 

1 Anthracite 

2 Predicament 

3 Gulf of (he Black 
Sea 

4 Earnest request 
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61 


162 


65 


68 


56 57 58 


Thursday’s puzzle solved 


5 Summer drink 

6 — de mer 

7 Greek god 

8 Depleted 

9 Springy 

10 Spiral 

1 1 Edible spread 

12 Blueprint 

13 Corn units 

21 Become entitled 
to 

23 Back talk 

26 Virtuous one 

27 Nest 

28 Figure of 
speech 

29 Where the Adige 
flows 

30 Use a 
conveyance 

31 Lithograph 

32 Little bit 

33 Inscribe 

35 Provo's state 
39 Flowers 

41 Maui neighbor 

42 Medium 

43 Sound systems 
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44 insensible stale 
48 Gray 

50 Lose 
effectiveness 

51 Lamb 

52 “The Swedish 
Nightingale” 


53 Stage villain 

54 Tedious 

56 Mongolian 
desert 

57 Vingt^— 

58 Appraise 
61 Child 
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lost 235 pounds on the Helium Diet! 1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrl Arnold and Mika Arfjirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


I UNI 

REP 
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CLIMBING THE 
[LAPPS? of success! 

STARTS WITH THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) . 

Jumbles: ITCHY EIGHT MARROW WAITER 
Answer What she considered her bus stop snack — 
WORTH THE WEIGHT 


IF THAT LITTLE RED 
HAIRED 61RL WAS 
HERE, I COULD PUSH 
HER ON THE SWING.. 

-zr 



ID PUSH HER 
REAL HIGH, AND 
SHE'D LAUGH.. 

I 



SHE'D SAY/ PUSH ME 
|M!GHER,CHARUE BROWN j" 

and she'd like me 
better than anyone.. 
“Zf 




Andy Cap 



Mutfn’Jeff 


’RAT BROKE MAIN' HERE 

Comes jeff.' mmbe xcan 
BOROnt rwE books offhuii 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1995’ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You have fine ideas for 
advancement and should put 
them in operation quickly. A 
newcomer provides necessary 
information. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May: 

20) Find the right way to get 
advice from a clever person 
in business who can help you[ 
to become more prosperous. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June. 

21) Be more ingenious with a. 
dever partner who holds the 
key to greater prosperity for 
you today. Reach agreements 
with others, also. 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jfcne 
22 to July 21) Stop procrasti- 
nating and get aU the tasks 
completed which is impor- 
tant. Gain the cooperation of 
a fellow assodate. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
This is an ideal day to plan 
recreation for the days ahead 
so that you can get the most 
enjoyment from them. Con- 
tact good friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Now you can 
make those home arrange-, 
meats today which have been 
difficult to do before this. 
Spend this evening at home 4 
with friends. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Getting in touch 
with those you usually deal 
with and stating that prou 
want them in your life far into 
the future is wise today. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to - 
November 21) IS you study 
the situation more carefully,- 
understanding^, you will 
know how to improve your 
monetary status. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You 
have fine ideas for advance- 
ment today and should put 
them in operation quickly 
tonight for you to be success- 
ful. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Find the right 
philosophy that you want to 
follow later tonight and con- 
centrate more on principles, 
rather than angles. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 » 
February 19) This is an ideal 
evening to be your gregarious 
self and see as many persons ■ 
as you possible can. Utilise 
your charm, 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) First find out big- 
wigs expect of you today afld 
then you can follow directives 
and gain benefits you de- 
serve. 


Birthstone of September 
Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 





i 

! 


MBEr 



?*? ***ld k> 

current. 1 . 

■■• rcRcw c j if*’ 
<»« Jap;,R- t *** IS 

ils 11 "t-uu^"' 
profit s 
crnmcnt | :Kf 

1 •» niiitn nmih JJS 
“» CSMs 

/ ca “ , * , mic 

in an .uiem P 7j 

v Jcak-rv vtwl . 
ip«b. , u !: h , 0 ,, 1| ^ 

■ , Jn d ahovj 

morning t r;uk . v 5 
A- curiencyfidj; 
4S > en Writer , n ,2 

tar recovered ah,, 
treat again m | ait 

a i>-monih Hieh lrf 
n week, h 

ennp between % 

■ iM ven since 
;’ f d ^»-*rs to huv 
l P™ push the dollar 
ang with selling bt 
nds to buv \ en 

2 , cx Pvners also 
c Japanese currenn 
their overseas earn- 
;ie last business ^ 
*eiil half -\ear 
entral b.mks i n . 
« was h.tW-heanM 
id no match fi.r ibt 
e selling. deai CT , 

tellers predicted ilk 
ouW remain iracifc 
er pressure .it lew 
e Ci-~ minister 
which 1% cvpcoec 

the iifNi *Acek * 

said that vi'iie nt 
, !ise V .• : 1 1 c t <1 

or was .in anma ; 

oj l i-T auih.infio r, 
: hard to tcvctsr r. 
veakenine vo:h.v 
dose «M pm it ccnia. 
cncntion 

■roscopT 

vs r for s»na. 
:rS FMBFK &W5 


Business & Finance 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1995 9 



A review 
of economic news 
Umm the Arabic press I 


Ministry 


determined 
not to Boat 
sanitary 
paper prices 

** THE MINISTRY of 
Supply and the Consumer 
Protection Society have 
agreed that prices of second 
i grade sanitary paper should 
not be raised in any form and 
under any circumstance. 
Acting Supply Minister 
Abdul Majia AI Azzam 
asserted: “We are against 
floating prices with regard to 
sanitary paper. It is not possi- 
ble to float the prices of 
second grade sanitary paper 
because the majority of peo- 
ple who use it are from li- 
mited income groups.” Dr. 
Azzam said that the ministry 
would announce a decision 
on this matter during the 
week and that the decision 
would be fair to all parties. 
“Of course there will be no 
floating of prices because we 
are absolutely against this 
principle,’' he emphasised. 

Mohammad Obeidat, head 
of the Consumer Protection 
Society, backed the minis- 
try's stand and noted that the 
mi nistry' s experience in float- 
ing tSe puces of coffee, 
ghee and Nido M3k powder 
in the past was negative. Dr. 
Obeidat said the demands of 
the companies ro amend the 
prices of second grade sanit- 
ary paper were somehow jus- 
tified but that does not mean 
floating the prices because 
the costs of raw material in- 
i' put in the manufacturing of 
J sanitary paper had increased 
only slightly. 'He added that 
despite of this, the conclu- 
sions of a study jointly under- 
taken by the ministry and the" 
society point out”that com- 
panies manufacturing sanit- 
ary paper are still making 
more than 13.5 per cent pro- 
fit. 

He suggested opening the 
doors to import sill kinds of 
sanitary paper to guarantee 
the right of the consumer to 
choose from a number of 
alternatives. He pointed out 
that the local manufacturers 
have benefltted many times, 
through various means, after 
1989 having doubled their 
prices and reduced the 
weights of their products of 
sanitary paper. As such, be 
d emanded th at tbc Spedfica- 
tkw md S tM d a nfi w lioB Sanaa 
put Specifications for second 
grade sanitary paper furingits 
weight and its qualities. Dr. 
Obeidat repeated, that float- 
ing the prices cannot be toler- 
ated as the purchasing power 
of the consumers was declin- 
ing day by day due to the 
continued rise in prices and 
as the policy of floatation in 
general has proved unsuc- 
cessful due to the limited size 
of the Jordanian market. 

Meanwhile, an official 
source at the ministry said 
that if the companies do not 
adhere to the new prices to 
be fixed this week, the minis- 
try would resort to refixing 
‘jme prices of the first grade of 
sanitary paper which are now 
allowed to float. Also, the 
official source said, the minis- 
try would open the door for 
imports from neighbouring 
countries where the prices 
would be lower than the local 
products should its prices be 
floated or amended. 

Abdul Majeed Faouri, the 
owner of the plant which 
..manufactures “Soft” pro- 
ducts, said he would not re- 
spond to the new prices and. 
unless prices of second grade 
sanitary paper are floated, he 
would keep his plant closed 
with all employees on an 
“paid leave. 

“Let the government hire 
them (the workers). There is 
no solution except to float the 
prices,” Mr. Faouri empha- 
Jised (AI Dustour + A l 

Ra1£. 

** THE MINISTRY of In- 
““stiy and Trade will issue a 
decision in the next few days 
abolishing import licences 
needed for imports from 
^b and foreign countries. 

.. . decision will exdude a 
jt limited number of the pro- 
ducts . which require prior 
a PP*oval from concerned de- 
partments. Those products 
^ould cover fboditUB, medi- 
ane * security-related equip- 
ment and materials as well as 
Jl®® 8 to be imported within 
tne framework of trade pro- 
tocols signed with other 
countries (AI Ra’i). 


Brokers expect AFM trading, prices to continue upward trend 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices shot up 
by nearly three per cent at 
the Amman stock exchange 
this week, with weekly tur- 
nover rising by more than 
one-third, against expecta- 
tions of an economic boom 
with the convening of a major 
regional conference in Am- 
man next month, brokers 
said Thursday. 

They said public state- 


ments over the last few weeks 
by senior American officials 
and visits to Jordan by sever- 
al U.S. investment groups 
had given rise to high hopes 
that American firms were 
poised to enter concrete joint 
ventures and come in with 
investments to the Kingdom. 

The expectations were cou- 
pled with the passage of 
amendments to income and 
sales tax laws as well as a new 
investment promotion law 
that are seen key to attracting 


foreign capital to the country 
with high incentives and tax 
holidays. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), as the Jordanian 
I stock exchange is officially 
'known, said turnover fin the 
week ending Thursday was 
9.4 million dinars, up 36.2 
per cent from the previous 
week's 6.9 millioa dinars. 

The report said 5.4 million 
shares changed bands during 
the week under 5,104 con- 


tracts. 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 major companies 
dosed for the week at 159.7 
points after gaming 4.2points 
or 2.7 per cent. AFM dealers 
said the actual rise was close 
to four per cent, given that 
many companies which gained 
during the week are not in- 
cluded in the index. 

Separate sectoral indices 
showed that banks gained by 
4.6 per cent, services sector 
shares by two per cent, insur- 


ance by 0.6 per cent and 
industrials by 03 per cent. 

AFM brokers, speaking on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with market guidelines, 
said a recent decision by the 
Centra] Bank of Jordan to 
ease restrictions on commer- 
cial banks’ lending in foreign 
currency was one of the ma- 
jor factors that shot up bank 
stocks in the market. 

Hie AFM report said com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions accounted for 


4.49 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover. Industrials 
came second with 2.57 mil- 
lion dinars, followed by ser- 
vices sector shares with a 
volume of 2.15 million dinars 
and insnrance stocks with 
170,000 dinars. 

The week saw stocks of 95 
companies changing hands. 
As trading dosed for the 
week. 39 of them had gained. 
36 slipped and 20 remained 
unchanged. _ ~ — 

Brokers said they ex- 


pected the upward trend to 
continue in the market in the 
run-up to the Oct. 29-31 Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
in Amman. Jordan is ex- 
pected to present projects 
worth $33 billion at the sum- 
mit seeking financing, and 
indications have emerged 
that the governments of 
Japan, the U.S. and several 
European countries are en- 
couraging their private sec- 
tors to invest in Jordan. 


Bankers 

discuss 

derivatives 

(Continued from page 8) 

from dealing with them and'a 
strongly regulated sector, 
with a history marred by 
bank failures and large inde- 
btness. 

“I think regulation will be 
curbing the use and volume 
of derivatives ... banks are 
more risk averse, and past 
bank failures in part raise 
fears,” said Charters Fargo, 
trader at the Bahrain-based 
Gulf Internationa] Bank. 

Islam, the region’s pre- 
dominant religion which bans 
any form of Interest, is also a 
potential constraint on de- 
rivatives growth, especially in 
conservative Saudi Anna* 
bankers said. 

They cite a recent Islamic 
law court ruling in the United 
Arab Emirates against de- 
rivatives trading, and a num- 
ber of countries that have 
fleer foreign exchange rules 
Kke Oman but strictly control 
its use. 

“Derivatives are instru- 
ments that are especially 
based on interest and Islamic 
banks do not deal with any 
kind of interest,” said Dar- 
wish Mahmoud, controller in 
the foreign investments de- 
partment of Jordan Islamic 
Bank. 

Bankers said while cash 
surplus Gulf banks were 
more advanced in the use of 
derivatives than other institu-- 
lions in the region, aided 
partly by a strong foreign 
bank-presence, trading posed - 
higher risks at present in the 
Arab World. 

“The danger is that deriva- 
tives operations are long term 
and due to fluctuation of 
interest rates it poses much 
higher risk than spot dealings 
and straight money market 
transactions,” said Rafik 
Armourri, president of the 
Forex Club in Lebanon. 

Few bankers were able to 
put a figure on the volume of 
derivatives trading in the re- 
gion, or its share of the tril- 
lion dollar global market in 
the new financial instru- 
ments. 


A.MMAN PXNAMCXAX. HAKKET 
HOUSING MMt CKttTKX JUUUUf - SHKFJHAHT 
TELEPHONE I <07171 / 607x7* 

ONANXIED NUUr TRADING ACTIVITY FOR THE PERIOD <23/09/1**5 - 27/09/1**5) 

■CULT REPORT 


COMPANY ' B MANX 

TRADING 

PftIV. 

OPENING CLOSING 


VOLUME 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

PRICE 


JD 

PRICE 



ARAB BANK He 

1.23S.»0 

22S.5Q0 

22*. 900 

20.500 

JtMUkM NATIONAL BANK 

M.»5 

4.410 

4.4*0 

4.530 

BANK OF JORDAN 

14, 369 

3.470 

3.430 

3.400 

M199LI RANT INVXSTMtNT RANK. 

04 « 639 

1.200 

1.200 

1.750 

1NDUBTNLAT. DentUVOnT BANK 

30.500 

2.430 

7.490 

2 .400 

Tire HOUSING RANK 

3DI, >12 

9.500 

A. 500 

5.300 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

XI, 60S 

2.740 

2.74* 

7.770 

JORDAN atiLr RANK 

1,494, 14V 

1.030 

1.020 

1.150 

ARAN JORDAN IMVKSTKZMT RANK 

19.334 

3.790 

3.750 

3.760 

JORDAN ISLAMIC HANK 

45,327 

3.730 

3. 730 

3.750, 

UNION RANK TOR SAV1MC A INVUmUNT 

10.0*3 

1.950 

3.950 

2. *00 

MlRlNUfi BANK 

21,103 

3.6^0 

3.690 

3.440 

JORDAN IKVISTMIBT 4 FINANCE RANK 

•34, Ml 

3. <30 

3.030 

3.700 

BVIT BLMAX. MVIWUIHV1BTMINT TOR N0CBIBR 

4,096 

3.360 

3.360 

3.370 

AMMAN NARK TOR imsiKBR 

297,999 

0.920 

0.920 

0.950 

ARAB HANKINS CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

3. 399. 

9.300* 

' 5.J00 

5.240' 

PHTLADKLRNIA INVNBTNBKT RANK. 

124,143 

1.550" 

, 1.550 

1.57d| 

mil RRCTOR 


44*9939 



JORDAN INStNtAMCB 

49,132 

3.300 

3.300 

3.300 

JVUm ALUM INSURANCE 

•2,000 

4.100 

4.100 

4.100 

JORDAN TRENCH INSURANCE 

32,603 

2. 700 

2.700 

2.700 

Y ARMOUR IKStHtAMCR 4 REINSURANCE 

1.220 

3.090 

3.050 

3.050 

MOM LAND INSURANCE 

2,464 

7.660 

7.460 

2.400 

ARAB LIFB 4 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

4S4 

2.450 

7.4SO 

3-420 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


16*367 



JORDAN IAN ELECTRIC KNrSH 

297,117 

1.640 

1.640 

1.670 

IRE ID DISTRICT ELECTRIC ITT 

710 

1.140 

1.140 

1.210 

JORDAN HIRSH NIKBRAL 

250 

2.500 

7.500 

2.50(1 

VENXCXM OWN ERE FEDERATION 

519,351 

7.050 

7. 050 

7.050 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

SO, 293 

5.600 

S.400 

6.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING Z.XRKK 

1,48.1 

2.710 

3.7VQ 

2.700 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

99,S77 

2.020 

2.010 

2.070 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

101,424 

1.0*0 

1.0S0 

1.100 

JORDAN' INTERNATIONAL TRAD I NO CENTER 

14,053 

1.200 

1.200 

1.200 

•IORDAN FNHBS FOUNDATION / JUJU* I 

0,240 

9. *511 

9. *50 

9.760 

jfogujum mans t ruhlikninc: /ap-dubxuoh 

46,690 

7.600 

7.600 

7.500 

UNITED MIDDLE BAST 4 OMMODORN MOTELS 

163,912 

2.300 

1.306 

2.400 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 4 EDUCATION 

127,212 

3.130 

1.110 

1.120 

SARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

*• • 31* 

1.940 

1.340 

1.330 

UNION LAND DEVBIOPMBNT COUP- 

232,280 

1.170 

1.170 

1.100 

SERVICES SECTOR 


1750951 

ssaasar ■ 



JORDAN CBkAMlC IHnUKTBTPS 

20,013 

5.970 

5.970 

5.990 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

7,744 

2.500 

2 .5uO 

2.500 

JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

3,550 

3.950 

1.950 

3.100 

THE PUBLIC HIKING 

1,927 

3.006 

3.000 

2,990 

St* 1 NR lira 6 WEAVING 

624 

1.650 

i.«so 

1.020 

NAP 1A XNUUJ.ni! EG 

' 4,560 

2.300 

2.300 

2.2*0 

MR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT L XKVSStiuarr 

39.106 

> .400 

■f .*ou 

7.400 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

!B, I 14 

4.370 

5.370 

5.300 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

369,494 

0.650 

0.650 

0.660 

GBMHRAL INVESTMENT 

10.470 

2.600 

2.600 

7.500 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

107, 304 

t.iia 

1 .4 30 

l.«>0 

NATIONAL STEEL IMDUHttY 

666 

2.300 

2.300 

2.250 

RATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

75,743 

1 .070 

1.070 

1.090 

INTERMEDIATE PEntO-CHSHXCAL INDUSTRIES 

6,337 

1.440 

1.040 

1.B00 

JORDAN ROCXNOGL INDUSTRIES 

11,07* 

1.110 

X. 110 

1.100 

universal chemical ihdustdixs 

6,719 

3.350 

3.350 

3.3/0 

RATIONAL CABLE 6 Niki: KJUIUPACTUNXKQ 

1,770 

4.300 

4 - .IUO 

4.300 

JORDAN SULVHO-CKRMXCALS 

16,541 

V. 400 

1.400 

1.450 

ARAB CENTER JVK PHARM. 6 CHftHICAl.S 

3.471 

1 . 130 

7.110 

3. J JO 

KAWTNEK INVESTMENT 

2, Oil 

1.720 

1.720 

1.470 

DHTVKRSAJ, MODERN INDUSTRIES 

43,769 

3.170 

3.170 

3.190 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

71,179 

2.000 

2.000 

2.990- 

JOE DAK NEW CABLE COMPANY 

29,444 

1.670 

1.670 

1.640 

INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO 4 CIGARETTES 

231,212 

1 .400 

L .400 

1.410 

WHOM CHEMICAL I VEGAT ZABLE OIL INDUCTRI 

447,1*9 

2.070 

2.020 

2,020 


INDUSTRIAL 


a a c t o a 


GRAND TOTAL 


i7n»u 


PARALLEL 


MAMET TRADING ACTIVITY TOR INK PERIOD |23/0»/l»»5 - 27/09/19*5) 
winoci.Y REPORT , 


COMPANY'S NAUR 


TUAQIM a 

VOLUME 


nt*V. OPENING CLOSING 

closing' price PRICN 


JORDAN TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 

4 

513 

31.760 

■21.760 

19 

500 

ATTAMQKEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

7 

406 

1.230 

1.270 

1 

200 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

97 

675 

3.610 

7.640 

3 

620 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

25 

345 

7.010 

3.010 

3 

ODO 

THE ARAB POTASH 

15 

27 7 

4.910 

4.910 

4 

930 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RETINARY 

72 

360 

9.470 

9.470 

9 

430 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

6 

*67 

1.400 

1.400 

1 

600 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 JumiCULTUXAl. 

17 

370 

3*200 

3.200 

3 

/* D 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

19 

740 

7.350 

7.350 


400 

ARAB FNAMUICiarTICAT, MANUFACTURING 

97 

139 

4.990 

4.9*0 


930 


• 


JD 

PRICE 



CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING 6 STORAGE 


4,394 

0.770 

0.770 

0.790 

JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 


121,275 

0,780 

0.790 

0.7*0 

UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANISING LAND THAWS . 


41,101 

2 .230 

2.230 

2. IDO 

ARAB FIN 1NV.CO 


130,407 

J.070 

1.070 

1.110 

UNION 'INVESTMENT COfiP. 50X 


»*fV»X 

a. 940 

0.940 

0.940 

ARAB ro 00 6 MEDICAL APPLIANCES - 


9,090 

0.930 

0.430 

0*910 

ARAB INVESTMENT * XHEMIATZONAL TRADE 


2,930 

0.720 

0.720 

0.750 

JORDAN, INDUSTRIES « HAXCH/JIMCO 


14,171 

0.540 

0.540 

O.SM 

NATIONAL CHLORINE XMDUSXRXBI1 CO. LTD 


14.452 

1.730 

1.730 

1.730 

NATIONAL TEXTILE 6 PLASTICS IMP. CO 


135,159 

1.050 

1.050 

1.090 

RAYXAK DIES 6 KOLOS 


3,295 

0.900 

0.900 

0.970 

CL-tNT READY WEAR NAHU FACTORING CO. 


36,279 

2.160 

2.160 

2.700 

Wfl VERBAL METALS 


1,453 

1 .330 

1*350 

* 1.2*0 

KID PHARMA 


7,4*2 

0.940 

o.*«o 

O.SBO 

JORDAN STEEL 


278,311 

0.9*0 

U.V0O 

X .060 

ARAB ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES 


5.202 

0.900 

0.000 

0.010 

RWION TOBACCO 


34,145 

1.620 

• 1.420 

1.620 

RAXX PHARMACEUTICALS 


7,454 

O.B5D 

0.H50 

0.970 

INDUSTRIES BHGJimillM 


15,450 

0.790 

0.7BO 

0.790 

INDUSTRIAL CERAMIC 


14,929 

1.190 

1.200 

1.100 

PEARL SANITARY PAPER CONVERTING 


30,095 

0.900 

0.900 

0.90* 

NATIONAL POULTRY 50* 


24,627 

o.iid 

o.aao 

0.9*0 

Grand total 



1096556 




Financial A 

M . . L - In c.-op4ratlo»i «vieh 

Cairo Amman Bank ^ 

Gnrtnri HmUk mi Jhmlan LduaJ. Rae* BuDmIb 

Opt» Wf/ms 


Currency 

nd 

Offer 



U-S- Dollar 

0. 7100 

0.7120 



Starflne round 

LJJU 

1.1730 



Dnlidu MuV 

9.4911 

0.5000 



S**bi Frinc 

O.ilSS 

0.6U7 



French Franc 

0.1447 

0.1454 



Jipnese Yea* 

o.iott 

0.7117 



DatcA GsHder 

6.4441 

0.4470 



Swedish Rraai 





IdfiM Uf»* 

0. 0443 

0.0445 



Bdilii Franc 





' fW MS 




Otfwr CarrMMSrai 

DMa: (1/9/(995 


Cmwq 

Bid 

Offer 



Oahratad IMmur 

* 1.1676 

7.1100 



Lebanese Lira* 

0.043130 

' 0,044500 



Saadi Mynl 

0.1190 

0.1900 



KuwaM DW 

S.3050 

2.MS0 



Qatari Klnl 

0.1931 

0.1950 



Efypflan Poand 

0.7000 

0.2710 



Oamrf RlyN 

1. 1*4* 

—LM10 - 



UAE VMmm 

0.1927 

0.1936 



Greek Dradhme* 

0.7715 

0.3775 


1 

n 

LONDON EXCHANGE 

RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Friday. 



One U.S. dollar 1.3480/90 

Canadian dollar 


1.4164/74 

Deutschemarks 


1J860/70 

Dutch guilders 


1.1390/00 

Swiss francs 


29.14/18 

Belgian francs 


4.8929/79 

French francs 


1609.8/1.3 

Italian lire 


98.15/25 

Japanese yen- 


6.9050/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.2420/70 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5090/40 

Danish crowns 

One sterling $1.5818/28 


One ounce of gold . $383.90/384.40 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

In Urn Uthaina, 3 
;bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andt 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished fori 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tat 810605, 810609, 810520 


^ A SECURE, 

Hotel 

S we I fly eh 



t.O.TELl 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
^ »j«-a ■* a»un AaaVI 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
TeL 693399 


fANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR jRLEiVX 


Deluxe Villas 
8lAppartments 
in Amman 


Td. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


NOUQOZ 


- European Steaks & Chicken 

* Middle Eastern GUIs ! 

’ Pizza ASraeto 

■ Hamburger# 

■ Mazza, Salads 

* Argeta 

Tel: 642830 

Jaba! Amman, 3id Orate 



AVIS 

RENTACAR 



King Abdullah Gardens 

C TeL 699420 - 
816499 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 
£and Unfurnished tr| 
^Villas apartments 
land office Space ]| 

cn ta 

oTo Suit -all Budgets o| 

681113 688816 

For Rent ■ For Rent 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Cooking. 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuneft 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 
030 - 1130 pjn. 




Ctc 

Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedroom* 
Reasonable Rates For 

Short or Long Stay 


5 th Circle - 692672 


I YES U CANI 
TURINO ! ! 

Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Seif & Nawfal 



Res lam tint 

freed Cuisine 
Spec till Businessmen 
funcA. daily . 
h CamfCe dinner + 
live music nujfitfy . 
Piano Bar . 

Special arrangements jbr 
jour speciaf occasions 
!* Air conditioned' 


Sbmewti, Near Babiih 680093 
680094 ■ Fax : 678444 


c - 
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Salem wins event 
at horse show 


* By Rana Hcssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amer Salem 
of Jordan won the first 
place in the marathon event 
dosing die five-day of die 
Sixth international Arabian 
horse at home show held at 
■the Royal Stables. 

Salem crossed the 43- 
kflometre race on M Ghazal” 
in 1 minute 34 seconds. 
Mohammad Ali Abu Skout 
came in second on “Golden 
Decmus” docking in 1:3$. 
Ayman Benzo of Jordan 
won third place on “Slash-' 
■be" in 1:41. 

The marathon competi- 
tion started from Amra 
Castle and ended, at the 
University farm. Only 21 of 
the 32 Jordanian horses 
which participated finished 
the race. 

Abu Skout won the best 
jockey prize while Maz$n 
Saleh, owner of “Hat- 
mam" collected JD 1-500 
for “the best horse." 

Earths on Thursday, in 
the hnlor non-registerad 
Arajjpan horses competi- 
tion, Jordanian horses 
‘Bushrar . and Tarek’ won 
first and* second places re4 
specdvely. 

■ In the senior jion-i 
festered Arabian horse,/- 
“Samarqand’ owned by 
Iyad Shalan clinched first 
place while “Mahboubeh 
Katrina" came in second. 

Qatari horses, “Kama- 
sia,” “Imperial Glafita” 
and “Alia" collected the 
first three places in the 
junior females competition. 


The senior female competi- 
tion was won by . “wisa- 
mah,” “Marbefla” and 
“Imperial Amfania.” 

TTk junior males com- 
petition was also dominated 
.by Qatari horses. “Ryan,” 
[“Bin Shahid" and “Shahin" 
collected the first three 
postions. 

Jordanian and Qatari 
horses split positions in the 
senior males competition. 
Qatari “Kamal Batal" came 
in first place followed by 
Jordanian “Skidsly” ana 
“Stam.” 

“Wasamah” and “Mar- 
bella” won the supreme 
female championship, while 
Jordanian horses “Kamal 
Batal” and “Skidsly” 
shined aga in in the s up reme 
male competition. 

Thursday and Friday’s 
events were attended by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Princess Alia and Zein, and 
other Royal family mem- 
bers, Qatari Ambassador to 
Jordan, Shuafi A1 Kawari, 
president of Arab and 
Qatari Equestriaji- 
Federation. 

• The five-day event was 
organised by the Jordanian 1 
.Arabian Horse Society 
which is headed by Princess; 
Alia. ‘ 

One of the main awns o£ 
the Arabian horse show isj 
to enable horsebreeders to 
qualify their Arabian hones 
to take part in international 
competition.” 

Moreover, the show aims 
at exposing Arab culture 
and demonstrating the en- 
durance of Arabian horses. 


turn was won by . 1 
mah,” “Marbefla* 



Jones on Saturday, Lewis will 
fight Frank Rhodes of Qn-j 
cinnati for the vacant USBA 
super middleweight cham- 
pionship and Gainer will de- 
jfend his title against Roberto 
^Villareal of Mexico.^ _ 


. FIFA welcomes 
agents’ association 


South Korea sweep j udo golds 

BA, Japan (AFP) — da, followed Cho with a vie- no excuse ih* JBlttEk 


Geneva (R) i — 1 The;*wly- 
formed International . Asso- 
ciation' of Football Agents' 
was wdoomed oo Friday by 
world gov- 
erning body. 

FIFA Deputy General 
Secretary Michel Zen Rnf- 
finen told Reuters: “We wel- 
come the founding of this 
new international associa- 
tion. The present situation* 
most be changed. 

“It is like a jungle. The 
renegades must be weeded 
out. There are too many 
litigations pending at the mo- 
ment involving players* 


Belgian Lawyer Dirk De- 
graen told r e p orter s one of 
the mam ri— i for forming 
the amociatiofl was a new 
FIFA regulation forbidding 
agents to take any payment 
from dubs when they effect a 
tra nsfer. . 

“This is unfair especially if 
a club asks an agent to look 
for a certain type of player,” 
D egrae n said... 

“We would like the term 
football agents to be used 
instead of players* agents." 

The association’s first main 
meeting is set for Brussels on 
November 6. 



Canadian cyclist Curt Harnett celebrates after hb world 
record, breaking the 10-second barrier with a time of 9.865, 
was flashed on the 'scoreboard (R ente r s photo) 

Harnett breaks 
200-m world record 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— Curt Harnett of Canada 
broke the world record in a 
qualifying race for the 200- 
metre time trial Thursday at 
the World Cypting Cham- 
pionships, the Second world 
record- to- falLat- the event 
'Harnett finished in 9.865. 
seconds, one of three riders 
to break the 10-second bar? 
net. In all, seven riders shat- 
tered the Russian cydist Vla- 
dimir AdamachvfflTs record 
of 10.099 seconds set in 1990. 

“What we’ve done is fan- 
tastic,” said Harnett after tb£ 
race at Bogota’s Luis Carlos 
Galan Velodrome. ‘This is a 


'World champion Garry Kasparov of Russia panders TBs 
next move during his match against challenge Vbwaaathan 
Anand of India in the eleventh game of the bast rf If game 
Professional Chess Asso c ia t ion World C T i n i uplum hlp match 
at the Work) Trade Centre to New York. Kasparov won the 
■ game after 31 moves (Renters photo) . . 


Jones to take on 
Whitaker in basketball 

PENSACOLA, Florida (AP) heavyweight champion^ re- 
— Roy Jones Jr. and PemeD cently came back after com- 
Whi taker has each been de- 1 pie ting a prison term in Indi- 
scribed as the world’s best ana for rape. Toney trashed 
nound-for-pound boxer. bis house and threatened to 
On Dec. 9 at the Pensacola shoot his manager over losing 
Civic Centre, they will take Us title to Jones last year. ' 
each other on — in basket- Whitaker, the WBC wel- 
ball, not boxing. - terweight champion, and 

The basketball game is Jones are avid amateur bas-, 
sponsored by Home Box ketball players. Each will re-' 
Office and the Pensacola emit a team from bis home- 
News journal. It is the first of town: Jones from Pensacola 
a series of goodwill and char- and Whitaker from Norfolk, 
ity events to be known as Virginia. 

“reaching beyond the ring.-’ A 9-kilogramme weight 
The , announcement came difference prevents Whi tak- 
as a prehide to Jones’ Inter- er, 66 kilogrammes and 
national Boxing Federation Jones, 76 kilogramme, from 
(IBF) tide defence Saturday using their fists to settle the 
at the civic centre against argument of who is the bet- 
Tony Thornton. ter boxer. 

. Jones, the IBF super mid- Jones's team will feat ure 
dleweight champion, said be other Pensacola boxen, in- 
hopes die basketball game eluding IBF ermserweight 
will improve boxing’s image. champion A1 Cede, National 
“It’s very important that Amateur Baring Federation 
we try to reach out and help (NABF) featherweight cham- 
tts many people as we can pion Derric ‘‘smoke" Gainer 
while at the same time we can and Billy “the kid" Lewis, i 
show that boxers are not such On the same card with! 
.bad pe ople," Jones said 
“People always think ev- 
ery body’s like Mike Tyson ... 
pi everybody's tike James 
Toney. Everybody isn’t that 

Jway." 

\ Tyson-, the former 



Russia’s Svetlana Samokhavalova holds her arms op after 
she won the women’s points race at the World Cycfing 
Championships Italy’s Nada CristofoB took the stiver medal 
and France’s Nathalie Landes won the bronze (Renters 
, photo) 


CHIBA, Japan (AFP) — 
Chun EJ-Yonng,' Cho Mln- 
Sun and Chung Sung-Sook 
clinched three gold medals in 
& row for South Korea, put- 
ting their country on top of 
the table at the World Judo 
Championships on Friday. 

japan had to wait till the 
last event of foe day for their 
first gold when Toshihiko 
Koga, Barcelona Olympic 
71kg champion, won tins 78kg 


“The secret of our success 
is nothing but the fact that we 
practised hard. I trained hard 
and my hard work has paid 
off," said 23-year-old Cho, 
who was promised an annuity 
for retaining foe women’s 
middleweight tide. * 

Cho used an inner thigh 
skipping throw to send Bar-: 
celona Olympic sold medal-*, 
list Jimenez Odatis Reve onto 
the mat one minute 39 
seconds into foe 66kg final, 
earning South Korea’s first 
gold here. 

Chun, die winner of foe 
78kg class at foe 1993 cham- 
pionships in Hamilton, Cana-. 


da, followed Cho with a vic- 
tory in the men’s mid- 
dleweight category. j 

The 22-year-old student 
swift-footea for major outer 
leaping to crash Hidchiko. 
Yoshida, die host country’s 
best hope in the men’s event,' 
repeating his Hamilton per- 
formance against the Barce- 
lona Olympic 78kg cham- 
pion. 

In Hamilton, I was young 
and I never felt pressure, 
because it was my first 
appearance in the world 
championships. This time, 
my opponent in the final was* 
foe same. I just tried to do 
my best to beat him,” said 
Chun. , 

“It was not my tactics to 
use o-soto-gari (major outer 
reaping) against him today, 
but it just occurred in my 
mind to try that technique 
when I watched him playing 
in video tape," he added. 

Meanwhile, Yoshida said: 
“Although I was beaten, Fm 
not feeling so bad, because 
be beat me by a decisive 
ippon, not a decision,. I have 


no excuse that I was not in 
good condition coming into 
the championships.” 

Sooth Korea, who won 
only two gold through Chun 
and Cho two years ago, 
added one more when Chung 
Snng-Sook crashed Euro- 
pean champion Jenny Gal of 
foe Netherlands to win foe 
women’s 61kg category. 

The Korean attacked 
aggressively throughout the 

four-minute battle, gaining ' a 
yuko and going on to. win the 
light middleweight title. 

In the men’s light mid- 
dlweight final, Koga made no 
mistakes displaying his one 
arm shoulder throwing to put 
Oxen Smadga of Israel down! 
2:48 into foe bout 




'“Physically, my opponeq$ 
are taller and their arms are ! 
longer than those I played 
against in the 71kg class. It 
was difficult to cope with, but ' 
it’s good experience for me 
aiming at next year (Atlanta 
Olympics)," said Koga. 

France took two bronze 
medals through Catherine 
Flcury and Djamel Bourns, 
while Poland, Canada, Rus- 
sia, Belgium, the United 
States ana Austria took home, 
foe remaining six bronze. 

On Thursday, David 
Dooiilet of France, Angcti- 
que Seriese of the Nether- 
lands, Diadenis Luna of 
Cuba and Pawel Nastula of 
Poland clinched the first four 
tides. 


i m 
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Angefiqne Seriese of foe Netherlands shows off her mU 
medal after winning the over 72kg final at the Waridjwh 
Ch am pions hi ps in ChBw (Renters photo) 


France’s David boiifllet punches the air as he takes tEfgoM, 
medal in the over-95 kfiogramme category of the World' 
Judo Humpiniffhlpi hi Chiba (Renters photo) 


Cantona punishment has not hurt his appeal 


r ec or d for the 21st century.” 

Twenty-four riders qual- 
ified for the finals in the 
event, scheduled for Satur- 
day. . _ 

On Tuesday, Australian 
"Sfrafae KeQy brokethe 'record 
Hfor-^thc -fastest kflonfetre,; 
nearly becoming the first man' 
to break the 1 m inute barrier 
with a time of 1 mi n u te 0.613' 
seconds. 

The c hamp ions h ips began 
Tuesday at the Vejod ro mCx : 
On Oct 4 they move outside 
Bogota, the capital, to Col- 
ombia’s eastern Cordillera 
(Mountain range for road 
races. 


LONDON (AP)— Eric Can- 
tona has served his punish- 
ment, but that hasn't hurt the 
commercial appeal of Man- 
chester United’s reckless- 
French soccer genius. 

About 200 billboards put 
up by an American sports 
shoe manufacturer are 
appearing across. Britain re- 
ifamdng foatfTGafftbra 
makes his retn'&.£&is 
weekend after completing an 
eight-month ban for his in- 
famous kung-fu-style kick on 
a spectator. 

“He’s paid for his mis- 
takes,” the posters read. 
,“Now it’s somebody rise’s 
torn." 

■ The slogan is also adorning 
T-shirts on sale this week. 

“We don’t condone what 
he did, bat it’s been quite 
[good for us and caused lots of 
.attention,” said Graham 
Childs, spokesman for Nike. 
UK, which has Cantona 
under contract. 

“I don’t think it’s hurt 
Nike," Childs added. “1 
‘don’t think he (Cantona) is 
jseen as an evil figure... He 
obviously caused a great pub- 
lic relations stir and we’re 
;glad to be on foe back of 
that." 

Cantona’s return couldn’t 
have been more perfectly 
orchestrated. He win start on 
Sunday at Old Trafford 
against archrivals Liverpool 
-at a time when Manchester 
United isn’t scoring many 


most famous dub was elimin- 
ated from the first round of 
foe UEFA cup by Russian 
side Rotor Volgograd. 

Cantona was branded a 
“madman” and “thug" when 
he hurled himself into the 
"stands on Jan. 25 and kicked 
and punched a Crystal Palace 
fan who had been taunting 


“He will definitely play/ 
right from foe start,” said 
Manager Alex Ferguson. “I 
-could have put him in the. 
reserves for four or five 
games... but there would be’a 
cry from • die fens because 
they want to see him and 
there would be more media 
men at the game than suppor- 
ters.” 

Ferguson said he’s con- 
vinced Cantona has learned 
his lesson and Cantona, in a 
BBC Radio interview to be 
broadcast Saturday, says he’s 
ready for a new start...' , 

"What I have to do now is 
find a solution,” he said. 
“That’s what I think I have 
found now. Nobody knows 
about it and I can’t explamin 
People will have to., notice it. 
themselves. “I play with pas-' 
sion and fire. I have to accept 
this fire sometimes does 
harm. I know it does harm... 

I don’t have to justify myself. 
T have no regrets.” 

Cantona’s absence was felt 
Tuesday when England’s 


time in 15 months. 

The incident was im- 
mediately termed “the 10 
seconds that shook the En- 
glish football world." But it 
only added to a career full of. 
bizarre incidents. In France, 
he once punched the goalie 
on his own team. 

Hie English Football Asso- 
ciation and FIFA suspended 
Cantona until Oct. 1 for 
bringing the game into dis- 
repute. 

In addition, a judge initial- 
ly sentenced Cantona to two 
weeks m jail for assault. The 
sentence was reduced on 
appeal to 120 boms of com- 
munity service. 

France stripped Cantona of 
the national team captaincy. 
Even English soccer obser- 
vers — accustomed to hooli- 
gans and crowd violence — 
suggested this was too modi 
and predicted his career was 
over. 

Far from hurting him, the 
notoriety seems to have 
helped. He has been highly 
visible during the ban, 
appearing in television com- 
mercials and print ads. 

Earlier this month in Paris, 
Cantona joined soccer’s 
other bad boy — Diego 
Maradona — to announce 
the formation of a soccer 
players’ union. 

. In April, be rejected a 
transfer to Inter Milan and 
signed a new three-year con- 
tract with Manchester Un- 
ited, reported to be far-better 
than this last. 

In August — unhappy with 
tiie terms of his suspension — 
he bolted home to France, 
threatening to break the con- 
tract. Ferguson — who says 
he’s foe best player he’s ever 
had — rushed to Paris and 
convinced him to stay. 

Cantona, who won the 
league title with Leeds in 
-1992, led United to back-to- 
back championships in 1993 
and *94. 

Without him for most of 
'last season, Manchester Un- 
ited finished second in the 
Premier League and lost in 



foe Fa Cdjjrimal. 

“I think he (Cantona) is 
among the best five players 
ever in foe work) and to have 
him back is an extra bonus 
that will add to foe confi- 
dence of the younger play- 
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Th* ebb and flow of battle over 
the green baize can be a fewanating 
contact of wife. Thia deal is from the 
Spingold Kn o ck out Team Champi- 
onship at the recent North 

American Champiouahipa held in 
San Diego. 

' After a competitive auction 
South, Michael Seaman, of m 
Bet *h* amvw] at a contract of four 
■dpadae. ft ie debatable whether he 


without the help of the foor-heart 
hid by East. Cert ainly, w ith a 
known mne-card Gt in Bpadea, 
defending against four hearts was 
unattractive dfcspite the fact that 
the king rated to be worth a full 
trick on defense; Offsetting that 
ware dub values which rated to be 

waaied. . 

West, Chris Larsen of Coeta 
Mesa, Ca-, led the seven of hearts. 
Beet rose with the ace and shifted 
to the deuce of dobe — obviously a 
rinrieton. West played the bar at 
clubs, a suit preference signal to 
show an entry in the lower ranking 
ride-euit, in una case, diamonds. 

Declarer saw a possible war to 
avoid the looming dub ruff, which 
would be the setting trick. After 
winning the club in hand, declarer 
cashed the king of hearts and, when 
ever yon e jpUowed, continued with a 
‘heart, intending to sever the 
defenders* -caMouni cations by dis- 
carding the table's diamond u East 
won toe trick. Unfortunately, 
Larsen alertly raffed. Declarer, 
overruffed in dummy and led a- 
trump. East zhot up with tbs ace, 
underled the diamond ace and 
received a club ruff in return to 
sink the contract. 
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Liam Neeson 

& Jessica Lan^e Mahmoud Yassin / h ossein Fahmi 

1x1 NUTSHELL 

Rob Roy * I Sows at: 12aoJa§^&00, 830, 1030 ‘ 

Shows: 1230, 330 , 6:15, 630, 10-45 


Adel Imam & Yusra- 
Birds of the Darkness . 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD "2” 

Police Academy 

"Mission to Mo&gomA ’ 
. Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 


MUSA HIJAZIN '« 
“Sumaa” ! . 
IN ; 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
i written & directed by 
[Mohammed Shawaqfeh • 


R^shmi'lheatre 

675571 

again presents 

“ Kubariyyeh " 

in a new forem - 
as of Oct 5, 
1995 


N&bfl & HisH a 

AHLAN THEAfa 

' p re s ents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’)j 
Welcome J 
Normalisation^! 

Shows start at 8:30 {xm/.- 
F*or reservation please ca * 
tel. 625155 Amman 
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ere,” said United goalie Peter 
Schmeichel. 

Sunday’s match is expected 
to be a sell-out at Old Traf- 
ford, whose seating bas been 
reduced to 30,000 this season 
because of renovations. ■ - 
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British Formula One driver Damon Hill wipes his 
helmet daring a practice session of the European 
Grand Prix in Nnerbnrg (Reuters photo) 



rbM placed German Formula One driver Michael Schu- 
macher checks his times on a screen during a pit stop at a 
practice session of the European Grand Prix in Nuerbtrrg 
(Renters photo) 


Maradona impresses 
South Koreans 


SEOUL (AFP) — Diego 
Maradona ends a 11- month 
dope ban in a match against . 
South Korea here on Satur- 
day — and the aging star is 
already making a good im- 
pression. 

The local media, which has 
criticised the Argentine for 
his arrogance and erratic be- 
haviour, is' now full of praise 
forhis dedication to football. 

} “Despite all his arrogance 
and controversial behaviour, 
one thing about him is more 
than admirable, his sincere 
attitude in training,” said . 
Sports Seoul. 

The daily noted during his, 
week-long stay here, Mara- 
dona had not missed a angle 
training session — despite 
breaking promises of public 
appearances and leaving 
fans, including children, in 
the lurch. 

Boca Juniors team leader, 
Silvio Maizolini, said he 
would allow Maradona to 
play the full 90 minutes. 

“Maradona is now in good 
shape. The comeback match 
will be a good game to go into 
the memory of football fans," 
he said. 

“South Koreans are good 
at speed and power, but our 
team has an advantage in 


i £ 5 


skill,” he said. 

Maradona, 35, heavier and 
slower, will turn out for his 
old dub in his first match 
since playing against Nigeria 
in the 1994 World Cup in the 
United States, where he was 
expelled for using the stimu- 
lant ephedrine. 

It was Mar dona’s second 
drug ban after a 15-month 
ban for cocaine use while 
laying in the Italian League 
Napoli: 

He signed a two-year con- 
tract. worth $8 million, for 
Boca Juniors in June after a 
deal to play for Pete’s former 
dub, Santos, fell through. 

Maradona will join forces 
with his old-time partner and 
star striker, Claudio Caniggia 
in the match, to be televised 
live across South Korea. 

Caniggia, 28, on loan for a 
year from Portugal’s Benfica, 
was Maradona's partner in 
the 1990 Italian World Cup 
and the 1994 event 

Local football experts say 
speedy Caniggia could turn 
out to be more of a threat 
than Maradona for South 
Korea, whose offence will be 
led by star striker Kob Jung- 
Woon, picked as a world star 
in the 1994 World Cup. 




i • : .. - - - 

Argenttoa superstar Diego Maradona chases the ball during 
first practise with his team, the Boca Juniors in Seoul 
(Renters photo) 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms with telephone, living room, guest 
r 9°m, kitchen, long terraces overlooking nice 
views. Location: Opposite King Abdullah) 
Gardens, AIRabiah. 

Please call 698053 for details. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1st floor, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living room, 
1^9© Quest room and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, close to Forte Grand &| 
|Marriott Hotels. 

For details please call 651970 day time, 
661266 day & night time. 


In UEFA Cup, big guns given easy draw 


GENEVA, Switzerland 
(AFP) — UEFA Cup 
favourites AC Milan, Barce- 
lona and Bayern Munich look 
set for an easy second round 
after drawing competition 
minnows here on Friday. 

The Italian giants play 
French Inteztoto Cup quali- 
fiers Strasbourg, who came 
through against Hungarians 
Ujpest, 5-0. 

But Strasbourg's French 
international central defen- 
der Franck Laboeuf was un- 
deterred: “It's great. They 
are exactly the kind of team 
we need to play if we are to 
have any ambition,” he said. 

Barcelona, 1994 European 
Cup finalists, appear to nave 
shaken off the departures of 
1994 World Cup finals star 


strikers Brazilian Romario 
and Bulgarian Stoichkov. 

Their Bosnian striker 
Mebo Kodro has scored three 
goals in four league games 
and alongside Portuguese 
star Luis Figo will prove a 
handful for Figo’s country- 
men of Vitoria Guimares, 
who qualified 3-1 against Bel- 
gians Standard Liege. 

Bayern Munich, who have, 
not dropped a point in the 
domestic league this season, 
play Scots side Raith Rovers', 
who scraped through 3-2 
against Akranes of Iceland. 

. The British clubs face a 
mixed bag in the UEFA cup. 

Leeds United are set for an, 
uphill straggle against former 
European champions Dutch 
side PSV Eindhoven, cur- 


rently second in the domestic 
league, who crushed Fin- 
land’s Mypa-47 8-2 in the first 
round. 

Twice former European 
Cup winners Nottingham 
Forest play French dub Au- 
xerre. third in the domestic 
league and Liverpool play 
Bondby of Denmark. 

Another Franco-Italian 
pitches last season’s league 
runners-up Lyon against 
Lazio. 

In the Cup Winners’ Cup, 
Scottish Premier Division 
leaders Glasgow Celtic, easy 
winners in their first round tie 
against Georgians Dinamo 
Batumi, face a far stiffer task 
against French league leaders 
Paris Saint Germain. 

The French side, European 


Cup semi-finalists last sea- 
son, may have lost leading 
scorer Panamanian Dely 
Valdes for two months but 
have welcomed back French 
international striker Patrice 
Loko after treatment * for 
psychiatric problems. 

The Scottish side, winners 
of the 1967 European Cup, 
will not be unhappy that they 
go to Paris for the first leg. 

English Cup winners Ever- 
ton, winners of the 1985 com- 
petition, like Leeds United in 
the UEFA Cup, face through 
Dutch opposition in 
Feyenoord. 

The Liverpool dub had 
some worrying moments 
against Icelandic part-timers 
Reykjavik in the first round 
whereas the Dutch club came 


through 13-0 on aggregate. 

Cup Winners’ Cup holders 
Real Zaragoza face Belgian 
dub Brugge at home in the 
first leg. Brugge were knock- 
ed out in the qnarter-finals by 
Chelsea last season while 
Zaragoza then defeated the 
London club in the semi- 
finals. 

The 1993 winners Parma 
face a seemingly easy tie 
against Swedish club Halm- 
stad. The Swedes gained an 
impressive first round win 
against Bulgarians Lokomo- 
tiv. Sofia and Parma's unpre- 
dictable form, their Italian 
Cup loss to lowly Palermo for 
instance, suggests that Halm- 
stad could produce an upset. 

Deportivo La Coruna, 
coached by former Liverpool 


hero and Welsh coach John 
Toshack. have, like Parma, 
risen from the lower leagues 
in recent seasons and chal- 
lenged the status quo of tradi- 
tional trophy winners. 

They must travel for the 
first leg to Turkish side Trab- 

zonspor, six times Turkish 
champions. 

Trabzonspor will have to 
cope with the srriking skills of 
Brazilian World Cup star Be- 
beto, former Barcelona 
Spanish international for- 
ward Aitor Beguiristain and 
Russian Dimitn Radchenko. 

Their narrow 3-2 aggregate 
victory over Lithuanians Zal- 
gjris Vilnius in the first round 
does not suggest that 
Toshack's side will have too 
many problems. 



Dutch Feyenoord Rotterdam striker Regi 
Blinker (centre) fights for tbe ball with Dag 
Lfcpqa midfielders Maxim Kagan (left) and 
Normund Z3e during an early action of the 


second leg Cnp Winners Cnp match 
Feyenoord Rotterdam against Dag Uepqja 
from Latvia in Rotterdam, Sept. 28 (Reuters 
photo) 


Paid Le Gain (centre) of Paris SL-Gennain 
fights for control of the ball against Ronald 
Wenaas (left) and Knot Anders Fostervoid of 


Molde of Norway during early action of their 
Cup Winners Cnp return leg match, Sept 28, 
(Renters photo) 


Fabre mounts powerful Arc challenge to Lammtarra 

raider Double T rigge 
and Goodwood Cup 


PARIS (R) — French master 
trainer Andre Fabre mounts 
a typically powerful challenge 
in Sunday’s Prix de L’Arc de 
Triomphe in an effort to foil- 
all conquering English Derby 
winner Lammtarra. 

Although Fabre's Irish 
Berby winner Winged Love 
had to be withdrawn on 
Thursday due to the de- 
teriorating ground at Long- 
champ, Fabre will saddle 
three of the expected 16 run- 
ners for die one and a half 
mile (2-4 km) Autumn High- 
light. 

Fabre’s assault for the 
$750,000 top prize is be led 
by last year’s winner Carne- 
gie with both Freedom Cry 
and Swain bolding reason- 
able claims. 

Bnt Lammtarra remains a 
solid 3-1 favourite to become 
tbe first horse since Mill Reef 
in 1971 to complete the 
Epson Derby, King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth di- 
amond stakes and Arc treble. 

Despite his inexperience 
and the fact he has never 
raced on soft ground, Lamm- 
tarra continues to head the 
betting with champion jockey 
Frankie Dettori optimistic be 
can capture his first Arc at his 
eighth attempt. 


Carnegie, 4-1 second 
favourite to retain his crown, 
impressed when bolding off 
Balanchine (6-1) by a short 
head in the prix foy trial race 
earlier this month. 

Frenchman Thierry Jarnet, 
who has a remarkable record 
in the race, is on board. 

Jarnet has only had five 
Arc mounts in bis career but 
he has won two of the last 
three runnings with Carnegie 
and Subotica in 1992. He also 
finished fourth in 1993 on 
Intrepidity. 

Fabre, three times an Arc 
winner, speaks highly of 7-1 
chance Swain, well backed in 
London bookmakers’ shops 
this week, while Irish cham- 
pion stakes runner-up Free- 
dom Cry (16-1) has been 
prepared for an autumn cam-, 
paign. 

Big race specialist Michael 
Kinane has the ride on 
Swain, a Deauville winner in 
the summer, while French- 
man Olivier Peslier will be 
aboard Freedom Cry. 

Carnegie and Swain are 
both the property of top own- 
er Sheikh Mohammed of 
Dubai whose godolphin 
empire is represented not 
only by Lammtarra but also 
by third favourite Balan- 


BUILDING FOR RENT OR SALE 

Consists of three storeys, licensed offices. 
Location: Opposite Forte Grand Hotel. 

With garage for 10 to 15 cars. 

For further information, 
please call 667295. 


For Sale Apple Computer systeirt Mac LCII 

Complete configuration for sale: Macintosh LC II ( 8 Mg 
RAM /1 60 Mg Hard disk), Arabic system 7.1, many 
applications, Arabic / English keyboard, apple colour 
monitor 14“, style writer ( 360 dpi inkjet), apple power CD 
player with remote control ( for computer, audio, television 
/ video). All in perfect working order.Complete 
configuration, all inclusive preferable, JD 1,100 
Dr. Robert Miner Tel. 674903 ( home ) 610982 ( Office ) . 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR TENDER 
NO. 50 /95 / 76 

Ministry of Supply - Jordan announce its need to 
charter vessels in order to transport 100,000 
tones of barley from Syria to Jordan. 

Anyone who likes to participate should contact 
the secretary of Tender’s Committee to receive 
a copy of the tender against JD 25 that is non- 
refundable. 

Closing date is on Thursday, October 15, at 
12 o’clock. 

Minister of Supply 


chine, last year's Epsom 
Oaks and Irish Derby win- 
ner. 

Walter Swinburn, who won 
the derby on Lammtarra, 
rides Balanchine, who has 
made a miraculous return to 
the big time following two 
life-threatening bouts of col- 
ic. 

France have another top 
class entry in Carling (8-1), 
winner of the group one Pax 
Vermeille at Longcbamp 
three weeks ago and a dual 
French classic winner. 

Carling was sold last week 
to leading Japanese owner 
Ternya Yoshida and will race 
in hts colours after a deal 
brokered by top French 
bloodstock agent Patrick 
Barbe, whose wife Corine 
trains the filly. 

Pure Grain (12-1), trained 
in England by Michael 
Stoute, is another talented 
filly. 

The two-day meeting starts 
on Saturday when English 


ip winner. 


bids for the group one Prix du 
Cadran en-route to a crack at 


the Melbourne Cup in 
November. 


r 
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City Guide for Amman 

Cost-effective advertising opportunity for 
hotels, restaurants, shops and services 

Arabesque International is publishing a city guide for Amman on 
Oct 25. The pocket-size guide, a product of thorough research in 
beautiful full colour, will include a directory for hotels, restaurants, 
shops, leisure outings, and various services. You can have a slot 
In the directory with a photograph and a 16-word text entry. 

Closing date; Oct. 7 
For further information please contact Mr. AM 
Tel: 647337/680211/644013 

^ 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Sunday and Monday ^ 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Auction for the lease of plots of land for 
tourism development on the Eastern Shore 
of the Dead Sea ( Suweimeh ). 

The Ministry of Water and Irrigation / The Jordan 
Valley Authority announces its intention to auction 
the lease of plots of land for tourism investment 
projects on the Eastern Shore of the Dead Sea i 
Suweimeh . Those who wish to participate in the 
auction are invited to contact the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation / Jordan Valley Authority - The 
Department of Land and Rural Development as of 
September 30, 1995, to obtain a copy of the auction 
terms according to the following: 

-Two plots of land, temporary numbers 1 & 2 basin 
39 ( Farshat Ain Ghazal ). These lie directly on the 
sea shore to the north of the Dead Sea Spa Hotel. 
Area of each plot is about 64 dunums. 

- The plots wifi be suitable for building hotels and/or 
tourist villages of four or five star standard. 

- Last date for obtaining auction terms is fixed on 
Saturday, October 7th, 1995. 

- A site group visit will be arranged for the bidders on 
Monday, October 9th, 1 995. 

- Offers shall be deposited in the bids box located at 
the Jordan Valley Authority / Department of Land 
and Rural Development no later than 2 p.m. on 
Monday October 25, 1995. 

- The Jordan Valley Authority will advertise the 
availability of lease for the plots of land within the 
Suweimeh development area located to the east 
and west of the main road as soon as the studied are 
completed by the Engineering Consultant 
commissioned by the Jordan Valley Authority. 

- All interested investors are invited to submit bids, 
including those who had previously submitted pre 
qualification statements. 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
Eng. Hashim Ashboul 


CHEVEN1NG 


SCHOLARSHIPS 



SCHEME 


British Embassy 
Amman 


The British Embassy's Chevening Scholarships 
Scheme provides funds for post-graduate study 
in the United Kingdom. 

For the academic year 1 996/67 we are looking 
for scholars with a record of excellence, either 
professional or academic, who will use their 
studies in the UK to build their future in 
Jordan. We favour candidates with excellent 
command of English and some relevant work 
experience. The maximum age for a candidate 
is 40. 

Chevening Scholarships are normally awarded 
for Masters degrees, although they can be 
awarded for other courses. Candidates are 
encouraged to apply in humanities subjects and 
in applied sciences. Applications for medicine 
and dentistry will not be considered. 

Scholars will be expected to make some 
contribution towards the cost of their studies. 

Application forms are available from the 
British Embassy or the British Council in 
Amman from Sunday 1 October and the 
closing date for the receipt of completed 
applications is 15 November 1995. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, AMMAN 
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Jordan’s quest for better Arab 
relations aims at safeguarding 
pan-Arab interests - Rawabdeh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education Abdul RaouJ 
Rawabdeh has said Jordan’s 
efforts to strengthen its rela- 
tions with the other Arab 
countries are aimed at help- 
ing to safeguard the Arab 
Nation’s interests. 

“Unity of Arab ranks and 
meetings among Arab lead- 
ers are bound to help the 
nation to confront the chal- 
lenges and attain the nation’s 
aspirations,” said Mr. 
Rawabdeh in a statement to 
the Qatari News Agency. 

. Mr. Rawabdeh said that 
“those who believe that Jor- 
dan’s quest for inter-Arab 
reconciliation aims at achiev- 
ing a specific interest for Jor- 
dan are wrong because die 
Kingdom believes that any 
pan-Arab meeting will serve 
all tbe Arab countries. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said Jordan 
refuses to reply to hasty state- 
ments on the part of Arab 
officials and prefers to leave 
it to the Arab Nation to 
decide on matters pertaining 
to national interest. 

He stressed that Jordan 
will remain committed to its 
principles and working quiet-; 
I y ana persistently to safe- 
guard pan-Arab interests. 

Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Ai Abdullah A1 
Sabah was quoted as saying* 
on Wednesday that his coun- 
try had not forgotten what he 
called Jordan's cooperation 
with Iraq daring tbe Gulf 
crisis and dismissed as 


“wrong and baseless,” re- 
ports that a rapprochement 
between Kuwait and Jordan 
was imminent. 

Tbe Kuwaiti criticism of 
Jordan has soured moves to 
end their Gulf war-era rift 
and could complicate U.S.' 
efforts to tighten Iraq’s eco- 
nomic isolation, analysts and 
diplomats said in Kuwait. . 

The comments by Sheikh 
Saad reflect many Kuwaitis' 
lingering coolness towards. 
Jordan but nm counter to a 
recent U.S.-backed campaign 
to improve Kuwaiti-i 
Jordanian ties, Reuters re4 
ported. I 

They also reflect differ- 
ences among Kuwaitis about 
how quickly to mend ties with 
“pro-Iraq” Arab .states five 
years after relations wens 
damaged by Iran’s 1990 inva- 
sion, the diplomats and 
analysts said. 

“I am very confused by 
what I have heard,” said 
Abdul Mohsen Jamal, a 
member of the Kuwaiti par- 
liament’s foreign affairs com- 
mittee. 

“We have one government 
and it should speak with one 
voice,” he said of Sheikh 
Saad’s remarks about Jordan. 

“It is understandable that 
Kuwaitis do not like Jordan- 
but reconciliation is a 
pragmatic path that is worth 
looking at” 

Sheikh Saad had ruled out 
any resumption of relations 
until Jordan did more to dis- 


tance itself from what be 
called its shameless pro-Iraqi 
stance daring Baghdadis 
s even-month occupation. 

Mr. Jamal said these com- 
ments were in contrast with 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah's 
repeated welcoming of the 
prospect, of better ties with 
Amman _ 

Sheikh Sabah has said 
Kuwait is willing to discuss 
resuming ofl supplies to Jor- 
dan to help reduce its re- 
liance on Iraqi oil. 

’The fact is that there is a 
split in public opinion about 
Jordan. The ride which cares 
about the future wants better 
relations (with Jordan),” a 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

“The other ride does not 
want to forget the wrongs of 
the past.” 

Better ties between Jordan 
and Gulf states like Kuwait 
are a key part of U.S. efforts 
to wean Jordan away from 
economic reliance on Iraq 
and step up pressure within 
Iraq for President Saddam 
Hussein’s downfall. 

Any rift with Amman 
could crush tbe Iraqi eco- 
nomy, already reeling under 
five years of trade sanctions, 
because Jordan is Iraq’s sole 
remaining economic nnlc to 
tbe outside world. 

A poll published in Al 
Watan newspaper last month 
showed Kuwaitis objecting to 
an improvement in ties by a 
margin of 51 per cent to 32 


per cent, -with 17 per cent 
without an opinion. 

Relations were not cut af- 
ter the wax but Jordan’s 
embassy in Kuwait remains 
dosed and Kuwait’s embassy 
in Amman is beaded by a 
ch arge d’affaires . 

Diplomats said it was not 
immediately dear what effect 
Sheikh Saad's comments 
would have on continuing 
efforts to improve Jordaa- 
Kuwait ties. Such efforts 
moved up a gear after Jordan 
gave asylum in August to two 
senior Iraqi defectors. 

Sheikh Sabah met his 
Jordanian counterpart Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti in Cairo 
two weeks ago in the first 
high-level contact between 
the two countries since the 
Gulf crisis. 

Sheikh Sabah may meet 
Mr. Kabariti again in the next 
few days at the United Na- 
tions General Assembly 
meeting in New York. 

Diplomats noted Kuwait 
shortly send ambassadors to 
' Mauritania and Algeria for 
tbe first time since the Gulf 
crisis. Both countries were 
seen sympathetic to Iraq dur- 
ing the crisis. 

~ Kuwait~based diplomats 
say they expea American 
lobbying for a reconciliation 
between Kuwait and Jordan 
to continue, as part of a/ twin 
track effort by Washington to 
isolate Iraq and bring Gulf 
states into the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 


PLO finances in better shape - Godal 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is in bet- 
ter financial shape than ex- 
pected but donors must give 
more in order to bring its 
deficit under ..control, the 
Norwegian foreign minis ter 
said Thursday. 

..Bjoin Tore. Godal made 
ins comments before a meet- 
ing of the ad hoc liaison 
committee of countries help- 
ing to finance the transition 
to Palestinian autonomy in 
the West Bank. 

He said the FLO’s budget 
deficit for 1995 had “largely 
been covered” but noted 
there was still a 1996 shortfall 
of 75 million dollars. 

“There is ground for 
optimism,” Mr. Godal said. 
T urge the donors to con- 
tinue... (to) speed up the 


implementation of their pro- 
jects." 

Saudi Arabia marked the 
signing of the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord in Washington 
with a $100 million grant to 
help finance the transition. 

The Saudi delegation here 
issued a statement saying it 
was following .through with 
the funds it pledged in 1993 
when the two sides - InraaBed - 
the agreement. 

“The participation of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on 
this occasion stems from its 
commitment to support the 
Palestinian people in their 
quest to regain their legiti- 
mate rights.” said the state- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, Jacques S an- 
te r, bead of the European 
Commission, said Thursday 
he saw no need to create a 


development bank ‘for the 
Middle East, as Washington 
advocates. 

Pointing out the urgent 
need to invest now, and the 
length time it takes to create 
such an entity. Mr. Santer 
argued that there were plenty 
of commercial banks and in- 
stitutions capable of putting 
together the money to invest 
in the region. 

So far, some $650 million 
has been disbursed out of 
billion promised two years 
ago when Israelis and Palesti- 
nians concluded their first 
autonomy agreement. 

That understanding was 
bolstered Thursday at the 
White House when the PLO 
and Israel signed a historic 
accord to extend Palestinian 
self-rule throughout the West 
Bank. 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said the 
United States hoped to 
announce new aid for West 
Bank and Gaza, along with 
“a substantial pledge to the 
Holtz fun d,” named after the 
Norwegian minister who 
organised secret meetings be- 
tween Israel and the PLO 
that paved the way for the 
1993 agreement. 

A joint statement issued 
following Thursday’s signing 
ceremony pledged “full sup- 
port” for a Middle East De- 
velopment Bank. 

. The statement was en- 
dorsed by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, King Hussein, Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat (see 
page 7). 


Coalition against ‘normalisation’ holds 
meeting, pledges to press its campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Oppo- 
nents of tbe JcnzianiaD-Isina«U 
peace treaty on Friday inten- 
sified their campaign against 
the normalisation of ties with 
the Jewish state by holding a 
general conference which was 
attended by 330 representa- 
tives of political parties and 
other activists. 

The conference, held at the 
premises of the Jordan Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party 
■(JPDP), was the product of 
16 smaller meetings held in 
the Kingdom’s governorates, 
five qf th e m in Amman. 

The conference's first 
secretary, Salem Nahhas of 
the JPDP, said in a welcom- 
ing address that the Jorda- 
nian people were being 
■forced to relinquish their 
centuries-old heritage and 
principles by normalising ties 
with Israel and submitting to 
other principles. 

“It was for the sake * of 
these principles that you 
.achieved what could not be 
achieved over a century of 
conflict with Zionism and 
Western imperialism,” Mr. 
Nahhas said. 

“You have achieved the 
unity of ranks of a coalition 
of Islamic, pan-Arabist and 
nationalist forces in a com- 
prehensive opposition back- 
ed by all the people from 
north to south in confronting 
those relinquishing the prin- 
ciples of righteousness, jus- 
tice, freedom and peace,” he 
said, in reference to the par- 
ties that organised the confcr- 
ence. 

These parties are the 
Jordanian Socialist Arab 
Baath, tbe Progressive Arab 
Baath, the Islamic Action 
Front, the Arab Action 
Front, the Jordanian Arab 
Constitutional Front, the Un- 
ionist Democratic, JPDP, the 
Jordan Communist and 
Jordanian Democratic Popu- 
lar Unity parties. These par- 
ties formed the anti- 
normalisation coalition short- 
ly after the signing of the 
treaty Oct. 26, 1994. 

Mr. Nahhas said the Jorda- 


nian people “are in a perma- 
nent status of confrontation 
with the enemy in every 
Jordanian city, touristic site,. | 
street, cafe and shop.” 

He praised residents of the 
northern city of Irbid for 
refusing to host the Israeli 
ambassador, saying people 
should learn from such an 
experience. He said Jorda- 
nians should feel proud of 
what happened in Irbid, 
adding: “After that, who can 
declare our defeat and say 
that the opposition is only a 
minority?" 

“You arelfie majority and 
your organised action is the 
only guarantee to enhance 
the conviction of our people 
that this treaty has no chance 
to survive, that it wili even- 
tually fall ... so let us strangle 
this treaty till it lies as a 
rotten carcass,” Mr. Nahhas 
concluded, echoing the 
address, of the conference’s 
preparatory committee. 

Tbe committee called for 
rejecting all “surrender 
treaties” and all their results 
and called for coordinating 
efforts with opponents of the 
peace process in the occupied 
territories as well as Arab 
and Islamic countries. 

Tbe committee said it had 
set up sub-committees in 
several governorates despite 
“obstacles placed by the gov- 
ernment” and has held- 
periodic meetings at the level 
of the secretaries general of 
tiie nine opposition parties. 

It said it has facecT many 
obstacles until it managed to 
organise Friday’s conference, 
condemning what it termed 
as the government’s infringe-' 
ment on public freedom and 
arbitrary measures against 
the opponents of normalisa- 
tion, recalling a government 
decision to ban a May 29 rally 
by tiie opposition parties. 

On May 18, the govem-i 
ment announced that the 
opposition parties could hold* 
a public rally, but reversed 
that 11 days later, banning 
the rally shortly before it was 
to convene. 


Tbe government said tbe 
parties had sought to insti- 
gate public disorder by call- 
ing on Jordanians to resist the 
treaty in a communique 
issued before tbe rally was 
held. 

The conference, chaired by 
IAF Secretary General Ishak 
Farhan, issued a several-page 
communique in Arabic and 
English which it called “char- 
ter for protecting the home- 
land and confronting norma- 
lisation.” 

The charter, a copy of 
which was obtained by tbe 
Jordan Times, urged the pub- 
lic to continue to regard “the 
Zionist movement as a threat 
to our Arab nation and its 
Islamic identity, and viewing 
the Zionist state as an 
occupying enemy, who has 
confiscated our Arab land, 
killed thousands of our mar- 
tyrs and forced the dispersion 
of our people, and to take all 

Syria: U.S. can 1 

• (Continued from page T) 

were committed to do every- 
thing possible to spur the 
economic development of the 
region and “reiterated their 
can for an end to the Arab 
boycott as soon as possible.” 

Another Syrian newspaper 
said Friday it was in no nuny 
to reach a deal with Israel. 

“Syria is not on a rush to 
accept solutions which do not 
guarantee its security and 
sovereignty, nor the recovery 
of occupied territories on the 
Golan Heights and in South 
Lebanon,” the official daily 
Al Thawra wrote. 
a “It is not constrained by a 
time factor and does not fear 
the expiry of some deadline.” 

Mr. Clinton said at the 
Washington signing cere- 
mony that “we will press 
forward with our efforts until 
the circle of peace is closed. 
And tbe circle must include 
Syria and Lebanon if peace is 
to be complete.” 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher is to re- 


ef this into consideration in 
any confrontation against tbe 
enemy.” 

It also called on Jordanians 
“to resist all intellectual, 
cultural, political, education- 
al and archaeological mea- 
sures, exemptions or justi- 
fications that call for dealing 
with the Zionist enemy and 
forgetting its aggression 
against our land, people and 
freedoms, or to try to conse- 
crate the rights of the enemy 
in our land.” 

It also called for rejecting 
any modification to school, 
curricula and boycotting any' 
invitations for seminars, con- 
ferences, fellowships or 
cultural, scientific, economic, 
or other competitions held by 
Israel or has Israeli partici- 
pants. 

It also called for boycotting 
Israeli goods or any kind of 
economic deals with Israel. 


hring peace 


turn to the Middle East soon 
-to try to get the Syrian track 
moving. 

Syrian and Lebanese diplo- 
mats attended the White 
House ceremony Thursday in 
which King Hussein and 
President Mubarak took 
part, but Syrian President 
Hafez A] Assad was conspi- 
cious by his absence. 

Al Thawra said: "Syria' 
does not adopt hasty posi- 
tions and is not looking to 
oppose msurmoun table con- 
ditions, but it is guided by the 
logics of peace which demand 
freedom and withdrawal” by 
Israelis from occupied 
lands. 

AJ Thawra called on the 
United States ‘To double its 
efforts to win an Israeli 
agreement to respect tbe 
U.N. resolutions and the 
basics of the peace process.” 

The U.S. leadership must 
use “firm diplomacy and 
adopt decisive positions to 
get oat of this impasse and 
bring peace and security in 
the region.” 



JORDAN 





CELEBRATION: Palestinians tear down the wire fence put by the Israeli army 
around the Dheisheh camp in the West Bank as they celebrate the signing on 
Thursday of an agreement between Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation on expanding Palestinian self-rule to the West Bank (see page one) 
(AFP photo) 

Israel said poised to unveil 
E. Jerusalem housing plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
!(R) — Leftist members of 
Jerusalem’s city council on 
Friday called on Israel to 
reconsider a plan to build a 
new Jewish neighbourhood in, 
the Arab half of the city to, 
avoid a crisis with Israel’s 
Arab peace partners. 

In a letter published in the 
Arabic-language Kol Al 
Arab newspaper, four mem- 
bers of the council said Hous- 
ing Minister Binyamin Ben 
Eliczer intended to officially 
announce on Sunday plans to 
build the Har Homa neigh- 
bourhood in East Jerusalem. 

Tbe letter said the plan was 1 
sure to anger Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 

Manila 
Muslims 
petition 
UAE to 
free maid 

MANILA (R) — More than 
1,000 Muslims in the Philip- 
pines lodged a petition on 
Friday with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) embassy in 
Manila urging the release of 
condemned Filipina maid! 
Sarah Balabagan. 

Pendatun Disimban, 
spokesman of the newly 
formed group called United 
Muslims for Sarah Balaba- 
gan’s Freedom, told repor- 
ters the maid should be freed 
because she only sought to 
defend her honour. 

Ms. Balabagan, whom 
Manila claims is 16 but who 
the UAE says is 27, was 
sentenced to death by a UAE 
court earlier tins month for 
stabbing to death her Arab 
employer whom she accused 
of raping her. The court re- 
jected her plea of self- 
defence. 

“In purity of her human 
spirit, she was obliged to 
defend herself at tbe time the 
crime was committed against 
her wifi,” Mr. Disimban said. 

He said their group would 
hold daily prayer vigDs in 
front of a mosque and before 
the emirates’ embassy in 
Manila ahead of the first 
hearing on the appeal filed by 
Ms. Balabagan’s lawyers 
against her death sentence. 

The petition appealing for 
the maid’s freedom was 
handed over to a UAE envoy 
and then a short rally was 
held by the group in front of 
the emirates’ embassy. 

The first bearing on Ms. 
Balabagan’s appealhas been 
moved up to Oct 9 from Oct. 
30 so a decision can be 
readied quickly on the case, 
a senior emirates’ judge said 
on Thursday. 

Ms. .Balabagan’s chief 
lawyer, Mohammad Al 
Amin, has predicted the 
appeal process would last no 
longer than two months. 

The case has provoked out- 
rage among Filipinos, still 
angry over the Hanging by 
Singapore of Filipina maid 
Flor Contemplation . 

Newspaper and magazine 
editorials m the UAE have 
criticised the uproar which 
erupted in the Philippines 
over the verdict and a UAE 
official said pressure from 
Manila could hamper Ms. 
Balabagan’s efforts to win 
leniency. 

Ms. Balabagan’s parents 
are due to fly to the UAE 
with a joint affidavit from ' 
residents of her hometown to 
show she was bora on March 
3, 1979 to prove she is only 
16. Her lawyer said her age 
would be a crucial factor m 
her bid to win her freedom. 

The UAE says she is 27 
based do documents Philip- 
pines officials, say were 
xoiged by Manila Racketeers. 


Mubarak, King Hussein and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

“We suggest that before 
you announce your plans... 
to consult the people men- 
tioned above and obtain their 
approval so the Israeli gov- 
ernment does not have to 
repeat what happened with 
the previous land confisca- 
tion,” the letter said. 

No bousing- ministry offi- 
cials were immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

Israel has said it was plan- 
ning a housing projea on 
land straddling the line be- 
tween the occupied West 
Bank and south-east Jeru-* 
salem. Israel says part of the 


land is owned by Jews. and 
part was confiscated from 
Palestinians and owners on a 
bill called Jabal Abu 
Ghuneim. 

In May, Israel bowed to 
international pressure and 
froze an order to confiscate 
Palestinian-owned land in’ 
East Jerusalem intended for 
Jewish Housing and a police 
station. 

Israel and the PLO signed 
a -peace accord on Thursday 
in Washington expanding 
Palestinain self-rule in the* 
West Bank'. The two sides are 
scheduled to start discussing 
the final status of Jerusalem, 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, by mid-1996. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prisoners escape from Aideed’s jail' 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Tweleve elders and religious 
leaders accused of “treason” escaped over the wall of a 
warlord’s jail in south Mogadishu early Friday, making 
their way over the “green fete" to safety in the north of tbe 
Somali capita], relatives reported. Five militiamen guard- 
ing the prison went missing at the same time, taking their 
automatic rifles with them. The escape from the prison, run. 
by General Mohammad Farah Aideed, elected “interim' 
president” of Somalia by his supporters last June, copiedj 
that of AFP correspondent Alai Musa Abdi, who climbed 
the wall on Wednesday with the complicity of guards after 
being held for three weeks, accused of “serious” but 
unspecified crimes against Gen. Aideed’s “government.” 
Families of tbe prisoners who reported their escape said 
they had been fed once a day and given lectures every 
afternoon by militia psychologists on respect for Gen. 
Aideed’s “government.” Aideed militiamen were reported 
to be combing south Mogadishu on Friday in search of the 
escapees. Aideed’s men meanwhile transferred all political 
prisoners from the jail once used by the criminal investiga- 
tion department of President Mohammad Siad Barre, who 
was overthrown in 1991, to tbe main prison in south 
Mogadishu. A provincial governor is also reported to have 
escaped from captivity in the inland town of Baidoa, which 
Gen. Aideed captured on Sept. 10 at tbe head of a 600-man 
column be led tbe 250 kilometres from Mogadishu. • 

3 beheaded for drugs in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — An Afghan, a Pakistani and a Chadian 
convicted for drug trafficking were beheaded Friday in the 
Red Sea port city of Jeddah, raising tbe number of 
executions so far this year to a record 181. Most of those 
beheaded were convicted drag smugglers from Aria and 
Africa. The capital punishment for drug crimes was 
prescribed in 1987 by the kingdom’s theologians in an effort 
to curb a growing narcotics trade. Before 1987, the death 
penalty was given only to rapists and murderers in 
accordance with Islamic law. London-based Amnestv 

International has expressed grave concern over th* 

ings, saying that the kingdom had set a new record for 
executions. According to statistics by the human rights 
group the 90 executions that were carried out in the first 
four months of this year exceed the annual total for recent 
years. Amnesty International recorded 53 last year, 88 in 
1993 and 66 executions in 1992. 

India bans latest Rushdie book 

y NEW DELHI (AFP) — The Indian authorities on Friday 
formally banned the import of the latest book by Indian- 
bom writer Salman Rushdie, which is in the race for this 
year’s prestigious Booker Prize. Customs officials 
announced a ban on “The Moon's Last Sigh” but did not 
provide any explanation for the move. Mr. Rushdie has 
been living in hiding since 1989, when the late Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Rnhollah Khomeini issued a death 
warrant against him because of a previous book, “The 
Satanic Verses” which was deemed blasphemous. Officials 
said major book distributors and retailers across India had 
been informed of the ban on Mr. Rushdie's latest work 
The book had already been boycotted in the western state 
of Maharashtra because a character bears an unflattering 
resemblance to maverick Hindu politician Bal Thackeray. 
There have also been objections to a dog called JawaharlaL 
- tiic name of India’s first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru.' 

Israeli court rejects appeal for hijacker’s release 

BEERSHEBA (AFP) — A court turned down an apeal 
here Friday for the release of an Iranian who hijacked a 
plane in Israel and now. wants to marry a Jewish girl and 
convert, legal officials said. The court in the southern town 
of Beersheba extended Jabari Rizah's custody until next 
Thursday, rejecting the appeal of a defence lawyer for his 
release pending charges. Mr. Rizha, a 30-year-old air 
steward, has asked for asylum and said he wants to convert 
to Judaism and many a Jewish girl, since hijacking an 
Iranian Boeing 707 with more than 170 people on board to 
southern Israel on Sept. 9. “I love the Jewish people and I 
am asking not to be tried," he said at an earner hearing. 
Israeli officials have said the asylum request would be 
rejected. He could be charged with hijacking, illegal 
. possession of a gun, and illegal entry. But officials say Mr. 

• Rizah is more likely to be turned over to the International 
-Committee of the Red Cross. Iran, which Iras accused 
'Israel of involvement in tbe hijacking, wants his extradition 
and has appealed to the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation for help. 


English rugby star 
and wife separate 

LONDON (R) — English 
rugby captain Will Cartings 1 
whose friendship with 
Princess Diana has grabbed 
newspaper headlines, and 
his wife have decided to 
spend time apart, a 
spokesman for the couple 

said. Tbe 29-y ear-old 
sportsman and his news 
presenter wife Julia said 
they hoped the separation 
would be temporary and no 
third party was involved. 
“Will Carling announced 
with regret tonight that he ; 
and his wife Julia have j 
agreed to spend some time > 
apart,” Carling said in a 
statement issued by Colin 
Herridge, the rugby union’s 
media liaison officer, 
“They both believe that 
they need space and some 
peace for the time bring. 
They want to emphasise 
that nobody else is 
involved and they hope that 
by allowing themselves 
time apart to reflect, they 
jWill be able to get back 
together as soon as possi- 
ble. They will issue no far- 
ther statements.” The 
announcement of the tem- 
porary separation came less 
than a week after a Sunday 
newspaper reported a 
secret meeting between the 
sports star and the 
estranged wife of Prince 
Charles. The Ne'ws Of The 
World published pictures 
of a tearful Princess Diana 
emerging from an exclu- 
sive London sports club 
last Friday followed min- 
utes later, by Carling. 
Buckingham Palace 
sources said tbe meeting 
was just coincidence. A f 
palace spokeswoman had 
no comment to make about 
the separation. Carling has 
.Insisted that he and 
Princess Diana were just 
friends and has dismissed 
the rumours about tbeic • 
relationship. He claims his 
wife knew be planned to 
visit the sports clinic for 
treatment of a hip problem. 

Takemura laughs 
off U.fC magazine 
'award' 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
Finance Minister 

Masayoshi Takemura 
Friday laughed off a British 
magazine’s award naming 
him the “worst finance 
minister of the year", say- 
ing he will become tbe best 
once Japan’s economy 
recovers. “My evaluation 
became die worst in light 
of the poor state of the 
Japanese economy... bnt I 
expect to become tbe best 
one next year,” Mr. 
Takemura told a routine 
news conference after a 
cabinet meeting. A British 
financial publication, 
Euromone y magazin e, 
named Mr. Takemufa as tEe 

recipient of the award for 
1995 in its latest edition 
published Friday, citing his* 
poor handling of tbe econo- 
my and a h ankin g crisis as 
well as his failure to come 
up with convincing steps to 
pull Japan out of its long 
recession. Tbe magazine 
also pointed out that Mr. 
Takemura Had unsuccess- 
fully tried to resign from- 
his post Japan’s financial 
system has at least 50 tril- 
lion yen ($500 billion) in 
problem loan, and a string 
of financial failures over 
the past year have under- 
mined world confidence in 
Japan’s banks. 

MP calls for 
quarantine for 
gays 

HARARE (R) — A mem- 
ber of Zimbabwe’s ruling 
ZANU-PF party Cook up 
President Robert Mugabe's 
anti-gay line on, saying 
homosexuals should he 
placed in quarantine. “Like i 
tuberculosis patients, they " 
should be hibernated in an 
isolation hospital until they 
are treated,” Member of 
Parliament Aeneas- 

Chigwedere said during 3 
debate on a motion backing 
Mr. Mugabe’s stance. 
Another MP said anti- 
homosexual material 1 
should be taught in schools-. J 


